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MILK-FED BLUEBERRIES THRIVE IN U. S. GARDENS

Milk~fed blueberries will probably figure along with milk~fed pullets on restau~
rant bills of fare before long. In the greenhouses of the U. S« Department of
Agriculture Dr. F. V. Coville, expert on blueberries and other acid=soil plants, has
been experimenting with buttermilk and sour milk as fertilizers, and he finds that
they work very well.,

Some years ago Dr. Coville showed the world how to put blueberry culture on a
regular, profitable farming basis, by seeing that they got acid soils in which to
grow, instead of the neutral or slightly alkaline soils demanded by most crops. The
question of a nitrogen-bearing fertilizer, which all plants must have, still remain-
ed, for acid soils are notoriously poor in nitrogen and somehow seem to resist the
application of the ordinary kinds of nitrate fertilizers.

Milk, Dr. Coville reflected, is rich in nitrogen compounds, and buttermilk, sour
milk, whey and similar acidulous dairy products are rather a drug on the market. So
he tried those various nitrogen-bearing milk products on a lot of young blueberry
bushes, as well as on some azaleas and a few other similar plants that naturally
thrive in sour soils.

The results of his experiment, reported in a recent issue of Science, are a
striking confirmation of his initial theory. The bushes, which are as yet too
small to bear a crop, pushed along their growth in a most astonishing fashion, out-
stripping companion plants left without milk by a good third in length of stem, and
producing larger, greener, healthier=looking leaves.

Apparently, however, there can be too much of a good thing. One lot of bushes
was given a heavy overdose of whey, and showed definite signs of ill health. This
Dr, Coville attributes to too much acid; for bushes on a smaller ration of whey
throve very well,

Dri Coville concludes that 1f further experiments bear out the first results,
there is an excellent prospect of using dairy materials nowlargely wasted or sold
at low figures to encourage the youngand pushing industry of blueberry culture and to
help along the growth of rhododendrons, azaleas and similar ornamental plants,.
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RATS SLAUGHTERED WHOLESALE BY COLLOIDAL ARSENIC POISON

The Mellon Institute of Pittsburgh boasts of the presence on its campus of a
veritable Pied Piper of Pittsburgh; for Dr. Oscar F. Hedenburg, holder ofone of its
industrial fellowships, has worked out a new method of using an old poison that
promises to wipe out rats and mice in the wholesale fashion related by Browning in
his famous poem.,

In his search for the most efficient means for cleaning out rodent pests Dr.
Hedenburg tried numerous unusual poisonous compounds, but finally came back to the
old favorite white arsenic, or arsenious oxide, known since the days of the Borgias,
He found, however, that the ordinary commercial product is too uncertain in its
action, and that rats could sometimes swallow what should be killing doses and only
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