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ANCIENT HIPFC BONES FOUND IN LONDON

Beds of fossil bones of hippopotamas, mammoth 6 aurochs,K gignts deer and
other Ice Age species were found recently in London at Charing Cress, in the coutrse
of exeavating for the construction of a new building. A great portion of the land
London stands on is the bed of a prehistoric Thames which is rich in fossil re-
mains. Stone age implements are occasionally turned up, as well as bones of ani-
mals bearing evidence of having been killed by hunters of early times.
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ADDING MACHINES WILL SAVE ASTRONOMERS' TIME

At least two-thirds of the time now spsnt by astroncmers on extended com-
putations can be saved by the use of modern adding and computing machires, accord.
ing to Dr. L. J. Comrie, of the Dearborn Qbservatory of Northwestern Tniversity.
In the past  objections have been made to the use of such instruments from the
possibility of their wing ibaccurate, but, said Dr. Comrie, "modern engineering
skill has produced machines that are practically foolsproof as well as versatile
and easy to operate."

Dr. Comrie pointed out that this d¢velopment of the computing machine to
its present perfection is the result of its wide commercial application, but that
this same development has cavsed the machines to be designed essentially for busi-
néss purposeés. Machines might be constructed which would sui¢ the purposes of as-
tronomers and other scientists much better than those nowin use  he said, if they
were used to a sufficient extent.

- o > o o - —

BOTANISTS STRIVING TC SAVE RARE FERNS

The plight of an almost extinct species of fern, surviving from the
geological days immediately succeeding the Ice Age, and now clinging precariously
to life in a certain limited rocky area in a New York rural district, is interest-
ing members of the Wild-Flower Preservation Society. 1Its extinction is threaiened
by the dynamite and steam shovels of a quarrying company and inierested naturalist
are rescuing the plants as they have in the past rescued the biscn and the ante-
lope, and are transferring them to other places where they have a chancd for life.
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ARTIFICIAL BLIZZARD TESTS HARDINESS OF ORANGE TREES

An artificial cold wave, generated in an ice cream freezer and allowed to
rage in a glass case, was a feature of experiments %o determine hardiness of
Florida fruit trees, conducted by Dr. James A. Harris of the University of Minn-
esota. Ice water from the freezer was pumped through a coil surrounding branches
of the trees to be tested, the whole being surrcunded by a Zouble glass case.
Thermometer readings showed at what temperatures the first signes of frostbite
appeared  and when death from complete freeczing occurred. Dr. Harris expeets that
tests of this mature will eventually be of value in selecting hardier strains of
semi-tropical fruit trees for use in those parts of the South where occasional
severe frostsmay be expecied.

- . - -

R

Science Service, Inc. is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to 22
The Science News-Letter. RINOIN
www.jstor.org



