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The more detailed accounts of earth-
quakes in the literature of the nineteenth
century had often recited the occur-
rence of a swinging motion like that
which is felt on the deck of a ship,
though less in amplitude. It was an
invisible motion, but it was distinctly
felt and sometimes caused nausea. At
considerable distances from the epi-
centrum people in the upper stories of
buildings felt a swinging motion, and
the chandeliers or other freely suspend-
ed objects would swing, while no move-
ment would be felt by those out of doors
or upon the ground floor. This slow,
swinging motion would be perceived
when no other form of vibration was
sensible. It was observable not only at
great distances from the epicentrum but
at intermediate points.

When the seismograph came into use
in Japan the first records obtained from
it showed that vibrations of short
period, from a tenth to a quarter of a
second, were usually superposed upon
and simultaneous with vibrations of one
or two seconds. The short vibrations
were usually a little before the longer
ones, but quickly died away, leaving
the longer ones predominant and at
length the exclusive form of oscillation.
Thus was given a partial confirmation
of the ancient idea as expressed by Se-
neca. The seismograph showed the
long, swinging movement like the rock-
ing of a ship and at the same time the
quick tremors which, though not strictly
a succussio, were enough like it in their
effects to be readily mistaken for it.
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Bear with Bell Proud
Although Ostracized

NOWING that bears hate and fear

noise, some packers on the trail in
Glacier National Park this past season
roped a black mother bear that had be-
come too great a nuisance around their
camp and hung a bell on a leather col-
lar around her neck. She was then re-
leased.

The effect was amusing. Her cubs
immediately ostracized her, squealing
their displeasure. At first the mother
bear resented the jingling neckpiece,
then became accustomed to it, and finally
actually displayed pride in it.

Her new cubs, it she retains the belled
collar during the hibernating period,
next summer probably will consider their
mother a superior member of the bruin
family because of her decoration.
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Research Hailed as Means
To Save Railroad Lines

CONTINUED increase in efficiency
of railroad operation as has been
practiced during the past decade will
be one of the chief methods by which
the common carriers will extricate
themselves from their present predica-
ment. This thought is gathered from an
address given by William C. Dicker-
man, president of the American Loco-
motive Company, before the Franklin
Institute in Philadelphia.

Coming at a time when the railroads
have been seeking higher freight rates,
Mr. Dickerman’s address emphasizes the
great technical advances and economies
the roads have made since 1920.

In spite of the fact that from 1920
to 1929 there was a reduction of 42
per cent. in the number of passenger-
miles per year, this loss has been coun-
teracted by savings and increased efh-
ciencies, Mr. Dickerman pointed out.
The loss of passenger-miles is not as
serious as it at first seems because the
bulk of the railroads’ revenue is derived
from freight, and freight revenue-ton-
miles increased about ten per cent. dur-
ing the decade.

Mr. Dickerman said that railroad op-
erating costs in 1929 had been reduced
to nearly three-fourths their 1920 value.
The number of employees was reduced
by 18 per cent., and 10 per cent. less
coal was burned.

The concentration of trains into
larger units and the expenditure of near-
ly $7,200,000,000 for capital improve-
ments taking advantage of technical ad-
vances are held responsible for these
savings. The number of freight cars de-
creased during the ten-year period, but
their average size and their total car-
rying capacity increased. There are also
fewer locomotives by 7,000, but as a
group they have greater power and
higher speed, and make longer engine
runs with less fuel than they did in
1920.

“This technical experience with its
background of research, invention and
resourcefulness,” Mr. Dickerman said,
“may be expected to continue its unre-
laxed efforts towards greater efficiency,
whether to be secured through super-
pressures in steam practice or in refine-
ment of internal combustion power far
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beyond anything that commercially has
been developed to date.”

Mr. Dickerman believes that the most
immediate economies to be achieved by
the railroads will come from replacing
25,000 locomotives more than 20 years

old—nearly half the total number in.

the United States—with modern up-to-
date efficient locomotives. Leaders in
practically all fields have long recog-
nized what obsolescence means to the
progress of industry. They have not
hesitated to replace their prime mover
equipment as more efficient apparatus
has been developed. Mr. Dickerman be-
lieves that the same economic analogy
holds good in the field of railroad mo-
tive power.
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Wlld Boars of European
Ancestry Roam in South

WILD BOARS, famous game ani-
mals of Europe in modern and
mediaval times, exist today in certain
mountainous regions of the South. Some
thirty years ago their ancestors, believed
to have been imported from Europe,
were turned loose in the mountains im-
mediately south of the Great Smokies.

The boars of today have the appear-
ance and all the characteristics of the
European boar, - although it has been
argued that they have crossed with the
razor-back hog. In any case, however,
the Tennessee boars are no less courage-
ous or aggressive than their pure-blooded
ancestors.
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Adrenal Gland Operation
Relieves Nervous Condition

N OPERATION on the adrenal

glands in which certain nerves are
cut is successful in relieving the nervous
condition known to scientists as neuro-
circulatory asthenia, Dr. George Crile,
of the Cleveland Clinic, has announced.
This condition acquired the name of
soldier’s heart during the World War,
when a number of officers and men at
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the front became incapacitated by it.
The same disease occurs in the stress of
civilian life. The condition resembles
mild hyperthyroidism, especially in cases
in which there is a goiter, and is also
sometimes confused with purely mental
diseases such as psychoneuroses, psy-
choses, hysteria and maladjustments.
These latter conditions, however, are not
relieved by the operation, Dr. Crile re-
ported.

The operation itself consists in sever-
ing certain nerves as they emerge from
the adrenal glands. These small glands
lying above the kidneys exert a power-
ful effect on the body. In emergencies,
through a substance they sectete, they
speed up our body processes so that we
can act quickly and efficiently enough to
save ourselves from whatever danger
threatens. In the condition known as
soldier’s heart, the glands are overactive
and cause stimulation which is not
needed. After the operation, the feeling
of nervous tension, rapid heart action
and cold sweat which have accompanied
the overstimulation become gradually
less and less. The operation is per-
formed in two stages. If improvement
does not follow the first operation, Dr.
Crile stated, it would be because the
condition had been wrongly diagnosed.
One patient has remained well for four-
teen years after the operation on one
side only, Dr. Crile reported.
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VENUS, MERCURY, AND MARS

Diagram of a portion of the western evening skies showing how close these three
planets are to each other at present.

'AIS'TIT::: Planets Together
From November 17 to 26

ITH the combination of keen
eyesight and a very clear sky in
the west at sunset, an interesting con-
junction of three bright planets can be
seen between Tuesday, November 17,
and Thanksgiving Day, November 26.

Sensory Reactions of People

Found to Be Widely Different

DIFFERENT people live in different
worlds, so far as their sensory re-
actions are concerned, Dr. Albert F.
Blakeslee of the Department of Gen-
etics, Carnegie Institution of Washing-
ton, at Cold Spring Harbor, N. Y., told
the meeting of the National Academy of
Sciences at New Haven.

Dr. Blakeslee reported experiments
testing the ability of different individu-
als to taste a chemical, phenyl-thio-car-
bamide. Some persons find very weak
solutions of this substance extremely
bitter; others detect no taste in even the
ctystals themselves. Taste deficiency for
the crystals appears to be inherited as a
Mendelian recessive, he has found.

The inability to detect the bitterness
is not a complete “taste blindness,” as
was at first supposed. For it has been

found by Dr. Blakeslee that the chemi-
cal is also bitter to the “non-tasters” if
only it can be gotten to their sense or-
gans in a sufficiently concentrated form.

“Most ‘non-tasters’ can detect bitter-
ness if a cold saturated solution is used,”
Dr. Blakeslee told the scientists. “‘The
few who are still negative to this test
have been found to taste bitterness in a
saturated solution in hot water or still
better in hot weak alcohol.”

Inability to taste the crystals may have
something to do with differences in
salivas as well as to differences in sense
organs, Dr. Blakeslee believes. He
found no close relation between acute-
ness of taste for this chemical and for
another bitter compound—picric acid—
or for a sweet or an acid.
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On the first date, just after the sun
has descended behind the western hori-
zon, the planet Venus can be seen a
short distance above. Just to the left of
it is the planet Mars, considerably
fainter. Directly below Venus is Mer-
cury, brighter than Mars, but inferior
to Venus. The star Antares, in the con-
stellation of Scorpius, is below Mer-
cury, but is practically invisible.

Positions Change

On successive evenings the relative
position of the planets changes. As
they move through the sky to the east,
Mercury will pass Mars and catch up
with Venus. On November 26, Venus
will be the highest, Mercury just below
and to the left, and Mars several times
as far below and to the right.

Unfortunately, these planets will be
so close to the sun that they will set
before the sky is very dark, but with
slight optical aid, such as a pair of
opera glasses, they may be seen more
easily. After November 26, the sun will
be so close that they will be invisible
even with such assistance. A more sat-
isfactory triple conjunction, of Saturn,
Venus and Mercury, will be seen in
1935, from February 1 to 3.
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Statistical tables show that malaria
has been increasing in the southern
states in the past few years.

The U. S. Post Office Department is
interested in a newly perfected device
which weighs mail and records the
amount of postage to be paid.



