ETHNOLOGY

Yaquis Fighting For Life

By ALperT B. REAGAN

Mr. Reagan is an ethnologist, recognized as
an authority on North American Indians, among
whom he has lived for many years. The Mexican
government has undertaken a war of extermina-
tion against the Yaqui Indians,. a wild tribe
never yet subdued by white men. The aerial
bombardment of two of their villages, noted re-
cently in the press, is a prelude to the real
fighting,

In the warfare between the Mexi-
can government and the Yaqui In-
dians in the State of Sonora, the
world is perhaps witnessing the pass-
ing of a nation, for the war levied
by Mexico will in all probability be
one of extinction.

The Yaquis or Hiaquis are said by
some ethnologists to have received
their name from their principal river,
the Rio Yaqui, while others state that
they were so named because their
talking is in a loud and rough tone,
“Yaqui” meaning literally “he who
shouts,” the river receiving its name
from them. When first known to
history they occupied a large territory
on both sides of our present Mexican
boundary, some authorities stating
that their possessions extended even
as far east as Texas and as far south
as Durango in Mexico. They then
numbered about 400,000. They now
number about 15,000, five thousand
of whom are capable of bearing arms.

Although at war with the whites
since 1740, the Yaquis are an uncon-
quered people. Even their so-called
defeat in 1832 cannot be construed
as actual when it is remembered that
they have since warred against Mexico
and been treated with as a nation,
that they hold the lands of their pres-
ent residence under grant from Spain,
and that they are governed by their
own laws, never having yielded to
Mexico.

Their villages are literally cities of
refuge under their laws and the
fugitive is in sanctuary when he
passes the gates of Coorit, Bacum,
Torin, or any of the pueblos in the
fastnesses of the Vacatete mountains.

General Torres, who commanded the
expeditions against the Yaquis in
1896-1897 and in 1899-1901, seemed
to be successful in every encounter,
with the losses light on the Mexican
side and heavy with the Yaquis.
However, the peace which concluded
the hostilities was not lasting. In
1882 they defeated the Mexicans un-
der General Garcia, killing that officer
and four hundred of his soldiers; and
they are better armed now than then.

In this war as in the previous ones
the Mexicans must follow to the in-
accessible natural fortifications of the
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ANTHROPOLOGY

ALES HRDLICKA

Tracer of Ancient Trails

Virgil in his great poem has his
hero visit the shades of his ancestors
in the nether world. A more modern
and much more extensive Zneid,
embracing the whole round earth and
seeking the forebears not of one fam-
ily but of the entire human race, has
occupied the active scientific career
of Dr. Ales Hrdlicka, curator of an-
thropology at the U. S. National Mu-
seum, who believes in seeing with his
own eyes and examining with his
own hands. The most signifi-
cant of his more recent pilgrimages
was his voyage around the world,
during which he visited the sites of
all the important discoveries of pre-
historic man; Cr6-Magnon, Neander-
thal, Mauer, Piltdown, Broken Hill,
Trinil, winding up with a visit to
India and to the land of ‘“contem-
porary ancestors,” Australia. His
most recent journey was to Alaska
and the Bering Sea islands, for the
purpose of studying the traces left
by man as he migrated from Asia to
America.

Dr. Hrdlicka was born in Bohemia
in 1869. He was trained in medicine
in New York and Paris, but early
shifted his interest to anthropology.
He was connected at first with the
American Museum of Natural His-
tory in New York, beginning his
career as anthropologist in the State
Service of New York. In 1903 he
was called to the U. S. National Mu-
seum to organize a division of phys-
ical anthropology, and has been cu-
rator of this division since 1910.
Since 1920 he has been a member of
the National Academy of Sciences.
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PHYSIOLOGY

Studies Giant Cells

How does the living stuff in plant
and animal cells make its choice be-
tween what it lets in and what it
keeps out? ,

This is the question attacked by Dr.
W. J. V. Osterhout of the Rocke-
feller Institute, New York City, who
spoke before the meeting of the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences, telling
how he has been aided in his re-
searches by the use of a tropical sea-
weed named Valonia. Each specimen
of this plant is made up of a single
cell from one to six inches long—a
gigantic size for «cells, which are
usually so small that a microscope
must be employed to see them indi-
vidually. Because these cells are so
large, Dr. Osterhout has been able
to inject various solutions into them
and then measure how fast the vari-
ous chemicals can pass through the

layer of living substance or proto-
plasm. Electrical charges seem to
have a great deal to do with the secret,
he says, for in solutions where the
chemicals have broken down into ions
carrying electrical charges they are
not permitted to pass by the proto-
plasm, whereas chemicals that have
remained as whole molecules, with
neutralized electrical charges, in cer-
tain cases penetrate the living layer
without difficulty.

Science News-Letter, November 13, 1926

PSYCHOLOGY

Children Individualists

Young children are more truly
individuals than older persons, largely
because the schools tend to level out
idiosyncrasies rather than to develop
differences. This is the finding of
Dr. Truman L. Kelley, professor of
education and psychology at Stanford
University, as a result of a statistical
study of the influence of training
upon native mental differences in
school children.

Over 200 children that are gifted
mentally were compared with 1,700
normal children by Dr. Kelley. The
gifted eight-year-old children were
more individual mentally than normal
eight-year-olds. But he found that
between eight and eleven years the
gifted children have their individual
traits ironed out by the public school
influence, so that at 11 years they
have fewer mental idiosyncrasies than
normal 11-year-olds. These gifted
11-year-olds are more like normal chil-
dren of 14 years in respect to their
peculiarities, just as they are like the
14-year-olds in other mental traits,
he reports.
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