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NATURE RAMBLINGS

By Frank THONE

Cedar Wazxwing

Of all our bird winter boarders,
the cedar waxwing has, perhaps, the
best claim to the beauty prize. His
the most graceful shape, his the
smoothest, silkiest feathers. Most of
his coat is of browns and fawn shades
in the most delicate nuances, but he
breaks out in bits of bright color at
just the right places. Black under his
throat, and a narrow black mask
about his eyes beneath his neat little
crest; the black edged with a thin
strip of white and this set off with
just a suggestion of vermillion; could
any bird’s head be handsomer? Black
and white and red again about the
edges of his wings and tail—only this
time a scarlet instead of vermillion;
where does this bird achieve such
savoir faire in the matter of clothes?
And the tail always tipped with clear
yellow.

What is more, Mrs. Cedar Wax-
wing is allowed a larger share in this
sartorial splendor than usually falls
to female birds. She even has a crest,
though it lies back smoothly instead
of standing erect like her husband’s.

Elegant in dress, the waxwings are
also courteous in their manners. They
are social birds, always forming
friendly little parties of six or eight,
talking amiably in low tones, and po-
litely passing refreshments. Several
astute bird watchers state that they
will pass a cherry from bill to bill,
clear along a half-dozen of them sit-
ting on a twig, without any member
of the group offering to eat even a
part of it. They destroy considerable
numbers of insects, but for the most
part they are vegetarians.
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Mercury is an exception among
metals, in that it is recovered with-
out smelting, being distilled at the
mines and shipped as a finished
product.

———————————

Progress in Microscopy

IFTY-SIX years ago the Bausch & Lomb Op-

tical Company placed on the market the first
microscope that was within the means of the aver-
age scientist.

Since that time the progress of methods in manu-
facture has kept pace with the advance in the per-
formance and quality of B & L instruments until
now the FS microscope is available at an exceed-
ingly reasonable price.

Yet you will find that the FS is a high-grade com-
pound microscope. It is equipped with coarse and
fine adjustments. The fine adjustment is of the
B & L patented side lever type and ceases to act
when the objective touches the slide. An iris
diaphragm is provided.

Send for complete information
on this and our other models for
use in elementary, laboratory
and research work.

Bausch & Lomb Optical Company

697 Saint Paul Street Rochester, N. Y.
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