SCIENCE REVIEW OF THE YEAR

SCIENCE NEWS [ETTE

THE WEEKLY SUMMARY OF CURRENT SCIENCE e

DECEMBER 26, 1931

Lengthening Robber Fingers

See Page 414

D
A

AL\ / S CIENCE SERVICE PUBLICATION

Science Service, Inc. is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access

The Science News-Letter. BINORY

www.jstor.org




402

SCIENCE NEWS LETTER

VOL. XX No. 559
The Weekly Current
Summary of Science

Published by
SCIENCE SERVICE

The Institution for the Popularization of Sci-
ence organized under the auspices of the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences, the National Re-
search Council and the American Association
for the Advancement of Science.

Edited by WatsoNn Davis

Subscription rates—$5.00 a year postpaid; two
years, $7.00; 15 cents a copy. Ten or more copies
to same address, 5 cents a copy. Back numbers
more than six months old, 25 cents.

In requesting change of address, please give
old as well as new address.

Advertising rates furnished on application.
Board of Trustees of Science Service

Homnorary President, William E. Ritter, Uni-
versity of California, Representing the American
Association for the Advancement of Science.
J. McKeen Cattell, President, Editor, Science,
Garrison, Y.; Burton E. Livingston, Johns
Hopkins University, Baltimore, Md.; Raymond
Pearl, Director, Institute for Biological Re-
search, Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore,
Md. Representing the National Academy of
Sciences, W. H. Howell, Vice-President and
Chairman of Ezxecutive Committee, National Re-
search Council, Washington, D. C.; R. A. Milli-
kan, Director, Norman Bridge Laboratory of
Physics, California Institute of Technology. Pas-
adena, Calif.; David White, Senior Geologist. U.
S. Geological Survey. Representing National Re-
search Council, Vernon Kellogg, Permanent Sec-
retary, National Research Council. Washington.
D. C.; C. G. Abbot, Secretary, Smithsonian In-
stitution, Washington, D. C.; Harrison E. Howe.
Editor of Industrial and Engineering Chemistry.
Representing Journalistic Profession, John .
Finley, Associate Editor, New York Times; Mark
Sullivan, Writer, Washington, D. C.; Marlen E.
Pew, Editor of Editor and Publisher, New
York City. Representing E. W. Scripps_ Estate.
Harry L. Smithton, Treasurer, Cincinnati, Ohio;
Robert P. Scripps, Scripps-Howard Newspapers.
West Chester, Ohio; Thomas L. Sidlo. Cleve-
land, Ohio.

Staff of Science Service

Managing Editor, Watson Davis; Staff writ-
ers: Frank Thone, Emi\l]i; C. Davis, Jane Staf-
ford, Marjorie Van de Water, J. W. \(oun% D.
Lindsay Watson; Librarian. Minna Gill: Sales
and Advertising Manager, Hallie Jenkins.

Copyright, 1931, by Science Service, Inc. Re-
ublilgtign of anyy portion of the .SC.IEN.CE
Ews LETTER is strictly prohibited since it is dis-
tributed_for personal, school, club or library use
only. Newspapers, magazines and other publica-
tions are invited to avail themselves of the nu-
merous svndicate services issued by Science Serv-
ice, details and samples of which will gladly be
sent on request.

Members of the American Association for the
Advancement of Science have the privilege of
subscribing to the ScieEnce NEws LETTER at the
reduced price of $3 per year. Application for
this privilege should be accompanied by privilege
card obtained from the Permanent Secretary,
A. A. A. S., Smithsonian Institution Building,
Washington, D. C

Publication Office, 1930 Clifton Ave., Balti-
more, Md. Editorial and Executive Office, Con-
stitu(t:ion Ave. at 21st St., N. W,, Washington,
D. C.

Address all communications to Washington,
D. C. Cable address: Scienserve, Washington.

Entered as second class matter October 1,
1926, at the post-office at Baltimore, Md., under
the act of March 3, 1879. Established in mime-
ographed form March 13, 1922. Title registered
as trade-mark, U. S. Patent Office.

SCIENCE NEwS LETTER for December 26, 1931

? DO YOU KNOW THAT ?

The Field Museum of Natural His-
tory displays an old Chinese painting
of beggars and street performers which
tells a story of a Chinese depression and
famine about a thousand years ago.

An X-ray tube that takes a snapshot
in one - thousandth of a second has
made its debut.

Spanish  adventurers the
lemon to America.

brought

Because it looked like a foreign code
message, the periodic chart of the ele-
ments was recently refused admission
to Russia by Soviet mail censors.

School sickness is a disease as real as
measles, says a government heaith spe-
cialist, who finds that many children
suffer from this ‘‘sickness,” which is
characterized by nervousness, irritabil-
ity, fear, and restlessness, and which is
traced to pressure in classrooms.

It is reported that many of the every-
day electrical appliances which have al-
ways been produced in black material
are due to blossom out in white, ivory
and gay colors, since synthetic urea
plastics have reached a commercial stage
where they are approximately inter-
changeable in cost and practicability
with the familiar black phenolic mold-
ing plastics.

When alligators are fishing, the flap-
ping of their tails on the water may be
heard half a mile away.

Catfish are so called, not because they
look like cats, but because they make a
purring sound when taken out of the
water.

There is no detectable sex difference
in memory abilities between men and
women or boys and girls, psychologists
at the University of California report.

The biggest sturgeon in the Great
Lakes weigh 200 pounds or more and
measure as much as eight feet in length,
which accounts for the fact that excited
observers sometimes mistake them for
sea serpents.

For the first time on record, the
stream of migration has turned away
from United States shores, departures
of aliens exceeding arrivals by 22,769,
in the first nine months of 1931.

Quinine was first isolated from cin-
chona bark in 1820, but the bark was
used in medicine hundreds of years be-
fore that.

Tests show that the total cost of run-
ning a car over a smooth surface road
is about one cent less per mile than
the cost on plain gravel.
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Science Service presents over the radio, an address

SIMPLIFICATION OF THE CALENDAR
By Dr. Charles F. Marvin, Chief of the U. S. Weather Bureau.

Friday, January 1, at 3:45 P. M., Eastern Standard Time
Over Stations of

The Columbia Broadcasting System




