5 N
SCIENCE NEWSTETTER

\| |/
\| |/

THE WEEKLY SUMMARY OF CURRENT SCIENCE e

NOVEMBER 25, 1933

Erecting a Bilby Tower
See Page 339
/.

\\ I/

A l\ / S CIENCE SERVICE PUBLICATION

[
:
Science Service, Inc. is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to Q%%

The Science News-Letter. RINORY
WWw.jstor.org




338

SCIENCE NEWS LETTER

VOL. XXIV No. 659
The Weekly Current
Summary  of Science

Published by
SCIENCE SERVICE

The Institution for the Popularization of Sci-
ence organized under the auspices of the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences, the National Re-
search Council and the American Association
for the Adv t of Sci 3

Edited by WatsoN Davis

Subscription rates—$5.00 a year postpaid; two
years $7.00; 15 cents a copy. Ten or more copies
to same address, 5 cents a copy. Back numbers
more than six months old, 25 cents.

Canadian and foreign subscribers please add
two dollars ($2.00) per year to regular sub-
scription rates to cover postage.

In requesting change of address, please give
your old address as well as the new one in noti-
fication to Circulation Department, SCIENCE
News Lerrer, 21st and Constitution Ave.,
Washington, D. C., at least two weeks before
change is to become effective.

Advertising rates furnished on application.

Board of Trustees of Science Service

Honorary President, William E. Ritter, Uni-
versity of California. Representing the American
Association for the Adva t of Sci
J. McKeen Cattell, President, Editor, Science,
Garrison, Y.; Burton E. Livingston, Johns
Hopkins University, Baltimore, Md.; I_{aymond
Pearl, Director, Institute for Biological Re-
search, Johns Hopkins Uniyversity, Baltimore,
Md. Representing the National Academy of
Sciences, Howell, Vice-President and
Chairman of Executive Committee, Johns Hop-
kins University, Baltimore, Md.; A. Milli-
kan, Director, Norman Bridge Laboratory of
Physics, California Institute of Technology, Pas-
adena, Calif.; David White, Senior Geologist, U.
S. Geological Survey. Representing National Re-
search Council, Vernon Kellogg, Secretary
Emeritus, National Research Council, Washing-
ton, D. é.; C. G. Abbot, Secretary, Smithsonian
[nstitution, Washington, C.; Harrison E.
Howe, Editor of Industrial and Engineering
Chemistry. Representing Journalistic Profession,
John H. Finley, Associate Editor, New York
Times; Mark Sullivan, Writer, Washington, D.
C.; Marlen E. Pew, Editor_of Editor and Pub-
lisher, New York City, Representing E .
Scripps Estate, Harry L. Smithton, Treasurer,
Cincinnati, Ohio; Robert P. Scripps, Scripps-
Howard Newspapers, West Chester, Ohio;
Thomas L. Sidlo, Cleveland, Ohio.

Staff of Science Service

Director, Watson Davis; Staff writers: Fgaqk
Thone, Emily C. Davis, Jane Stafford, Marjorie
Van de Water, J. W. Young; Librarian, Minna
Gill; Sales and Advertising Manager, Hallie
Jenkins. . .

Copyright, 1933, by Science Service, Inc. Re-
ublication of any portion of the SCIENCE
glsws LETTER is strictly prohibited since it 1s
distributed for personal, school, club or library
use only. Newspapers, magazines and other pub-
lications are invited to avail themselves of the
numerous syndicate services issued by Science
Service, details and samples of which will gladly
be sent on request. .

Members of the American Association for the
Advancement of Science have the privilege of
subscribing to the SciENCE NEws LETTER at the
reduced price of $3 per year. Application fpr
this privilege should be accompanied by priv-
ilege card obtained from the Permanent Secre-
tary, . . S., Smithsonian Institution
Building, Washington, D. C. .

Publication Office, 1930 Clifton Ave., Balti-
more, Md., Editorial and Executive Office, Con-
stitution Ave. at 21st St., N. W., Washington,

Address all communications to Washington,
D. C. Cable address: Scienservc, Washington.

Entered as second class matter October 1,
1926, at the post-office at Baltimore, Md., under
the act of March 3, 1879. Established in mime-
ographed form March 13, 1922. Title registered
as trade-mark, U. S. and Canadian Patent Of-

fices.

SCIENCE NEWS LETTER for November 25, 1933

DO YOU KNOW?

The elephant’s keenest sense is his
sense of smell.

Hunting wild swans is prohibited by
federal law in the United States at all
times.

Because of over-cultivation, the silk-
worm of Japan is delicate and difficult
to raise.

Birds may have a development of
breast muscles, for operating their
wings, equal to one-fifth of their total
weight.

Medical records were kept in the
temple of Aesculapius in Greece, case
histories being registered on matble
tablets.

Ephedrine, discovered ten years ago,
and used widely in nasal preparations,
is obtained from a Chinese drug plant
used as a cure-all in China for 5,000
years.

Tests show that yellow corn contains
more vitamin A than white corn.

Trees planted so as to shelter a house
may save as much as 15 per cent. in fuel
bills.

The oldest written record of a horse
show known is in a book written in
England in 1174.

In testing the strength of healing
wounds, surgcons use many of the tests
known to engineering science.

Cataract, an eye disease ordinarily as-
sociated with middle aged and old peo-
ple, occasionally occurs in children.

The last census showed that 86 out
of every 100 farms in this country were
operated entirely with horses or mules.

Recent chemical discoveries may re-
sult in greater use of tobacco instead
of arsenic preparations in insecticides.

ASTRONOMY
What is the average density of matter in the
universe? p. 341. The Expanding Universe—
Sir Arthur Eddington—Macmillan, 1933, $2.
Where were most Leonids meteors seen?
p. 348. Our Stone-Pelted Planet—H. H. Ninin-
ger—Houghton Mifflin, 1933, $5.

AVIATION—PHYSICS

How has the radio range-beacon been im-
proved? p. 341.

CHEMISTRY

How many concerns are seeking to quick-
age whiskey? p. 342.

What is acetamide? p. 342.

ENGINEERING
How long does it take to erect a Bilby
tower? p. 339.

GENERAL SCIENCE

How would Dr. Hrdlicka protect scientific
treasures from destruction by war? p. 344.

GENETICS
How may evolutionary changes be speeded
in plants? p. 345.

IcHTHYOLOGY
Can a fish live without air? p. 350. A His-
éo;};oof Fishes—]. R. Norman—Stokes, 1931,

MEDICINE

How does infantile paralysis virus enter a
person’s body? p. 340.

How may food sensitivity deform the face?
p. 344.

Why was it important to learn that mice
can contract sleeping sickness? p. 348.

METEOROLOGY

What do sunspots have to do with weather?
p. 343. The Drama of Weather—Sir Napier
Shaw—Macmillan, 1933, $3.50.

PALEONTOLOGY . X .
Where were fossils of America’s latest pri-
mate found? p. 343

WITH THE SCIENCES THIS WEEK

PHOTOGRAPHY
How many miles of flight will 800 feet of
movie film photograph? p. 343.

PHYSsICS
What solutions cannot be heated by short
radio waves? p. 345.

PHysIoLOGY

How are normal men physiologically unlike
freaks? p. 345.

How is an expression of weeping unlike one
of fury? p. 346. Simple Lessons in Human
Anaiomy—B. . H. Harvey—Amer. Med.
Assn., 1931, $2.
4What chemical dilates the blood vessels? p.
348.

What is the speed limit of auditotv nerve
fibers? p. 339.

FsYCHIATRY
What is schizophrenia? p. 340.

PusLic HEALTH

Ho4w should amebic dysentery be combated?
p. 342.

What is likely to delay the conquest of
tuberculosis? p. 345.

What is the new scarlet fever control meth-
od? p. 342

SoCIOLOGY
What did people throw away from 1893 to
1903? p. 341.

VETERINARY MEDICINE
Hozn; do the Swiss keep their cattle fertile?

p. .

What is the turkey’s worst scourge? p. 344.

These curiosity-arousing questions show at a
glance the wide field of sciemtific activity from
which this week’s news comes. Book references
in italic type are not sources of information for
the article, but are referemces for further read-
ing. Books cited can be supplied by Book
Dept., Science News Letter, at publishers’
prices, prepaid in the United States.
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Whiech of Your Friends

Which friends would value ScCIENCE NEWS
LETTER as a Christmas Gift?

HY not use Sciexce News LETTER as a
personally tested gift for good friends,
men or women whom you know have in-
tellectual curiosity. If its thoroughness, accuracy
and brevity have brought you satisfaction and en-
joyment, these same qualities will be really useful to

some whose names are on your Christmas list.

Send Sciexce News LerTer and then rest assured
that you have given one of the most appropriate re-
membrances, not only because it will be received each
week during the year, but also because of the special
Christmas wrappings that are to enclose the first
copy of vour gift subscription.

Plans have been made for the first Science NEws
LerTer of your gift subscription to arrive with all
the flurry and joy of Christmastide.

The first copy will greet your friends beautifully
wrapped and enclosed in a crinkly paper, holly green
Christmas box. Each box will be sent by Special
Delivery mail to be delivered in the midst of the ex-

citement of December 25.

Your gift box will also contain a silver and fire-
cracker red Christmas card with your name inscribed

upon it. (See the illustration here).

Sciexce News LeETTER is an increasingly popular
Christmas present among our subscribers. Last year,
gift subscriptions increased 52 per cent. over the pre-
ceding year.

Special Christmas subscription prices are below:

Christmas Rates:

One subscription (1 year)...........
One subscription (2 years).........
Two (1 year) subscriptions.....
Three (1 year) subscriptions
Additional (1 year) subscriptions.....§ 3.50 each

In connection with a Gift Subscription, your own sub-
scription may be renewed at the special Christmas rate
of $3.50 a year.

—L—————————————-

This is the
way the gift

Science News

Letter will be re-

ceived—wrapped in a

349

holly green, crinkly paper box carrying a card with your name

on it. Delivery by special delivery mail.

To SCIENCE NEWS LETTER
21st and Constitution Avenue, N. W.,
Washington, D. C.

SEND ScCIENCE NEWS LETTER for one year, as my gift, mailing
the first copy boxed and with Greeting Card as above, to the
following:

Street
A By O e e er s ones aesssnssrustns siannuhunnsarsnntansussnnsnssesnnastssnnaesasnnsuousrsntosourernras

City and
T P e A T T B L O T o T D O B e e T O e

Street
A AT 8. e esrs s crensontesaunshsseata aonayeneeoonaeesanamenuns b bu Al s sunanssesannssLasunruacesce

City and
o O T Lo T A OO T e P e E T O e T A et o

O ©One year
RENEW my own subscription for [ Two years
O I enclose $ in payment of the above subscriptions.

O I will remit $ on receipt of your bill on January 1.

MY NAME

Street
Address

City

.

(19125) l



