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the hen had not come from a far land and

if the egg had not been strange in color, the
hen might have cackled, someone might have eaten
the egg for breakfast and that would have been the
end of the incident.

As it was, a newspaper reporter heard about the
egg, a news photographer captured for admiring
millions the portrait of the interesting object and
the proud producer, and the purely domestic accom-
plishment became a matter of public note and com-
ment.

It was a fine story. The hen, so the reporter
said, laid a green egg. March 17 was approaching.
Some readers of the reporter’s article may have
jumped at the conclusion that the hen was respon-
sive to the feast day. In reality, she was not. She
was not even Irish.

The guardians of the hen searching through the
tomes in which the habits and peculiarities of such
creatures are recorded and preserved noted that

THERE was once a hen who laid an egg. If

reporter or the blue book of science right?

Fortunately the egg itself was available, Careful
eyes had pronounced it greenish blue or bluish
green, according to lights and opinions.

Nevertheless, one believer of science insisted that
the egg should be described as blue, as the book had
said. The reporter had erred in describing the egg
as of a color pleasing to St. Patrick’s memory. The
sgie}?tist who wrote the description was, jure divino,
right. -

And that is the point of this story. Unfortunately,
scientists are not infallible. Science, like a time-
table, is subject to change without notice. The
atom (from the Greek, uncut, indivisible) is com-
posed of electrons whirling around a complex
nucleus. Where now are the truths of Aristotle who
swayed the intellectual world for two millennia?

Science is not a creed to be worshipped. Scientists
are not wisemen ‘and priests who learn rituals. A
school boy may find a flaw in a classic of science
or discover new truths that perfect some of the
handiwork of the pioneers.

controversy resulted.

that particular sort of hen lays blue eggs. A
Was the scientifically green
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Editorial

Not a Night Picture

Physics

Though it looks at first glance to
be a picture of snow-covered trees,
taken at night time, the cover illus-
tration this week is of vegetation
full of green foliage, taken with
light vibrating too slowly to be
visible to the eye, the so-called
infra-red rays. Though the eye can-
not detect them, these rays can be
focussed through a lens, over which
is placed a screen to cut out the
more rapid, and visible, rays. Photo-
graphic plates can be sensitized so
that they record this image, though
even at best, and on a bright day, a
long time exposure is required.

This photograph was taken by
that ingenious American physi-
cist, Prof. Robert Williams Wood,
of Johns Hopkins University, in
Baltimore. One application that has
been made of such methods of
photography is to photograph the
stars in full daylight. The light from
the sky is almost completely de-
ficient in these rays, hence it appears
black in the picture. But the stars
send out infra-red light, as well as
the visible kind, so that if the visible
glare from the sky is eliminated by
suitable screens, the delicate infra-
red rays of the stars can be made
to write their own records on the
sensitive emulsion of the plate.
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INTERPRETING week by week,
the latest developments in the
various fields of science, this magazine
attempts also to present its articles
in the most pleasing and readable
topography and the most convenient
arrangement.

The clippability, indexing, and auto-
matic dating of each article are unique
features.

This is a separable magazine. Each
original article can be clipped or torn
out without losing or damaging another
important article on the other
side. These original articles are
backed by reprinted quotations or ex-
cerpts, short one-sentence items, ad-
vertisements, and other material not
likely to be clipped and preserved.

Each artficle is automatically n-
dexed by the key word printed in
italics just below the heading, or at
the end of the article when the article
has no heading. Articles can thus be
filed easily into any system of classi-
fication, whether it be Library of
Congress, Dewey, or one of the
reader’s own devising.

Each article is automatically dated
by its last line.

All of the resources of Science
Service, with its staff of scientific
writers and correspondents in centers
of research throughout the world, are
utilized in the editing of this maga-
zine,

Special articles by eminent authori-
ties appear frequently.

The reader can keep up with the
new books by reading the brief book
reviews that appear in each issue.

The great classics of science are
reprinted and interpreted.
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