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VITAL STATISTICS

474-Year-Old Family Record
Analyzed by Chinese Student

Statistics Reveal Higher Mortality For Chinese Family Than
That Given by Earliest Official English Life Table

ITAL STATISTICS of a Chinese
family, faithfully kept for 474
years, have been subjected to statistical
examination by a modern Chinese stu-
dent, I-Chin Yuan, at the School of
Hygiene and Public Health, the Johns
Hopkins University, Baltimore. Mr.
Yuan's results will be published in the
forthcoming issue of Human Biology.
It has long been the custom in
China, Mr. Yuan explains, to keep de-
tailed accounts of births, marriages,
length of life, etc., particularly of the
men, in all Chinese families of any
standing. Such a family account giv-
ing the vital statistics of a well-estab-
lished household in the neighborhood
of Canton was placed in his hands some
time ago, and he has made a detailed
statistical study of life-expectancies of
this representative sample of the Chi-
nese population, covering as it does
nineteen generations, from the year
1365 to 1849.

Only children who lived to be more
than fifteen years old are taken into ac-
count in these Chinese family records,
so that Mr. Yuan’s study was limited to
this group in the whole population. In
the 474 years recorded in the book he
studied, there were 4,629 deaths. Age
at death is recorded for 3,844, or 83
per cent.

In general it was found that at the
younger ages the mortality rate was
higher among the females than among
the males but this relation was reversed
when the older ages were considered.
The only exception found was in the
seventeenth century, which was a time
of long and bloody wars in China. Then
the death rate for males was high in
the younger ages also, which of course
is to be expected. The greater expec-
tancy of life on the part of older wom-
en more than outbalances the high mot-
tality among girls, so that taken as a
whole the women of this group had
markedly longer lives than the men.

Mr. Yuan compared his record with
the earliest official English life table,
and found that for the time covered the
mortality rate for both men and women

was lower than that for Chinese as rep-
resented by the family he studied. Sur-
vivorship and expectation of life are
correspondingly greater for the Occi-
dental group.

“It is interesting,” Mr. Yuan con-
cludes, “to note that Farr’s table shows
several similar facts. The female mor-
tality rates are higher than those of the
male at the younger ages. The sur-
vivorship is more favorable for the fe-
male at the higher ages than for the
male. The expectation of life of the
female is greater at every age.”
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P\SZC(;I;:;YS Used for First Time
As Aid to Psycho-Analysis

THE FIRST use of moving pictures
as an aid to psycho-analysis in the
study of personality disorders and re-
tarded mental development was reported
at the recent meeting of the American
Association for the Study of the Feeble-
minded in New York. Dr. L. Pierce
Clark of Central Islip Hospital, New
York City, presented a film of the
dramatization by two of his patients of
their problems, and discussed the role of
this new psychiatric method.

In child analysis, Dr. Clark explained,
the child dramatizes his problem. This
is used as the basis for the interpreta-
tion of his difficulties. The play which
the child acts is considered symbolic of
his conflicts. It is thought that moving
pictures used in this way will give the
psychiatrist a better understanding of
the nature and causes of mental arrest
or feeblemindedness.

“In presenting for the first time child
analysis in dramatization by the motion
picture,” Dr. Clark said, “we hope to
bring out the manner of behavior of
certain neurotic children who symbol-
ically act or reenact their conflicts in
analytical sessions.”
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Cancer ranks second among causes of
death in the United States.
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CHEMISTRY
LABORATORY PLAN
for 24 Student Sections

Here’s a Chemistry Laboratory floor plan
that does away with the special lecture room.
It uses every foot of space most economically
and handles a maximum number of students.

Lincoln Science Desk No. D-503
No. D-510 is similar, but is 24 ft. 2 in. long

This floor plan is printed in much larger
size in the Kewaunee Blue Book. It calls for
the following equipment.

2 No. D-510 Lincoln Desks 24 ft. 2 in.
long

No. F-1114 Instructor’s Desk

No. D-937 Fume Hoods

No. F-1162 Balance Shelf

No. G-1452 Storage Case

No. F-1182 Wall Sink

No. G-1387 Note

Book Case i
1 No. G-1490 Key p A
Case

No. G-1484 Glass

Tubing Case

1 No. F-1156 Sliding
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Blackboard.
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Free Floor Plans }5
3
Send us a rough sketch ;‘f
or floor plans of the lab- 4

oratory you wish to Chemical
equip and Kewaunee En- ?:‘Dgggd

gineers will prepare a
suggestive equipment floor plan that will be
designed to save space, save time and to pro-
vide the most efhcient laboratory at a very
low cost. This service is free and places you
under no obligation. The Kewaunee Blue
Book contains many laboratory floor plan ar-
rangements. Write for it on your institu-
tion’s letterhead.
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