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Two Early Comers
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As inseparably connected with
spring, in the minds of children at
least, as pussy-willows and robins
and dandelion greens, is that odd
elfin preacher of woods, Jack-in-the-
pulpit. It is one of the great bless-
ings of our rural regions that almost
no part of the country is without
this bizarre, attractive plant. These
little green hedge-priests hold forth
by thousands in the {forested (or
once-forested) East, and another
species, very like it, similarly evan-
gelizes the thinner groves on the
limestone soils of the Mississippi
Valley. Even among the scant tim-
ber belts along the streams of the
plains regions they persist; children
accompanying emigrant trains in the
Homeric days of the Covered Wagon
found their playmates still when
their parents were in nightly anxiety
over possible Indian raids.

The Jack-in-the-pulpit is a north-
ern outpost of a very widely dis-
tributed family, that really reached
its highest development in the trop-
ics. The taro plant, that rivals the
breadfruit tree as a food source
throughout the warm Pacific islands,
is a relative. Related also are the
Caladium, or ‘“elephant-ear” of our
gardens, together with the calla lily
(not a lily at all, of course) and the
Dasheen, heralded a few years ago
as a rival for the potato in the
Southern states.

Out on the dry, windy prairies of
the West, and patchwise eastward at
least a little beyond the Mississippi,
the next couple of weeks will see
hundreds of thousands of beautiful
blue cups on short stems opened to
the pale spring sky. Half hidden
among the high grass stubble, or
alternating with patches of short
sagebrush, these clumps of big wind-
flowers shine in redemption of the
still cheerless earth. Because they
always appear around Easter, the
paschal season, they got the name
“Pasque flowers” from the early
French woyageurs and have kept it
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RADIO

Largest Radio Tube

The world’s largest radio vacuum
tube, of 100 kilowatts power as com-
pared to the 11 watt tubes used in
the last stage of modern dry cell
operated radio sets, has been in use
at Station WGY at Schenectady for
the last few weeks. Standing seven
and a half feet high ,and weighing a
hundred pounds, the new tube is kept
cool by a copper jacket through which
water circulates. It takes the place
of eight 20 kilowatt tubes formerly
used. Though 50 kilowatts in the
antenna of a radio station has until
now been the limit of “super-power”
stations, a battery of the new tubes
will permit experiments with 500 kilo-
watts or more, a thousand times the
power used by the typical broadcast-
ing station a few years ago.

Two ounces of tungsten are used
in the filament, which is as thick as
the lead of a lead pencil. It is eight
feet long, and is kept straight by ten-
sion of a spring. It serves as a radio
amplifier in the transmitter, corre-
sponding to a radio frequency tube in
a receiving set, as it amplifies the
output of a 20 kilowatt tube. The
tube was developed in the research
laboratories of the General Electric
Company.
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Oldest Gods Goddesses

The first images of gods carved
out by primitive men everywhere seem
to have been feminine deities, says
Dr. E. B. Renaud, of the University
of Denver.

Four little clay figurines found in
Arizona show that prehistoric Ameri-
can Indians carved feminine fetishes
just as Stone Age cavemen of Eu-
rope did, when they began to copy
the human form.

Two very primitive figurines were
found in the Canyon del Muerto by
Earl Morris, while conducting research
for the American Museum of Natural
History, said Dr. Renaud. These rare
prehistoric fetishes are in the Museum
of the University of Colorado.

The other two statuettes, more dec-
orated, were found also in Arizona
by Dr. Byron Cummings of the Uni-
versity of Arizona, and are now being
exhibited in the museum of that
university.
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A lamp which does not cast a
shadow has been produced in France,
and is expected to be of wuse to
surgeons and engravers.
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ZOOLOGY

Migration Due To Glands

Electric lights that hoodwink de-
luded hens into laying financial profits
into their owners’ pockets in the win-
ter time, are now being utilized in
much the same way to further scien-
tific knowledge about the causes of
bird migration.

Dr. William Rowan, associate pro-
fessor of zoology at the University of
Alberta, Canada, believes that migra-
tion may depend on the production of
an internal secretion or hormone by
the reproductive organs during cer-
tain stages of regeneration. It is well
known that the sex glands of birds
undergo marked seasonal changes that
various authorities have endeavored to
link up with the phenomena of mi-
gration; and this last winter Dr.
Rowan has endeavored to prove his
theory with a series of ingenious ex-
periments.

About two hundred juncos, hardy
little birds common in southern
Canada and the northeastern states,
were trapped, divided into two groups,
and placed in two unheated aviaries.
In this experimental aviary the length
of the birds’ day was artificially in-
creased by the lights at the same rate
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ARCHZEOLOGY
Indian Village Discovered

The remains of a complete Indian
village perhaps a thousand years old
have just recently been uncovered near
Alamo, Contra Costa County, Cali-
fornia, by Glenn Fisher and Raymond
Kraft, of Concord, Cal. The dis-
covery was made on the rim of Mt.
Diablo where Bret Harte first taught
school and where he was inspired to

write his fascinating tale, “The Le-
gend of Monte Diablo.” A quantity
of skeletal material, ornaments,

weapons, utensils, shell, ashes, fire-
stones and bone material have already
been removed from the ruins.

Further excavations, however, are
now being held up pending legal ac-
tion by the Alamo Chamber of Com-
merce, who are opposed to the trans-
fer of these relics to a museum. “An
Indian burial ground is its own best
museum,” according to Lyman K.
Stoddard, president of the Alamo
Chamber of Commerce, who further
states that his community has one of
the few intact Indian buried villages
and they “are not going to let souvenir
hunters carry off valuable historical
material.”
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The female cricket does not chirp.
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