HYGIENE
1927 Has Best Health Record

So far 1927 has been an excep-
tionally healthy year, judging by
figures just issued by the Metro-
politan Life Insurance Company.

Fewer people have died in the first
half of this year in the representative
slice of the population included
among the company’s policy holders
than during the corresponding period
of any previous year, the statisti-
cians’ figures show. The white
death rate. for the six months was
8.6 as compared with 9.7 for the
first half of 1926. The colored mor-
tality figures, though higher than
those for whites, also showed a de-
cided improvement.

The nearest approach to the pres-
ent figure occurred in 1921, when the
rate for the first six months was 8.7.
The statisticians point out, however,
that the gain made by 1927 is greater
than appears from mere comparison
of figures, since the company has
recently adopted the policy of insur-
ing infants under one year of age,
the period during which susceptibil-
ity to disease is greatest. Conse-
quently the gain in lives of 1927 is
considered a most encouraging in-
dication of health conditions in the
light of the fact that some 492,000
infants are included in the calcula-
tions.

The outstanding feature of the
year’s health record to date is the
big drop in deaths from tuberculosis.
The season of the year when the
most deaths from tuberculosis occur
is past, and it is hoped that 1927
will show a new low water mark for
deaths from this disease.

Mortality from influenza and pneu-
monia were lower than they have
been in several years. While the
typhoid rate rose, due probably to
the outbreak in Montreal, there has
not as yet been any notable increase
from conditions arising from the
Mississippi flood. Measles, scarlet
fever, and whooping cough have
claimed fewer victims, but diphtheria
has made a slight gain. The cancer
situation is unimproved and shows
a slight increase in the number of
deaths among whites and a bigger
gain among colored people.

In spite of the generally hopeful
conditions with respect to disease,
the record for violent deaths is high.
One fourth of all the accidental
deaths were automobile fatalities,
while the drownings registered a ten
per cent. gain among whites and
actually doubled among negroes.
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BIOLOGY

CHARLES ATWO0OD KOFOID

Premier Protistologist

When the news was published last
week that Prof. Kofoid had been
elected to the presidency of the
Pacific Division of the American
Association for the Advancement of
Science, biologists generally con-
curred in the opinion that the action
of his coast colleagues was highly
appropriate. Prof. Kofoid’s reputa-
tion is more than sectional, more

than national, as an indefatigable
worker, a prolific publisher and a
front-rank teacher in the difficult
field of the minute acellular life that
swarms in ocean and stream, and all
too often in our afflicted insides. He
drives his students as hard as he
does himself—they sometimes com-
plain that he half kills them with
work. But he makes good zoologists
out of them.

Charles Atwood Kofoid was born
in Illinois in 1865. Like many an-
other scientist who has made his
mark in the coast states, he first
attended a middle-western college
(Oberlin), and then worked out his
doctorate at Harvard. He reached
California in 1900, and has been Pro-
fessor of Zoology at Berkeley since
1910. His multifold activities have
taken him all over the world, first
as a student of marine protista and
lately in the more immediately prac-
tical field of parasitic protozoa. He
assists in the direction of several
research activities away from the
university campus, and edits or helps
to edit a whole string of scientific
journals. He seems to be able to
multiply himself kinetically as his
pet protozoa multiply themselves
morphologically.
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ASTRONOMY

“New” Star in Milky Way

A “new” star, flashing out from
previous obscurity, has just been
located in the Milky Way, according
to Dr. Harlow Shapley, director of
the Harvard College Observatory.
The discovery of a strange celestial
object was made by Dr. Max Wolf,
of the observatory at Heidelberg
University in Germany. Photo-
graphs made at the Harvard Obser-
vatory have confirmed the fact that
it is really a “nova” or “new” star.

However, though the discovery has
just been made, the new star might
have been detected several months
ago. It first appeared sometime be-
tween June 8 and June 21, and was
photographed on plates made at the
Harvard Observatory during that
period. As it is in a region of the
sky where thousands of stars can be
photographed in a single exposure,
it is not surprising that its unusual
character was not noted at the time.
Plates made before June 8 showed
no record of it, though they were
capable of showing stars as faint as
the sixteenth magnitude. From such
an exceedingly faint object, it quick-
ly rose to the eighth magnitude, too
faint to be perceived by the unaided
eye, but visible in a small telescope.

Now its light is on the wane, and
it is of the ninth magnitude. An
effort is being made to have Amer-
ican astronomers observe it, to meas-
ure its variations in light before it
gets too faint to be readily observed.
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METEOROLOGY
July Weather—and Murphy

July, 1927, passed and still the
American farmer is cheerful. Most
of the great staple crops of this
continent are flourishing. Wheat
will be a bumper crop. Corn has
made rapid recovery from the effects
of adverse conditions last spring.
The weather of the past month was
in no way exceptional or remark-
able.

The unofficial prognosticator who
threatened us with devastating cold
waves in July took a long shot. The
odds were a hundred to one against
him, but he might have hit the mark.
Such things have happened. There
was the case of Murphy.

In England, after the lapse of
nearly a century, they still talk of
“Murphy’s Winter.” Daniel Murphy
published a “Weather Almanac,” in
which, among a number of vague
and haphazard prophecies, he de-
clared that the lowest temperature
of 1838 would be experienced on
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