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FIRST GLANCES AT NEW BOOKS

Wirtriam Bateson, F. R. S—
Beatrice Bateson — Cambridge Press
($8.40). In 1920, William Bateson
collected ten of his papers which were
addressed to a lay public and which
he described as “all more or less law-
fully begotten by Mendelism out of
Common Sense, me obstetricante.”
To these ten papers Mrs. Bateson has
now added ten others dealing with
Mendelisnt, evolution and education,
together with three lengthy reviews.

Biography—Genetics
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Fierp Boox or CoMMON GILLED
MusarooMs—William S. Thomas—
Putnaw’s ($3.50). The gilled mush-
rooms are the most common of the
higher fungi, and are the ones most
sought after as food, though at the
same time most dreaded as possible
poison. In giving concise and well-
illustrated descriptions of all the com-
moner species, backed by a carefully
worked-out key, the author has done
a service both to him who would
study the mushrooms and to him who
would eat them. For the benefit of the
latter, moreover, there are appended
a number of excellent receipes.

Botany
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FieLp Boox oF NoORTH AMERICAN
MammarLs—H. E. Anthony — Put-
nam’s ($3.50). From the jaguar of
the south to the lemming of the Arc-
tic, from the whale of the depths to
the bighorn of the mountain-tops, you
can have them all in your pocket in
one handy volume. There are good
pictures, both plain and colored, to
back up the descriptions, and little
distribution maps to tell you whether
you have identified your species cor-
rectly for your locality.

Zoology
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ComMUNITY PROBLEMS — Arthur
Evans Wood — Century ($3.75).
Housing, health, recreation, and
Americanization are important prob-
lems in every community, and the
success or failure of the community to
solve these problems has far-reaching
results in the lives of its people. In
this comprehensive volume, Prof.
Wood has described methods which
different types of communities have
developed toward solving the prob-
lems, and has analyzed the different
plans and projects in the light of prac-
tical sociological value.

Sociology
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ExviRoNMENT AND RacE—Griffith
Taylor—Ouxford  University  Press
($6.50). This account of the migra-
tion of the races of man, their settle-
ment and ultimate status is interest-
ing because of the author’s novel
viewpoint that the present status of
the races is as much, if not more, the
result of environment as of any in-
herent qualities in the races them-
selves. The superiority of the so-
called Nordic race is questioned and
the yellow races are shown in many
respects to be the equal of the whites.

The book is well illustrated and
contains many tables.
Ethnography
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TrE StorY OF ORIENTAL PHILISO-
pHY—L. Adams Beck—Cosmopolitan
($5). One need not be a student of
philosophy or of Oriental peoples to
enjoy this book. Mrs. Beck (E. Bar-
rington) tells the story in as simple a
fashion as possible, considering the
subject. The legends and parables of
Oriental peoples, so often referred to
in both Eastern and Western litera-
ture, are interesting for themselves
and for the picture they give of early
life in the Orient, aside from their
deeper significance. The book helps
in understanding these Eastern people
with whom philosophy plays so much
more important a role than with West-
erners.

Philosophy
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WaEeaT Frour anp Dier—O. O.
Swanson—~>Macmillan ($2.50). A sane
discussion of the place of wheat flour
in the diet concludes an interesting
account of wheat flour and the mod-
ern and ancient methods of milling
it. Drawings and photographs add in-
terest to the text, which will be easily
understood by lay readers.

Nutrition
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O~NE HuUNDRED YEARS OF AMERI-
CAN RAI1LroADING—]John W. Starr,
Jr—Dodd, Mead ($3.50). Perhaps
more than any other country, the his-
tory of the United States has been
linked with the history of the railroad.
In this well-written and fully illus-
trated book, Mr. Starr tells of the de-
velopment of our rail transportation,
from the days of the Tom Thumb
locomotive to the electric giants that
now haul trains over our highest
mountains.

Sociology
Science News-Letter, September 29, 1928
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NATURE RAMBLINGS
By Frank THONE

Natural History

Osage Orange

A generation or so back, when
land was not so valuable as it is now
and when wire fences were much
more expensive, farmers used to en-
close their fields in stout hedges of
this thorny American tree species,
which will grow as a thick bush if
it is kept cropped down. The hedges
were very effective to keep cattle in
and small boys out, but they effec-
tually prevented crops from growing
within fifteen or twenty feet of them;
so that now they are fast disappear-
ing before the less picturesque but
more economical barbed wire. In
their day, however, these hedges were
so universally used that midwestern
farmers still refer to the Osage
orange simply as ‘“hedge”, and many
of them do not know any other name
for it.

Permitted to grow up, the Osage
orange becomes an interesting little
tree, yielding crops of great round
yellow fruits in the autumn. These
golden globes have given the tree its
name, but they are not even remotely
related to real oranges. They are,
indeed, quite useless and are even
reputed to be poisonous. No, they
are not quite useless either: they are
most beautiful for boys to pick up
and throw, and they make a most in-
teresting burst when they hit some-
thing solid. Although the species is
thoroughly American—its distribu-
tion centers around southern Mis-
souri and across Oklahoma and Ar-
kansas to Texas—its nearest relatives
are to be found in the isles of the
South Pacific. One of these kin-trees
is the famous breadfruit.

Though its fruit is useless, with
the notable exception above recorded,
the tree has its use, even though its
employment as a hedge is gone. Its
wood is very hard and strong, and
resists rotting better than any other
native timber.
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