PRICE

15¢

SCIENCE NEWS LETTER

THE WEEKLY SUMMARY OF CURRENT SCIENCE e

AUGUST 13, 1932

NI . Wind-Blown Lightning

See Page 97

;
\ [

Ak / S CIENCE SERVICE PUBLICATION
> |

Science Service, Inc. is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to

The Science News-Letter. RINORY
www.jstor.org




94 SCIENCE NEWS LETTER for August 13, 1932

? DO YOU KNOW THAT ?

SCIENCE NEWS LETTER

VOL, XXII No. 592
The Weekly Current
Summary of Science

Published by
SCIENCE SERVICE

The Institution for the Popularization of Sci-
ence organized under the auspices of the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences, the National Re-
search Council and the Amrerican Association
for the Advancement of Science.

Edited by Warson Davis

Subscription rates—$5.00 a year postpaid; two
years, $7.00; 15 cents a copy. Ten or more copies
to same address, 5 cents a copy. Back numbers
more than six months old, 25 cents.

In requesting change of address, please give
old as well as new address.

Advertising rates furnished on application.
Board of Trustees of Science Service

Honorary President, William E. Ritter, Uni-
versity of California. Representing the American
Association for the Advancement of Science
J. McKeen Cattell, President, Editor, Science,
Garrison, N. Y.; Burton E. Livingston, Johns
Hopkins University, Baltimore, Md.; Raymond
Pearl, Director, Institute forn Biological Re-
search, Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore,
Md. Representing the National Academy of
Sciences, W. H. Howell, Vice-President aend
Chairman of Executive Committee, National Re-
search Council, Washington, D. C.; R. A. Milli-
kan, Director, Norman Bridge Laboratory of
Physics, California Institute of Technology, Pas-
adena, Calif.; David White, Senior Geologist, U.
S. Geological Survey, Representing National Re-
search Council, Vernon Kellogg, Secretary
Emeritus, National Research Council, Washing
ton, D. C.; C. G. Abbot, Secretary, Smithsonian
Institution, Washington, D. C.; Harrison E.
Howe, Editor of Industrial and Engineering
Chemistry. Representing Journalistic Profession,
John H. Finley, Associate Editor, New York
Times; Mark Sullivan, Writer, Washington, D.
C.; Marlen E. Pew, Editor of Editor and Pub-
lisher, New York City. Representing E. .
Scripps Estate, Harry L. Smithton, Treasurer,
Cincinnati, Ohio; Robert P. Scripps, Scripps-
Howard Newspapers, West Chester, Ohio;
Thomas L. Sidlo, Cleveland, Ohio.

Staff of Science Service

Managing Editor, Watson Davis; Staff writ-
ers: Frank Thone, Emily C. Davis, Jane Staf-
ford, Marjorie Van de Water, J. W. Young;
Librarian, Minna_Gill; Sales and Advertising
Manager, Hallie Jenkins.

Copyright, 1932, by Science Service, Inc. Re-
ublication of any portion of the ScIENCE

Ews LETTER is strictly grohibited since it is dis-
tributed for personmal, school, club or library use
only. Newspapers, magazines and other publica-
tions are invited to avail themselves of the nu-
merous syndicate services issued by Science Serv-
ice, details and sanrples of which will gladly be
sent on request.

Members of the American Association for the
Advancement of Science have the privilege of
subscribing to the SciENce News LETTER at the
reduced price of $3 per year. Application for
this privilege should be accomrpanied by privilege
card obtained from the Permanent Secretary,
A. A. A. S., Smithsonian Institution Building,
Washington, D. C.

Publication Office, 1930 Clifton Ave., Balti-
more, Md. Editorial and Executive Office, Con-
;)titt(x:tion Ave. at 21st St, N. W., Washington,

Address all communications to Washington,
. C. Cable address: Scienservc, Washington.

Entered as second class matter October 1,
1926, at the post-office at Baltimore, Md., under
the act of March 3, 1879. Established in mime-
ographed form March 13, 1922. Title registered
2)3 trade mark, U. and Canadian Patent

ffices.

The process of tooth formation be-

gins about six months before a baby’s
birth.

Tests on redwood trees show that the
strongest lumber in one of these big
trees is near the bottom.

Russian thistle, a troublesome weed
which thrives in the West, is now dis-
covered to have feed value for stock.

In the ruins of Herculaneum has been
found a press used in Roman times to
set the folds in a toga.

A glass weaving factory abroad has
developed a process for making wall-
paper from glass.

Tourists can now fly from Berlin to
Leningrad in 13 hours, a trip which re-
quires 45 hours by train.

The Philadelphia College of Phar-
macy and Science is to give a one-year
course in scientific methods of crime
detection, stressing chemical procedures.

Photographs show that the moon
does not trace an even path across the
sky, but instead its path is erratic and
its speed is greater near the horizon.

A new light-weight, water-proof ma-
terial with dull-surfaced softness of
suede has been perfected.

The world’s largest plow, weighing
a ton and drawn by three heavy tractors,
has been set to work in Orange County,
California.

The Field Museum has received a col-
lection of little-known insects that live
in the Adang Valley of Upper Burma
at elevations as high as 12,000 feet.

The idea of clean-up week is as old as
ancient Rome, for the festival of Vesta
in June was the occasion for cleaning
homes and the goddess’ temple.

The University of California museum
has acquired a skeleton of an oreodont,
a prehistoric relative of modern pigs,
found in Nebraska embedded in solid
rock.

A drinking fountain which spouts
when the drinker merely bends over it
has been installed in an office building
of the General Electric Company, the
secret of the “magic” being a photo-
electric device operated by invisible in-
fra-red light.

AGRICULTURE
_When will Canadian farmers plant rust-re-
sistant wheat? p. 105

ARCHAEOLOGY
What church has a mud alwar? p. 100

PALEONTOLOGY
Where did the granddaddy of all crocodiles
live? p. 96

ASTRONOMY

What is the length of the longest camera to
beGused for observing the Aug. 31 eclipse? p.
10

ASTRONOMY-RADIO
How long will the radie eclipse last? p. 95

BropHYsICS

Where are plants raised in copper cages un-
der electric lights? p. 98—The Green Leaf—
D. T. Macdougal—Appleton, 1930, $2.

Borany
How old is saffron? p. 100

CHEMISTRY .
How much acetic acid can be made from a
cord of wood? p. 101

CONSERVATION
How many commercial decoy ponds are there
in Holland? p. 104

ENGINEERING
Is it possible to cut stellite with water? p.
3

WITH THE SCIENCES THIS WEEK

Curiosity arousing questions for the teacher and general reader. Book
references in italic type are not sources of information of the articles, but
are references for further reading. Books cited can be supplied by Librarian,
Science Service, at publisher’s price, prepaid in U. S.

ENGINEERING-METEOROLOGY
When lightning hits a_power line, how long
does the first flashover last? p. 97

ENTOMOLOGY .
How can you make insects leave a screened
porch? p. 101

EtaNoLOGY
In what peculiar way must Easter Island
tablets be read? p. 97

GEOLOGY

How would a 200-foot dam be made to raise
water 500-feet? p. 95—The Grand Coulee—].
I-I9¢3r21eﬂ$48retz——American Geographical Society,
1 . .

MEDICINE

Why may a cancer cell be called sick? p.
11;07;C4ncer-—Willy Meyer — Hoeber, 1931,
7.5

METEOROLOGY
Which three months of 1932 were abnor-
mally warm over most of the country? p. 100

PHYSIOLOGY
Do dog’s teeth decay? p. 96—~Your Teeth—
Charles I. Stolof—Dutten, 1929, $2.50
How does physical exercise affect brain? p.
100—Brains of Rats and Men—C. Judson Her-
rick—University of Chicago Press, 1926, $3.
What is androtin? p. 100
PusLic HEALTH

. Is it _possible to immunize against tapeworm
infestation? p. 97




