PRICE

15¢

SCIENCE NEWS LETTER

WEEKLY SUMMARY OF CURRENT SCIENCE e

YV EF /7

AUGUST 15, 1931

Astronomical Observatory or Bloody Altar?

See Page 102

S CIENCE SERVICE PUBLICATION

Science Service, Inc. is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to

The Science News-Letter. IIKOIRN
www.jstor.org




98 SCIENCE NEWs LETTER for August 15, 1931

® DO YOU KNOW THAT o

SCIENCE NEW'S LETTER

VOL. XX No. 540
The Weekly Current
Summary of Science

Published by
SCIENCE SERVICE

The Institution for the Popularization of Sci-
ence organized under the auspices of the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences, the National Re-
search Council and the American Association
for the Advancement of Science.

Edited by WarsoN Davis

Subscription rates—$5.00 a year postpaid. 15
cents a copy. Ten or more copies to same ad-
dress, 5 cents a copy. Special reduced subscrip-
tion rates are available to members of the Ameri-
can Association for the Advancement of Science.

In requesting change of address, please give
old as well as new address.

Advertising rates furnished on application.
Board of Trustees of Science Service

Honorary President, William E. Ritter, Uni-
versity of California. Representing the American
Association for the Advancement of Science.
J. McKeen Cattell, President, Editor, Science,
Garrison, N. Y.; Burton E. Livingston, Johns
Hopkins University, Baltimore, Md.; Raymond
Pearl, Director, Institute for Biological Re-
search, Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore,
Md. Representing the National Academy of
Sciences, W. H. Howell, Vice-President and
Chairman of Executive Committee, National Re-
search Council, Washington, D. C.; R. A. Milli-
kan, Director, Norman Bridge Laboratory of
Physics, California Institute of Technology, Pas-
adena, Calif.; David White, Senior Geologist, U.
S. Geological Survey, Representing National Re-
search Council, Vernon Kellogg, Permanent Sec-
retary, National Research Council, Washington,
D. C.; C. G. Abbot, Secretary, Smithsonian In-
stitution, Washington, D. C.; Harrison E. Howe,
Editor of Industrial and Engineering Chemistry.
Representing Journalistic Profession, John
Finley, Associate Editor, New York Times; Mark
Sullivan, Writer, Washington. D. C.: Marlen E.
Pew, Editor of Editor and Publisher, New
York City. Representing E. W. Scripps Estate,
Harry L. Smithton, Treasurer, Cincinnati, Ohio;
Robert P. Scripps, Scripps-Howard Newspapers,
West Chester, Ohio; Thomas L. Sidlo, Cleve-
land, Ohio.

Staff of Science Service

Managing Editor, Watson Davis; Staff writ-
ers: Frank Thone, Emily C. Davis, Jane Staf-
ford, Marjorie Van de Water, J. W. Young, D.
Lindsay Watson; Librarian, Minna Gill; Sales
and Advertising Manager, Hallie Jenkins.

Copyright, 1931, by Science Service, Inc. Re-
publication of any portion of the ScIENCE
News LETTER is strictly prohibited since it is dis-
tributed for personal, school, club or library use
only. Newspapers, magazines and other publica-
tions are invited to avail themselves of the nu-
merous syndicate services issued by Science Ser-
vice, details and samples of which will gladly be
sent on request.

Publication Office, 1930 Clifton Ave., Balti-
more, Md. Editorial and Executive Office, Con-
stitution Ave. at 21st St,, N. W., Washington,
D C

Address all communications to Washington,
D. C. Cable address: Scienserve, Washington.

Entered as second class matter October 1,
1926, at the post-office at Baltimore, Md., under
the act of March 3, 1879, Established in mime-
ographed form March 13, 1922, Title registered
as trade-mark, U. S. Patent Office.

Distant ancestors of the horse, that
lived in early geologic times, were no
bigger than small dogs.

The Dutch elm disease, which made
its first appearance in the United States
in 1930, is spread from tree to tree by
an elm-bark bettle, it is supposed.

A scientist from the University of
Leyden is in the United States studying
collections of Egyptian coffins in mu-
seums and transcribing the religious
texts on them.

The so-called flying squirrels are real-
ly gliders, gliding from a higher to a
lewer point by aid of a membrane along
the side of the body.

Scientists are working to produce a
linguistic atlas of the United States,
showing regional pronunciations, spell-
ings, and word usages.

A manufacturer is making automobile
wheels of bright metal, that shine to
rival head light rims and other metal
trim of automobiles.

A scientist of the U. S. Coast and
Geodetic Survey declares that there is no
foundation for the belief that the win-
ter climate of northeastern United
States could be moderated by changing
the course of the Gulf Stream.

Nurses and mothers should not hold
babies always in one arm, but should
shift positions, so as to strengthen the
baby’s muscles more evenly.

A new stethoscope instrument, for
examining the lungs by listening to the
breathing, works by electricity and pro-
duces a chart showing the condition of
the lungs graphically.

That lawyers should be required to
spend a period of training in prisons
before appointment as prosecuting at-
torneys or judges in criminal courts, is
the suggestion made by Dr. William
A. White, noted psychiatrist.

Manufacturers-of a moderately priced
Italian automobile plan to introduce cars
with engines burning oil, instead of gas
which is expensive in Italy.
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