GEOGRAPHY
Island Again Above Water

Falcon Island, in the Goro Sea
southwest of Apia, and between the
Fiji and Tongan Islands, is again
above water after years of submer-
gence. This is indicated by word re-
ceived by Dr. Andrew Thomson, di-
rector of the Apia Observatory in
Samoa. Heralded by a slight earth-
quake on September 30, great col-
umns of smoke were observed from
Nukualofa in the Tongan Islands is-
suing from the sea on October 4.
Three days later the site was visited
by the British warship Laburnum,
and a new island was found about
300 feet high at its central point and
three miles in circumference.

Puffs of smoke shot up about
every 20 minutes to a height of from
4,000 to 5,000 feet, the tops of the
smoke columns being lost in the
clouds. With each outburst ashes
and cinders were thrown into the
air, to fall back and build up the
central cone. Late in the fall the
island was reported to be erupting
steam at intervals of about once a
minute along its entire length.

“The island was discovered in 1865
by the British cruiser H.M.S. Falcon,
when it was a low-lying reef,” says
Dr. Thomson. “In 1885 an eruption
took place, which built up a cone,
which in 1889, after four years
weathering, was found to be over
150 feet high. A slight volcanic out-
burst occurred in 1895. Since then
the island, which was composed en-
tirely of cinders and ashes, grad-
ually slipped down into the sea.

“The area around the little South
Sea Kingdom of Tonga is of great
seismic activity.  The earthquakes
equal in intensity and frequency
those of Japan. Some of the earth-
quakes are directly due to submarine
volcanoes; others are caused by a
readjustment of the earth’s crust
along a line of great ocean depths,
which stretch from the Samoan Is-
lands to New Zealand.”

Science News-Letter, January 21, 1928

PHILOSOPHY

Limitations of Method

Quotation from SYMBOLISM: ITS MEANING
AI}{ID EFFECT—Alfred North Whitehead—Mac-
millan.

The nineteenth century exag-
gerated the power of the historical
method, and assumed as a matter of
course that every character should
be studied only in its embryonic
stage. Thus, for example, “Love”
has been studied among the savages
and latterly among the morons,

Science News-Letter, January 21, 1928

PSYCHOLOGY

A Versatile Psychologist

KNIGHT DUNLAP

If you stepped into Dr. Dunlap’s
office you might find him at his desk
putting the finishing touches to a
paper to be presented at a traffic
conference, setting forth some
specific and practical ways of sim-
plifying signs and signals to lessen
the motorist’s confusion. If you
passed that way in the course of the
next week and asked casually, “Well,
how’s traffic?” you would find that
Dr. Dunlap was still very much in-
terested in traffic problems, but just
then he was working up pictures to
go with an experiment, indicating
that the mouth is the most expres-
sive feature in the human face.

The next time you happened in,
this professor would be reading
proof sheets of an article on a new
theory as to why men and women
wear clothes. ‘And so on, indefi-
nitely. For Dr. Dunlap has a way
of looking into any situation that
catches his interest and seeing there
some point to be explained or some
missing fact to be drawn out by ex-
periments. And once he has con-
fronted himself with a problem, it
has to be tackled.

This is all by way of saying that
the head of the psychology depart-
ment of Johns Hopkins University
is both busy and versatile. This
year Dr. Dunlap is on leave from
the university to serve as chairman
of the division of psychology and
anthropology of the National Re-
search Council.

In student days of degree collect-
ing, Dr. Dunlap acquired a Ph. B.
and M. L. at the University of Cali-
fornia, in his native state, and then
an A. M. and Ph. D. at Harvard.

Science News-Letter, January 21, 1928
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ARCHAZEOLOGY
Ancients Had “New” Ideas

By R. V. D. MAGOFFIN

Dr. Magoffin is president of the Archaological
Institute of America.

As the ancient world gives up its
dead it seems as though there is
nothing new in the world.

A foreign firm of world famed
makers of glass proclaimed some time
ago the discovery of the method of
making perfectly clear yellow-white
glass; a few weeks later came the
real discovery. In Egypt, a complete
table set of clear yellow-white glass of
150 pieces comes unbroken from the
excavation of an ancient city in the
stratum that dates from the second
century B. C. Behold, a glass idol
shattered !

In clearing away the old wall on
the Acropolis hill at Athens, which
Themistocles about 500 years B. C.
had to build very hurriedly using any-
thing that came to hand, there were
found in the debris two marble slabs
with sculptured reliefs on them. One
of them shows a fine fight between a
dog and a cat. But the other por-
trays the start of a real struggle. In
the center of the sculptured slab two
young men stand, hockey sticks in
hand, the ball on the ground between
the sticks, and the referee about to
give the signal for the game to begin.

Our boys whip tops at the regular
top season. The boys in ancient times
did not know that sport, we may be
sure. So we thought, until a few
years ago. In a museum in Baltimore
there is now an ancient Greek dish
that was painted and fired some 2500
years ago. In the center of its bowl
a painted design shows two persons,
a man and a boy, and some sort of
object on the ground between them.
The man holds a short stick, from
which hang five little strips painted
black. They represent leather. The
object on the ground is a big wooden
top. The man is whipping it, and it
spins there as nicely as any top of
the most modern make.

But of course the ancient Greek or
Roman boy did not know the luxury
of that greatest juvenile necessity, a
pocket knife. Didn’t he, though?
There have come to many of our mu-
seums in the last few years from the
recent excavations, scores of ancient
pocket knives, a good many with the
blades of bronze still in them. Bronze
will cut as sharply as steel, but it
must be honed or stropped more often.
If, however, our knife blades are a bit
better than those of two or three
thousand years ago, the handles of
bone and ivory on the ancient knives
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