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“No New Thing”

Philosophy

F. C. Kousg, in A4 Catholic View
of Holism (Macmillan) :

How Aristotle and the Scholastics
would have modified their theory of
Matter and Form if they had known
the results of modern analysis it
would be idle to discuss. In practice
the distinction is perceptible only by
intellect and is hardly expressible in
words.  Science has now resolved
all the tangible universe into atoms of
some ninety different kinds. It,
moreover, now claims to have resolved
all atoms into nuclei and electrons.
Further, they suspect that these elec-
trons (and I suppose nuclei also) are
nothing but vortices of the ether
which we are obliged to postulate as
a medium for the transmission of
waves of light and other “forces.”
That is to say, they have reduced all
matter to a basic indefinable subsance
indefinitely varied by forces playing
upon it. Their formula then is that
the visible world is equal to ether
plus combinations of forces (which
make wholes or forms). Aristotle’s
would be that the visible world is
equal to materia prima plus its mould-
ing forces. He would say: “Your
formula is only one step in front of
mine, for your ether is equal to
materia prima plus the one form of
capacity for transmitting force.”

There has of late been a rebellion
against the victorious ether, and Gen-
eral Smuts takes up a doubtful stand.
But if this ether is dethroned, we
shall have to substitute for it another
vague substance with exactly the
same quality of elasticity; and we
may as well call the new substance
by the same name. In that case the
difference of ultimate basis between
Lord Kelvin and Aristotle becomes
very filmy. I wrote a paper on the
subject in the Dublin Review many
years ago, but I never heard if any-
body read it besides the printers. At
that time my paper, originally read
for the Royal Society of S. Africa,
was pooh-poohed as “metaphysics”.
But medievalism is coming into its
own. Materia prima is just as much
science as ether is.

And the whole is not merely the
sum of the parts. Nor is it anything
superadded to the parts. It is the
parts in their co-existence and co-
activities. This General Smuts says
over and over again almost in the
words of St. Thomas Aquinas him-
self.
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High Grade Prepared Skeletons

At Favorable Prices

permanent school museum.

5235-57 Ravenswood Avenue

Satisfaction Guaranteed

Of the extensive line
that we prepare and
carry in stock, the fol-
lowing select items are
favorites with High
School and College in-
structors:

Z015 Squalus, cartilag=
inous, in museum
jar . __ $25.00
Z050 Necturus on base 11.00
2061 Bull Frog in glass 12.00
2066 Grass Frog in
lass 6.

g . 650
Z0105 Turtle, 8” to 10” 12.50
Z0116 Alligator on base 25.00
Z0130 Chicken on base.. 16.00
Z0155 Cat on base._.__ 18.00
Z0195 Monkey on base. 25.00

We have frequent calls from High Schools for a set of vertebrate skeletons
mounted in a hardwood glass-covered wall case, size 24x32”. This set includes
the Perch, Pigeon, Turtle, Rat and Grass Frog, price $53.00.

The larger set with specimens as illustrated above costs $75.00.
Our skeletons are excellent for class use as well as for building up the

Write for complete list and for biology catalog No. 5B.

DENOYER-GEPPERT COMPANY

Makers and Importers of Anatomical Models, Charts, Skeletons, Specimens
and Slides

Chicago, IIL

A cold damp spring has cut down
by 40 per cent. the expected harvest
of roses for rose oil in Bulgaria.

Geologists say that a tunnel under
the British Channel from Dover to
Calais is a practical project.

The oldest known recipe for mak-
ing perfume is in the thirtieth chap-
ter of Exodus, in the Bible.

Marshall Foch recently stated that
no new strategy of warfare has de-
veloped since the days of Hannibal.

Despite the chilly name of Ice-
land, the temperature at its capital,
Reykjavik, rarely goes below freez-

ing.

The congestion of the Chinese
population is attributed to the ma-
jority of the people being crowded
into one-third of its territory, chiefly
because of poor transportation facil-
ities.

Negro children are less likely to
be attacked by measles than white
children, but the disease goes harder
with the negro child.
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BINDER COVERS

FOR
ScieNcE  NEWS-LETTER

Many subscribers have expressed
a desire for a convenient binder in
which to file their copies of the
Science News-Letter. We there-
fore have prepared an attractive
and durable loose-leaf binder-cover
of gray leather-like stock, printed
in dark green and complete with
fasteners. Each binder-cover will
hold one volume (six months or 26
issues).

To facilitate punching the issues
of the Science News-Letter to fit
this binder-cover, a pattern show=
ing where holes should be placed
appears each week on the back
cover page.

To obtain a binder-cover, send
20 cents in stamps (make them 2s,
please), together with your name
and address (please print) to

SCIENCE SERVICE
21st and B Sts.

Washington, D. C.

www.jstor.org



