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FIRST GLANCES AT NEW BOOKS

Hyprauric LaBoraTORY PRACTICE
—Edited by John R. Freeman—
American Soctety of Mechanical En-
gineers ($10). This is the monumen-
tal foundation for experimental hy-
draulics. To the editor, who in 1924
visited the hydraulic laboratories of
Europe, who has since repeatedly em-
phasized the great engineering and
financial savings that will come from
intelligent experimentation with mod-
els, who inspired and assured the
publication of this volume, the public
that will benefit from its content owes
a great debt. By first building great
river structures on a small scale,
European engineers have placed their
hydraulic engineering on an experi-
mental instead of an empirical basis.
They have set an example for
America.

Hydraulics
Science News-Letter, February 2, 1929

SKYSCRAPERS AND THE MEN WHoO
BuiLp TuEM—W. A. Starrett—Scrib-
ner’'s ($3.50). This much-needed
book is not a technical treatise on
building, but an interestingly written
work for the general reader who sees
skyscrapers going up all about him
and wants to know the why and the
wherefore of some of the procedure.

Engineering
Science News-Letter, February 2, 1929

Tue Rabpro ManuaL—George E.
Sterling, edited by Robert S. Kruse—
Van Nostrand ($6). A good-sized
hook (of 654 pages) that discusses
the general theory and practice of
radio and answers specific questions
on the installation, upkeep, operation
and control of radio apparatus, both
for transmission and reception. Broad-
casting, marine radio, trans-oceanic
communication and all other branches
are included. Much of this special-
ized information is not available in
any other book, so it is an invaluable
reference work for anyone who is
interested in radio.

Radio
Science News-Letter, February 2, 1929

A B C oF AviarroN—Victor W.
Page—Henley ($1). Though inexpen-
sive, this is a very complete and con-
cise account of aviation and its
terminology, both with heavier and
lighter-than-air craft. Unusually clear
and numerous drawings and diagrams
completely explain each point.

Aviation
Science News-Letter, February 2, 1929

CueMIcAL PusricaTtions: THEIR
NATURE AND Use—Melvin Guy Mel-
lon — McGraw-Hill ($1.50). The
chief purpose of this work is to
introduce the chemical student to the
technical journals of his field, to show
him what is in them and how to make
use of them to get out what he de-
sires. In this it will fill a long-felt
need and one that is still to be cov-
ered in other fields of science.

Chemistry
Science News-Letter, February 2, 1929

CHeEMIcAL REACTIONS OF THE
ProrocraPHIC LATENT IMAGE: VoL.
I—E.. R. Bullock—Van Nostrand
($2.50). Another volume in the series
of monographs on the theory of pho-
tography, produced by the Eastman
Research Laboratory under the editor-
ship of Dr. C. E. K. Mees. It deals
with silver-oxidizing baths, the chemi-
cal potential necessary for the destruc-
tion of the latent image, the silver
germ theory and the silver sulfide
germ theory, inter alia.

Photography—Chemistry
Science News-Letter, February 2, 1929
SOLUBLE SILICATES IN INDUSTRY—
. G. Vail—Chemical Catalog Co.
($9.50). Silicates have come into
very extensive industrial use for ad-
hesives, sizes, glazes and a host of
other things that call for colloids and
gels. This condensation of the essen-
tial data of the chemistry and physics
of these compounds into a single com-
pact volume will be welcomed by
chemists and technologists.

Industrial Chemistry
Science News-Letter, February 2, 1929

TaHe Sun—Charles G. Abbot—
Appleton ($3.50). For many years
this book by the Secretary of the
Smithsonian Institution, and one of
America’s leading astronomers, has
been a classic in its field, but recently
it has been limited in utility by the
fact that it was not entirely up to
date. In this revised edition he still
covers the same ground, of the sun
and its relation to the earth and the
universe in general, and he has in-
cluded extensive new material, much
of it a result of his own researches.

Astronomy
Science News-Letter, February 2, 1929

W. H. Hupson: Birp-maN—Har-
old Goddard—Dutton ($1). A chap-
ter of appreciation, rather than a
biography, of a charming and elusive

personality.
Biography
Science News-Letter, February 2, 1929
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Woopy PLANTS oF ALABAMA—R.
H. Harper—Geol. Survey of Alabama,
University, Ala. (free). A fully an-
notated list of the trees, shrubs and
vines found in Alabama, with discus-
sions of their local distribution and
economic uses, well illustrated with
half-tones of habit studies and with
distribution maps. The author, who
has devoted his life to the study of
the botany of the Southeast, here
makes a worthy addition to the grow-
ing literature of state floras avail-
able to the botanist and forester.

Botany
Science News-Letter, February 2, 1929

DeForesTED AMERICA — G. P.
Ahern—W ashington (20c). A pam-
phlet crammed with disquieting facts
about the rate at which lumberers are
cutting off our remaining timber sup-
ply and the rate at which they are not
taking steps to replace it.

Forestry
Science News-Letter, February 2, 1929

PrLanTt PaysioLocy—V. 1. Palla-
din; translated and edited by B. E.
Livingston. Third Edition—Blakiston
($4). In this new edition of Palla-
din, which has now become the stand-
ard and almost universally used plant
physiology text in this country, Dr.
Livingston has followed the practice
he initiated in the second edition of
bringing the book down to date by
means of ample supplementary notes,
without altering the original text.

Plant Physiology
Science News-Letter, February 2, 1929

EpucationaL BroLogy—W. H. At-
wood and E. D. Heiss—DBlakiston
($2.75). A textbook designed es-
pecially for the training of teachers.
The type method is followed.

Biology
Science News-Letter, February 2, 1929

Our VaNISHING WILDFLOWERS—
H. S. Salt—Watts (2s 6d). A dis-
cussion of the need for wildflower
conservation, and especially for wild-
flower preserves, in Britain.

Botany
Science News-Letter, February 2, 1929

THE NATURALIST AT THE DINNER
TaBLe—E. G. Boulenger—Duckworth
(6s). The director of the London
Zoological Society’s Aquarium in-
dulges in some charming table-talk on
the zoology of hors d’oeuvre, fish,
joint, game, poultry, cheese. It makes
one realize most strikingly how
“around the earth each useful product

flies.”
Natural History
Science News-Letter, February 2, 1929
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Students’
Chemistry Desk
No. 862

A favorite in many labora-
tories. Accommodates 16 stu-
dents, working in sections of 8.

| Laboratory Furniture
for the Teaching

of Science

Superintendents and Science
Instructors generally are famil-
iar with the reputation of Ke-
waunee Laboratory Furniture
for all science purposes. This
Company is the largest manu-
facturer of science laboratory
furniture in North America.
Our factories are specially
equipped to handle this kind of
work. We have equipped sev-
eral thousand universities, col-
leges, high schools, normal
schools, vocational schools, hos-
pitals, medical colleges, private
and industrial laboratories.

We co-operate with the
School Executives to help make
the school a credit to the com-
munity.

Blue prints, showing location
of floor connections, will be
sent on request. We will make
drawings without charge, upon
receipt of specifications.

Write for information. Ad-
dress all inquiries to the fac-
tory at Kewaunee.

LABORATORY  FURNITURE E; ? E.XI’ERTS.

C. G. Campbell, Pres. and Gen. Mgr.
206 Lincoln St., Kewaunee, Wis.

New York Office:
70 Fifth Avenue

Chicago Office:
25 E. Jackson Blvd.
Room 1511

Ofhces in Principel Cities

First Glances at New Books—Continued

WuaTr Is Lire?—Augusta Gas-
kell—T'homas ($3.50). This book
must be ticketed as philosophy rather
than as biology, for its central thesis
is frankly speculative. In addition to
“material” atoms of the kind familiar
to the physical scientist, the author’s
hypothesis envisages an entirely dif-
ferent category of ‘“‘immaterial” en-
tities composed of positively and nega-
tively charged electrons in relations
other than those obtaining in the
groups we know as atoms. These
“Z-system” units are assumed to have
power to influence atoms, to capture
and drag them along, though they do
not enter into chemical combination
with them. A material atom, or group
of atoms, thus captive to a Z-system
unit, is endowed with life. When the
Z-system unit becomes separated from
its material train, the latter becomes
subject to autolytic processes and
“dies”. The Z-system unit would thus
appear to be a species of entelechy,
reduced to atomic or subatomic mag-

nitude.
Philosophy
Science News-Letter, February 2, 1929

TuaEORY OF ProBaBILITY—William
Burnside — Macwullan  ($3.50). A
posthumous publication of the distin-
guished mathematician of Cambridge
University. The obituary by Dr. A.
R. Forsyth for the Royal Society is
also included.

Mathematics
Science News-Letter, February 2, 1929

SomE More MepicaL VIEWS ON
Birta ConTrROL—Edited by Norman
Haire—Duttorn ($2.50). Eleven doc-
tors give their opinions of birth con-
trol, chiefly from the medical rather
than the sociological standpoint.

Medicine—=Sociology
Science News-Letter, February 2, 1929

ConsecraTioO Mepict AND OTHER
Papers — Harvey  Cushing — Little,
Brown & Co. ($2.50). The book is
a collection of papers on medical sub-
jects charmingly written and of suffi-
ciently broad interest to appeal to
many besides physicians and medical
students.

Medicine
Science News-Letter, February 2, 1929
Here WE Go Rounp — Evelyn

Sharp— Morrow ($1). Tracing
man’s evolution by way of the dance
is the interesting theme of this small
volume, which is really a history of
the dance from the first one per-
formed ceremonially by a caveman to
modern jazz.

Evolution
Science News-Letter, February 2, 1929

TrE OricIN ofF CrviLizatioNn—G.
Elliott Smith—Morrow ($1). A well-
known British champion of the dif-
fusion theory of civilization describes
the progress made in ancient Egypt
and the scattering of that progress
through the Mediterranean area and
the East. The theory carried to its
ultimate limits leads to the startling
suggestion that America got its ideas
of pyramid building from the East.
In view of the increasing evidences of
the antiquity of Mayan culture, it is
rather hard to accept Dr. Smith’s
statement: “It was not until the sixth
or seventh century A. D. that the
great stone pyramids of Cambodean
and Javanese types were constructed
in America.”” Nevertheless, an inter-
esting little book, and a thought pro-
voking one, perhaps especially so
where the reader may not agree with
the author.

Ethnology
Science News-Letter, February 2, 1929

Emotion As THE Basis or Civi-
LizATIoN—]. H. Denison—Scribner
($5). The power of an emotion to
direct the destiny of a group of hu-
man beings has been too little con-
sidered. This valuable addition to
social psychology brings together evi-
dence from the civilization of China,
Rome, and other people of the past,
as well as our own present-day emo-
tional trends. The scope of the book
cannot be put into words better than
those of the author’s preface, where
he expresses the desire “to indicate
the vast influence of emotions on
social organization, and the necessity
of determining what emotions can be
used today to support our democratic
institutions and to advance civiliza-
tion; and further to suggest an in-
quiry as to whether the emotional cul-
tures now in use are helpful or harm-
ful, and as to what methods can be
used to create and maintain the emo-
tions which are found to be neces-
sary”.

Soctology—Psychology
Science News-Letter, February 2, 1929

Darwinism AND WHAT IT IMPLIES
—Sir Arthur Keith—Watts (7d).
The main facts about evolution and a
brief discussion of their philosoph-
ical implications condensed into a
56-page paper-bound book offered at
almost nothing a copy. Sir Arthur
Keith’s signature is surety enough
that the quality of the discussion is
of the highest, even though the price
be of the lowest.

Evolution
Science News-Letter, February 2, 1929



