Oklahoma Earring

See Page 126

S CIENCE

AUGUST 25, 1934

SERVICE PUBLICATION

Science Service, Inc. is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to

The Science News-Letter. BIKORY
www.jstor.org




114

SCIENCE NEWS LETTER

VOL. XXVI No. 698
The Weekly Current
Summary of Science

Published by
SCIENCE SERVICE

The Instimtion for the Popularization of Sci-
ence organized under the auspices of the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences, the National Re-
search Council and the American Association
for the Advancement of Science.

Edited by WATsoN Davis

Subscription rates—$5.00 a year postpaid; two
years $7.00; 15 cents a copy. Ten or more copies
to same address, 5 cents a copy. Back numbers
more than six months old, 25 cents.

Canadian and Foreign subscribers please add $1
a year to regular subscription rates to cover postage.

In requesting change of address, please give
your old address as well as the new one in noti-
fication to Circulation Department, SCIENCE
NEws LETTER, 21st and Constitution Ave.,
Washington, D. C., at least two weeks before
chanfe is to become effective.

Advertising rates furnished on application.

Board of Trustees of Science Service

Honorary President, Willam E. Riuer, Uni-
versity of California,  Representing the American
Association for the Advancement of Science,
J. McKeen Cattell, Presiden:, Editor, Science,
Garrison, N. Y.; Burton E. Livingston, Johns
Hopkins University, Baltimore, Md,; Raymond
Pearl, Director, Instiute for Biological Re-
search, Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore,
Md. Representing the National Academy of
Sciences, H. Howell, Vice-President and
Chairman of Executive Commistee, Johns HoF-
kins University, Baltimore, Md.; R. A. Milli-
kan, Director, Norman Bridge Laboratory ot
Physics, California Institute of Technology, Pas-
adena, Calif.; David White, Senior Geologist, U.
S. Geological Survey. Representing National Re-
search  Council, Vernon Kellogg, Secretary
Emeritus, National Research Council, Washing-
ton, D. C.; C. G. Abbot, Secretary, Smithsonian
Institution, Washington, D. C.; Harrison E. Howe,
Editor of Industrial and Engineering Chemistry,
Washington, D. C. Representing Journalistic Pro-
fession, John H. Finley, Associate Editor, New York
Times; Mark Sullivan, Writer, Washington, D.
C.; Marlen E. Pew, Editor of Editor and Pub-
lisher, New York City, Representing E. W.
Scripps Estate, Harry L. Smithton, Treasurer,
Cincinnati, Ohio; Robert P. Scripps, Scripps-
Howard Newspapers, West  Chester, Ohio;
Thomas L. Sidlo, Cleveland, Ohio.

Director, Watson Davis; Staff writers: Frank
Thone, Emily C. Davis, Jane Stafford, Marjorie
Van de Water, Robert Potter; Librarian, Minna
Eill; Sales and Advertising Manager, Hallie Jen-
ins.

Copyright, 1934, by Science Service, Inc. Re-
publication of any portion of the ScCIENCE
News LETTER is strictly prohibited since it is
distributed for personal, school, club or library
use only. Newspapers, magazines and other pub-
lications are invited to avail themselves of ~the
aumerous syndicate services listed by Science
Service, details and samples of which will gladly
be sent on request.

Members of the American Association for the
Advancement of Science have the privilege of
subscribing to the SCIENCE NEws LETTER at the
reduced price of $3 per year.  Application for
this privilege should be ‘accompanied by priv-
ilege card obtained from the Permanent Secre-
tary, A. A. A. S., Smithsonian Institution Build-
ing, Washington, D. C. }

Publication Office, 1930 Clifton Ave., Balti-
more, Md., Editorial and Executive Office, Con-
stitution Ave. at 21st St., W., Washington,

D. C.

Address all communications to Washington,
D. C. Cable address: Scienservc, Washington.

Entered as second class matter October 1,
1926, at the post-office at Baltimore, Md., under
the act of March 3, 1879. Established in mime-
ographed form March 13, 1922. Title registered
as trade-mark, U. S. and Canadian Patent Of-
ces.

SCIENCE NEWS LETTER for August 25, 1934

DO YOU KNOW?

There are six kinds of lightning: ball,
bead, ribbon, rocket, streak, and zigzag.

The Field Museum herbarium, in
Chicago, now contains over 700,000
plant specimens.

Photographs showing that lightning
does strike in the same place twice, or
more often than that, have been ob-
tained by electrical engineets.

_The Soviet Union has almost 800 en-
gineers and chemists, all young, at work
on research connected with synthetic

rubber.

A psychologist, collecting fragments
of conversation, reports that weather is
far from the favorite topic; business,
men, and clothes are much more dis-
cussed.

A new family of wood-boring insect
immigrants almost slipped into the
United States recently when a customs
inspector found them in the wood of an
old oil painting.

Europe expects to harvest an unusual-
ly big walnut crop this year.

The United States’ birthrate declined
from 38 per thousand in 1870 to 18 per
thousand in 1931.

Why cocks crow at midnight is being
investigated by a French astronomer who
says he has often heard and noted the
time of this crowing.

The longest incandescent lamp in
commercial use is the “yardstick” so
called because it stretches light along a
34-inch tungsten wire.

In five years, the plant at Amarillo,
Texas, has produced more than 57 mil-
lion cubic feet of helium, or about half
of all the helium ever recovered in the
world.

Tuberculosis was once so poorly un-
derstood and so feared that one Con-
gressman introduced a bill to require a
tuberculous person to wear a bell or rat-
tle to warn all other people.

AGRICULTURE

Has the U. S. S. R. any wheat to sell? p.
115.

Are research and crop limitation reconcil-
able? p. 117.

ANTHROPOLOGY
Are sextuplets possible? p. 116.

ASTRONOMY

Of what use is a flat mirror to astronomers?
p. 120.

Where was the most recently observed comet
located? p. 121.

BoTtany
Where can we find new grasses
pastures? p. 119.

for our

CHEMISTRY .
Of what use is milk to a paper-maker? p.

120. .
Can vitamin E be light?

p. 120.

identified with

EcoNoMIC ZOOLOGY . .
How can parasites of domestic animals be

fought most effectively? p. 118. Common

Pests—R. W. Doane—Thomas, 1931, $4.

ENTOMOLOGY X

When do grasshoppers lay their eggs? p. 126.
Fundamentals of Insect Life—C. L. Metcalf and
W. P. Flint—McGraw-Hill, 1932, $4.

ETHNOLOGY
Why was Hiawatha a cannibal? p 122.

FORESTRY
How many forest fires have there been so
far this season? p. 118.

GEOLOGY
When will Niagara wear out? p. 119.

MEDICINE
Where is sprue most common? p. 119.

WITH THE SCIENCES THIS WEEK

‘which this week’s news comes. Book references

OCEANOGRAPHY
When was the new bathysphere record estab-
lished? p. 120.

PALEONTOLOGY

What kind of an animal was Plesippus? p.
120. A History of Land Mammals in_the West-
ern  Hemisphere—W. B. Scott—Macmillan,
1924, $6.50.

PHILATELY
Who cluttered up the White House with
dinosaur bones? p. 125.

PHysics

What do gamma rays do to heavy hydrogen
atoms? p. 121.

What is the use of X-rays bounced off streaks
of metal? p. 124.

How can you squeeze a voice? p. 125.

PHYSIOLOGY
How is hemophilia transmitted? p. 124.
Evolution, Genetics and  Eugenics—Horatio
Hackett Newman—Univ. of Chicago Press,
1925, $3.50.

PHYTOPATHOLOGY

How are plant diseases fought? p. 115. The
Scientific Principles of Plant Protection—Hubert
Martin—Longmans, Green, 1928, $8.40.

RaADIO
What does the moon do to radio reception?
p. 121.

VETERINARY MEDICINE
How can X-rays help sick animals? p. 121.

ZOOLOGY
és a rattlesnake born with a “‘button™? p.
126.

These curiosity-arousing questions show at a
glance the wide field of sciemtific activity from

in italic tlype are not sources of information for
the article, but references for further read-
ing. Books cited can be supplied by Book
Department, Science News Letter, at publishers’
prices, postpaid in the United States.




