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SCIENCE NEWs LETTER for August 26, 1933

DO YOU KNOW?

The oldest known maps of cities are
from Mesopotamia.

Whether ivy poisoning ever causes
death is a question which doctors have
not settled.

Sitka spruce has such qualities of
resonance that it is much used for piano
sound boards and organ pipes.

One of the many puzzling facts about
cancer is that this widespread disease is
apparently unknown in the district of
Lahul, India.

In the gpidemic of 1770 and 1771,
three million people died of smallpox
in the East Indies.

The spectacled bear of the Andes
Mountains has light rings around its
eyes, very much like glasses.

A life insurance company in the west
found that, out of 6,200 children, only
24 per cent. had been immunized against
diphtheria.

A tunnel under the Straits of Gibral-
tar, to link Europe with Africa, is again
being promoted.

It is estimated that from two to four
per cent. of the people in this country
are afflicted with heart disease.

Pairs of linen gloves were among the
clothing of the Egyptian pharaoh Tut-
ankhamen who lived in the fourteenth
century B. C.

When the giant water lily, the Vic-
toria regia, blooms it has been-observed
to give off heat 14 degrees centigrade
above the surrounding air.

A government scientist found that a
layer of chromium no thicker than four
ten-thousandths of an inch will lengthen
the life of the rifling in guns.

Rosin, tar, and turpentine came to
be called “naval stores” in the days
when sdiling vessels used pine tar to
waterproof ropes and sails and other
parts of ships.

AERONAUTICS
Who wants to fly by muscle power? p. 137.

ARCHAEOLOGY

Did Cortes see the Aztec ruins now being re-
stored in Mexico? p. 138. Ancient Civilization
of Mexico and Central America—Herbert ].
Spinden—American Museum of Natural His-
tory, 1928, $1.

ASTRONOMY

How bright is Sirius’ companion? p. 136.

Wh63t has happened to the Sawrnian spot?
p. 136.

When did Nova Ophiuchi Number Three
brighten? p. 132.

BoTtany

Where are new species a century old being
found? p. 135.

Why does nature provide
seeds? p. 131.

‘‘impermeable’”

BoTANY-ENTOMOLOGY
How may a plant be used to fight locusts?
p. 132.

CHEMISTRY

How can oil be found without drilling? p.
137.

How much bromine does a cubic mile of
seawater contain? p. 138.

EnTOMOLOGY
How many legs can a mantis shed? p. 137.
How may grasshoppers be fought now and
during the winter? p. 141. Manual of Injurious
Insects—Glenn W. Herrick—Holt, 1925, $4.50.

GEOLOGY
How much does Chicago rise each year? p.
139.

WITH THE SCIENCES THIS WEEK

How were mineralogical names standardized?
p. 137.

METEOROLOGY

Why are China’s floods severe? p. 141.
China, Land of Famine—Walter H. Mallory—
Amer. Geographical Soc., 1926, $

ORNITHOLOGY
Where does the white pelican nest? p. 136.

PALEONTOLOGY
Are sirenian fossils abundant? p. 136.

PHYSsICS
How much heat does gold generate? p. 131.
What is the energy of the neutron? p. 131.
Atoms, Molecules and Quanta—A. E. Ruark
and H. C. Urey—McGraw-Hill, 1930, $7.
Where does the energy of interstellar space
come trom? p. 135.

PsycHOLOGY. .

Can a chimpanzee be raught good manners?
p. 133, The Ape and the Child—W . N. Kel-
logg asmz' T. A. Kellogg—W bittlesey House,
1933, $3.

Rabio

What are the advantages of metal radio
tubes? p. 137.
TECHNOLOGY

Do aluminum paints make good primers? p.
136.

These cauriosity-arousing questions show at a
glance the wide field of scientific activity from
which this week's news comes. Book references
in italic type are not sources of information of
the article, but are references for further read-
ing. Books cited can be supplied by Book Dept.,
Science News Letter, at publishers’ prices, pre-
paid in the United Siates.




