Did Man’s Legs Outrun His Head?

Evolution

Has man gone up the evolutionary
ladder literally feet first? Did his
legs evolve into human legs faster
than his head evolved into a human
head?

The possibility that there has been
a tendency in the human genus to
evolve from the bottom up in more
than the figurative sense is suggested
by Dr. Wilhelm Gieseler of the Uni-
versity of Munich, writing in the
German scientific weekly, Forschungen
und Fortschritte.

Dr. Gieseler has made a study of
the two most-disputed human or near-
human remains so far discovered, the
Pithecanthropus or Ape-Man of Java
and the Broken Hill Man of South
Africa. Both of these n-th degree
great-uncles of the human race had
very primitive skulls, the cranium of
Pithecanthropus especially being so
“low-brow” that many anatomists are
still disposed to deny it human rank
at all but to classify it instead as the
skull of an extinct species of gibbon
or East Indian ape.

The German investigator defends
his opinion that Pithecanthropus was

Quake at Storm’s Birthplace

Seismology

The birthplace of the hurricane
that recently devastated Porto Rico
and parts of Florida, has again made
itself known to the world—this time
with an eartquake. A tremor occurred
there at 7.44 p. m., Eastern Standard
Time, on Wednesday, September 26.
This announcement was made by the
earthquake experts of the U. S. Coast
and Geodetic Survey after the study
of data gathered by Science Service.

A point about 250 miles off the
mouth of the Orinoco River, on the
northeast coast of South America, at
12 degrees north latitude and 59 de-
grees west longitude, was the center
of the quake. It was in this same
position that the Florida hurricane
was first reported.

Another effect of the storm on the
ground was shown recently when the
hurricane moved up the Atlantic
coast. Several days before it reached
Washington, Rev. F. A. Tondorf, S.
J., director of the earthquake observ-
atory at Georgetown University, re-
corded a great number of micro-
seisms, slight but continuous trem-
blings of the earth. This was a di-
rect effect of the storm.
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human, largely on the basis that his
eye-sockets are man-like rather than
ape-like, although he admits that the
skull is so low that the doubts of
some of his colleagues are easily ac-
counted for.

But an examination of the thigh-
bones of both Pithecanthropus and
Broken Hill Man tells an entirely
different story, according to Dr.
Gieseler. Not only is the thigh-bone
of Pithecanthropus quite unlike that
of a gibbon, but the thigh-bones of
both the extinct humans (or near-
humans) are so much like those of
modern man that doubts have been
expressed in both instances as to
whether they really belong with the
skulls at all. If they do not, he
argues, it is an extremely striking
coincidence that two debatable skulls
should have happened to be found
with thigh-bones that did not belong
with them. If they do, we have the
astonishing spectacle of men, or man-
like creatures, with very decidedly
primitive skulls walking on leg-bones
built on a decidedly modern pattern.
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Mosquitoes and Dengue

Hygiene

Dengue fever, which has been run-
ning riot in Athens, and in fact has
swept over the whole of Greece, is no
respector of persons, having finally at-
tacked Prime Minister Venizelos him-
self. The total number of cases in the
present epidemic has reached 80,000,
according to reports received by the
U. S. Public Health Service in Wash-
ington. This is an unusually large
number even for a warm country like
Greece, where the disease occurs fre-
quently.

Dengue fever, like yellow fever and
malaria, is.one of the so-called trop-
ical diseases and is spread by the mos-
quito. In former times it was consid-
ered a mild form of yellow fever, but
more recently it was found to be a
distinct disease. It has a sudden on-
set, and the course of the disease is
acute and short, usually seven days.
The death rate is very low, the pa-
tients almost always recovering. The
severe pains which characterize this
fever earned it the name of “break-
bone” fever.

One medical authority states that no
disease, not even influenza, attacks so
large a proportion of the population.
The last epidemic to occur in the
United States broke out in 1922.
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NATURE RAMBLINGS
By FranNnk THONE

Natural History

A Wanton Destroyer

In a recent issue of the Atlantic
Monthly there was a striking short
poem by Dorothy Leonard; the dis-
jointed death-agony thoughts of a
sparrow impaled on a thorn by a
shrike:

“The Great Shrike put me on a thorn

Too near the house where I was born.

It’s made of straw I thought so fine.

I see that heaven-pointing pine

I sang in, scrag against the sky.

No singing now for such as L.

Poor I—he must have marked my
crest

(Or that
breast)

To fancy me from all the rest.

Good Cankerworms! The tree’s pos-
sessed !

These other hop-in-hedges loop

Their necks like robins with the roup.

Don’t lollop around so sour and still,

Grimalkins . . . fly to Thirsty Hill!

I heard my blood drip on a stone.

Oh, Birds, how bright his bent beak
shone!

The shrike, or butcher-bird, is
often berated because of its apparent
ferocious cruelty, in hanging grass-
hoppers, mice, small birds and other
living things on thorns or barbed-
wire fences and leaving them there
in lingering agony. But it is not
settled whether or not the bird takes
any pleasure in the misery of its
victims—whether its cruelty is cold
and deliberate, or simply wanton and
wasteful.

There is no doubt that basically it
is nothing but a food-storing instinct.
But the shrike kills so much more
game than it eats, and forgets where
half its stock is left hanging. That
looks like sheer cruelty. Yet we re-
flect that California woodpeckers lay
up far too many acorns, that bees
store much too great a treasure of
honey, that dogs (Turn to next page)
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Wanton Destroyer—Cont'd

bury bones and guard them jealously
though they may never dig them up
again, and that proud and self-con-
ceited Man himself slaughters twenty
wild geese when he can't eat the whole
of one, or breaks a dozen business
rivals in the accumulation of a fortune
of which he can’t spend a tenth.  Is the
shrike alone in his wasteful madness?
Science News-Letter, October 6, 1928

THE
SCIENTIFIC HABIT
OF THOUGHT

by Fred w k Barry
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ASK YOUR BOOKSELLER FOR Barry’s
Scientific Habit of Thought. $3.50
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Germany has 10,000 miles of air
routes.

BINDER COVERS

FOR
SciENcE INEWS-LETTER

Many subscribers have expressed
a desire for a convenient binder in
which to file their copies of the
Science News-Letter. We there=
fore have prepared an attractive
and durable loose-leaf binder-cover
of gray leather-like stock, printed
in dark green and complete with
fasteners. [Each binder-cover will
hold one volume (six months or 26
issues).

To facilitate punching the issues
of the Science News-Letter to fit
this binder-cover, a pattern show=
ing where holes should be placed
appears each week on the back
cover page.

To obtain a binder-cover, send
20 cents in stamps (make them 2s,
please), together with your name
and address (please print) to

SCIENCE SERVICE
21st and B Sts.

Washington, D. C.

Invention of Pottery

Anthropology

RicaarD SwaNN LuLL in Ancient
Man (Doubleday, Doran) :

Pottery is so distinctive a feature
of human culture that a brief sum-
mary of its development during
Neolithic time seems needful. Just
how it originated is an interesting
question. It is evident, however,
that some means of storing liquids
arose with permanency of habitation
and the necessity of provision against
a time of scarcity. It may well be
that the art of making pottery orig-
inated scmewhat accidentally through
the effort to render watertight cer-
tain plaited containers, in other
words, baskets, by plastering the in-
side with elay, and there is evidence
that that very thing was done. If
these were used near the fire or in
connection with the operation of
cooking, some of the clay would be
hardened by the action of fire, and
thus another step in the operation
discovered, for sun-dried vessels can
be made permanent only in a tropical
climate. The art of the potter has
evidently been repeatedly acquired
by mankind as a local discovery,
hence one may not say that it had its

origin with this or that ancient peo-
ple and thence spread over the world.
And as the Australians and other
races of today are yet in Stone Age
stage of cultural evolution, so one
may find certain primitive peoples
still making pottery in the crudest
imaginable way and thus recapitu-
lating the evolution of the art as it
developed in Neolithic Europe.

Three methods of pottery making
seem to be common to all primitive
peoples. They are:

1. Hollowing out a vessel from a
lump of clay.

2. Building up on some support
such as basketwork or a plaited mat,
and adding masses of clay to increase
the capacity of the vessel.

3. Coiling, wherein a mass of clay
is rolled out in the form of a rope,
the object built up spirally, and then
smoothed either by the hand or by
simple wood or bone instruments.

The invention of the potter’s wheel,
again an instrument independently
acquired by diverse peoples, came
much later, not until the Age of
Bronze.
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High Grade Prepared Skeletons

At Favorable Prices

permanent school museum.

5235-57 Ravenswood Avenue

We have frequent calls from High Schools for a set of vertebrate skeletons
mounted in a hardwood glass-covered wall case, size 24x32".
the Perch, Pigeon, Turtle, Rat and Grass Frog, price $53.00.

The larger set with specimens as illustrated above costs $75.00.
Our skeletons are excellent for class use as well as for building up the

Write for complete list and for biology catalog No. 5B.

DENOYER-GEPPERT COMPANY

Makers and Importers of Anatomical Models, Charts, Skeletons, Specimens
and Slides

Satisfaction Guaranteed

Of the extensive line
that we prepare and
carry in stock, the fol-
lowing select items are
favorites with High
School and College in-
structors:

Z015 Squalus, cartilag=
inous, in museum
jar _$25.00
2050 Necturus on base 11.00
2061 Bull Frog in glass 12.00
2066 Grass Frog in 650

glass ... 6.
Z0105 Turtle, 8” to 10” 12.50
Z0116 Alligator on base 25.00
70130 Chicken on base. 16.00

70155 Cat on base ... 18.00
Z0195 Monkey on base. 25.00

This set includes
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