1130\/Iayas Tried to Stop

Archaeology

Predicted Eclipses

When Prediction Was Wrong They Said Their Magic Worked

HIGHLY accurate predictions of

eclipses of the sun and the
moon were made by the Maya In-
dians of Central America at least
eight centuries before Christ, Dr.
Herbert J. Spinden, curator of eth-
nology of the Brooklyn Museum,
has discovered. But after the Mayas
predicted an eclipse, they did their
best to stop it, by magical means.
When, occasionally, their predictions
failed, and the eclipse did not occur,
they attributed this to the success of
their magic.

Dr. Spinden is now on his way
to Europe where he will attend the
meeting of the Twenty-fourth In-
ternational Congress of American-
ists at Hamburg, and will give a de-
tailed report of his discoveries, which
reveal a surprisingly extensive as-
tronomical knowledge among these
early Americans.

Before his departure he explained
to Science Service that the Mayas,
after observing and counting the

Dam Saves Pueblo

TREACHEROUS little stream

that flowed down a cliffside and
threatened to destroy the prehistoric
ruins of Chetro Ketl in Chaco Canyon,
New Mexico, has been foiled by a
dam which forces the stream to take
another course. Rescuing of the valu-
able pueblo ruins was done by two
Navajos, by the direction of the Uni-
versity of New Mexico and the School
of American Research, which con
ducted new researches at the site this
summer. The stream has been under-
mining the pueblo for years and has
caused serious curvature in some of
the walls.

The latest excavations show that
the pueblo was a story taller than
has been supposed, and that it stood

five stories tall in its prime.
Archeeology
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The moon face tied up in
a bandage, Mayan symbol
for lunar eclipses.

days between eclipses occurring over
a period of a century or more, dis-
covered how eclipses repeat after a
certain period. In 752 B. C., on
November 10, according to our pres-
ent calendar, there was an eclipse
visible from their capital city. These
studies gave them the knowledge to
predict them, and they worked out
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a period of 260 days, each with a
separate name, which in multiples
made a table by which eclipses could
be foretold. But eclipses, especially
of the sun, were supposed to be
forebodings of evil, and they tried
to stop them when they found that
they were due.

The Mayas were at the height of
their temple building civilization dur-
ing the first six centuries of our era,
and in their inscriptions on these
temples they frequently noted eclipse
days. Their hieroglyphic symbols
for them were very expressive, for
a sun eclipse was represented by
their sign for the sun combined with
the one representing darkness, so
that the symbol literally means
“sun-darkness.” Moon eclipses were
represented by the moon face with a
band as if it had a headache and
wore a bandage. Dr. Spinden thinks
that the idea intended was that the
days of the moon were finished, and
that it was tied up, ready for burial.
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In Cotton Clothing

OLVES in the clothing of sheep

have been familiar, at least as
metaphors, for a couple of millenia.
More lately, since we have begun to
pay close attention to our trees and
shrubs, have we become acquainted
with a tiny wolf disguised as a tiny
tuft of cotton. The cottony cushion
scale is one of the most bothersome of
the parasitic insects that suck the life-
sap of plants. The magnifying eye of
Cornelia Clarke’s camera has picked
up one of these little monsters, and
gives us a better idea of the details

of his camouflage, as shown on the
cover picture of this issue of the
SciENCE NEws-LETTER.
Entomology
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