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FIRST GLANCES

AT NEW BOOKS

EarLy History oF AssyrIia To 1000
B. C.—Sidney Smith—Dutton ($12).
Fills out a series of three volumes on
the history of Babylonia and Assyria,
of which the earlier volumes on Baby-
lonia were prepared by L. W. King.
This account of Assyria’s rise is dis-
tinctly “timely”, for such a book could
not have been written a few years ago.
Recent archaeological discoveries, not-
ably those at Ur and Kish, have made
it possible to test the truth of tra-
ditions, and to fill in important gaps
in old chronicles. In consequence of
these late additions to our knowledge
of the ancient world, the usual history
book landmarks of battles and dynas-
ties stand out in comparatively slight
relief, because of our interest in new-
found details about the people them-
selves, their origin, traits, and man-
ners. The author points out that there
are still blank pages in Assyrian his-
tory and some of the present interpre-
tations await confirmation. But the
story is now complete enough to con-
vince the reader that Assyria is as
worthy of his interest as ancient

Egypt.
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Primitive EcoNnomics oF THE NEw

ZeaLaND Maori—Raymond Firth—
Dutton ($6.25). A study in com-
parative economics, written by a
young anthropologist of New Zealand.
Tribes such as the Maori have their
problems of industry, wealth, land
ownership, and distribution of goods;
but their solution of these problems
has usually been judged in the light of
principles set down by civilized coun-
tries, with little understanding of local
conditions such as natural resources,
social institutions, and the primitive
human factor. The writer of the
preface, R. H. Tawney, points out
that studies such as this enable us to
turn back to our own economic or-
ganization and to view it more clear-
ly, after we have considered a world
with different standards and presuppo-
sitions.
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NEANDERTHAL (MoUSTERIAN) MAN

—Oliver C. Farrington and Henry
Field—Field Museum of Natural His-
tory (R5c.). A clear and concise sum-
mary of what is known about these
prehistoric Europeans, illustrated with
striking restorations of the Neander-
thal men, women, and children.
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Avupacrous AupuBoN—E. A. Mus-
champ—Brentano’s ($3.50). A bio-
graphy of that versatile American
genius, who, blamed by his contem-
poraries because he could not make
money, retaliated upon the world by
making himself famous and making
the descendants of his critics more
humanely nature-minded than they
would ever have been without him.
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OLp Ace—A. S. Warthin—Hoeber
($3). One of the most neglected
phases of human existence is here
examined carefully and critically,
with recourse upon all the resources
of physiology, biometry, psychology
and allied sciences.
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Lrterary EtHIcs—H. M. Paull—
Dutton ($3.75). All who have to do
with the making—or reading—of the
literary output of this prolific age
will be interested in this study of
forgery, plagiarism, and other crimes
and misdemeanors in literary activ-
ities.

Science News-Letter, October 12, 1929

MoDERN MATERIALISM AND EMER-
GENT EvoLutioNn — William Mec-
Dougall—Van Nostrand ($2.75). In
this volume the noted author supple-
ments the arguments contained in his
“Body and Mind”. The theme of the
book is stated on the jacket, ‘“This
book shows that strictly scientific re-
search establishes the fundamental as-
sumptions of all religion and all
morals; namely, that mind controls
the world of nature and the process
of evolution”.
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SystemaTic PsvcHorLogy: Pro-
LEGOMENA—Edward Bradford Titch-
ener—Macmillan ($2.50). A psychol-
ogy for psychologists, in which a
professor set about the task of de-
fining a science which has been singu-
larly difficult to bound, and the com-
plementary task of orienting psychol-
ogy to biology and physics.
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A Boox oF INpIAN TaALeEs—Charles
Erskine Scott Wood—Vanguard ($2).
Twenty folk stories told around In-
dian campfires in the Northwest, and
re-told by the author in simple,
graphic style.
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Papaco Music—Frances Dens-
more—U. S. Government Printing
Office ($1.25). Another of Miss
Densmore’s valuable bulletins in which
the music of passing tribes is pre-
served. She has here recorded music
of 167 songs of a desert tribe. In
addition to the music, a translation
of the Indian words is given, and an
analysis of the song, and in many
cases a description of the legend, cer-
emony, or other circumstances asso-
ciated with the music. There is per-
haps no modern record of Indian life
which gives us such clear flashes of
understanding of the Indian mind and
temperament as the words of the old
tribal songs.
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AmEericaN Crvic Annuar—Edited
by Harlean James—dAmerican Civic
Association ($3). As a record and
reference book of civic progress this
volume appearing for the first time
fills a unique need. National parks,
better homes, the federal city, regional
planning, highways, building projects,
parks, and a variety of other matters
vital to better living are treated in
short articles by experts.
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ItToc1 Poruvekovir RasoT (Sum-
MARY OF F1rTy YEARS’ WoORK)—I. V.
Michurin—Nowvaya Derevnya, Mos-
cow. A quarto volume summing up
the results of a half-century’s experi-
ments in the breeding of horticultural
plants, particularly of pomaceous
fruits, by a man who occupies much
the same position in Russia that the
late Luther Burbank held in the
United States. Printed in Russian,
with many colored plates.
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C. R. E. A. News Lerrer—Com-
mittee on the Relation of Electricity
to Agriculture, Chicago. The index
to the first seven numbers of this
periodical shows the immense range
of recent applications of electricity to
the farm. Among the topics treated
are electric incubation and brooding,
the lighting of homes and barns, pump-
ing water for irrigation, dish washing,
cow milking, refrigeration, ventilation,
tool grinding, food chopping, insect
catching, paint spraying, pig raising.
and carpet sweeping.
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