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Hourly Reports

Hourly reports of weather along
the airways are one of the needs of
civil aeronautics. In this way the
pilots may be immediately informed
of any changes in weather conditions,
Willis R. Gregg of the United States
Weather Bureau recently told mem-
bers of the American Meteorological
Society.

“At the present time the established
airways cover some 14,000 miles, with
about half this distance lighted for
night flying.

“Special weather service has been
organized on all of these airways.
This service includes upper air re-
ports from about 50 stations at which
pilot balloons are used in measuring
upper winds, and reports of surface
weather conditions from about 150
stations, located at critical points on
the airways themselves. In general
the reports are timed to fit the flight
schedules, although there are now in
operation two experimental services—
San Francisco to Los Angeles and
New York to Cleveland—in which the

Quake Predictions Guessed
Radiovision

Recent predictions of severe earth-
quakes in the Balkans and the Andes,
beginning on December 27 and cul-
minating on December 29, as an-
nounced by Rafael Bendandi, an Ital-
ian, failed completely, thus emphasiz-
ing anew that earthquake predictions
at present are only guesses, says L.
Don Leet, observer at the Harvard
seismograph station.

“As usual, there was no sign of
the predicted ‘strong disturbances’ in
spite of the generous area of seis-
mically active territory named,” said
Mr. Leet. “Such incidents, however.
have been repeated from time to time
during past years because Mr. Ben-
dani's many failures are ignored, and
anything that can be construed as a
successful forecast is given promi-
nence.

“The ‘prediction’ of earthquakes
for a definite hour, day, or even year,
at the present stage of the science of
seismology can be nothing but a guess.
Certain guesses have greater probabil-
ity than others, but they are guesses
none the less.

“Bendandi’s ‘predictions,” moreover,
cannot be regarded merely as unscien-
tific but harmless fakes. They are
reprehensible to a high degree when
one considers the effect upon credu-
lous people in the regions affected.”
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Aviation

reports are furnished at {requent,
regular intervals, both day and night.
Thus all flying on those airways is
served, whether on regular schedule
or not.

“The reports contain information
concerning those weather elements
that are of most concern to pilots,
particularly visibility, ceiling (height
of cloud base), fog and storminess.
These reports are supplemented by
short-range forecasts for the next one
to five or six hours.

“So much for the present status.
As to the future prospects, the plans
that are being worked out for adop-
tion as rapidly as facilities permit
include the following:

“a. The extension of the twice-daily
program of country-wide reports to
a four-times-a-day program, thus
making available general forecasts and
bulletins at intervals of six hours
instead of twelve hours, as at present.

“b. A suppplementary system of
three-hourly reports from small areas,
‘secondary nets,’ along the several

for Safe Air Travel

airways. The receipt of these by
trained meteorologists at airport sta-
tions will make possible the safe-
guarding of fliers from disturbances
that develop some distance off the
airways and approach them from one
side or the other.

“c. Hourly reports from numerous
points on the airways themselves.
These will keep the meteorologists
and others constantly informed as to
changes that may be occurring along
the line of flight.

“d. A prompt and dependable sys-
tem of communications is the *back-
bone’ of the service. At present the
teletype, or typewriter-printer, is
being favorably considered for the
hourly reports. Probably the tele-
graph and telephone will answer for
the less frequent reports. Radio must
be included for communications be-
tween ground and plane and will
supplement the others when they are
out of commission.”
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NTERPRETING week by week,

the latest developments in the
various fields of science, this magazine
attempts also to present its articles
in the most pleasing and readable
typography and the most convenient
arrangement.

The clippability, indexing, and auto-
matic dating of each article are unique
features.

This is a separable magazine. Each
original article can be clipped or torn
out without losing or damaging another
important article on the other side.
These original articles are backed by
reprinted quotations or excerpts, short
one-sentence items, advertisements,
and other material not likely to be
clipped and preserved.

Each article is automatically in-
dexed by the key word printed in
italics just below the heading, or at
the end of the article when the article
has no heading. Articles can thus be
filed easily into any system of classi-
fication, whether it be Library of
Congress, Dewey, or one of the
reader’s own devising.

Each article is automatically dated
by its last line.

All of the resources of Science
Service, with its staff of scientific
writers and correspondents in cen-
ters of research throughout the
world, are utilized in the editing of
this magazine.
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