PRICE

15¢

SCIENCE NEWS LET TER

/

//
L\ A THE WEEKLY SUMMARY OF CURRENT SCIENCE e

MARCH 23, 1935

Dionaea’s Trap Uncloses
See Page 188

S CIENCE SERVICE PUBLICATION

Science Service, Inc. is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to
The Science News-Letter.

www.jstor 0 g




178

SCIENCE NEWS LETTER
VOL. XXVII No. 728
The Weekly Summary of

Current Science

Published Every Saturday by
SCIENCE SERVICE

THE INSTITUTION FOR THE POPULAR-
IZATION OF SCIENCE organized 1921 as a non-
profit corporation, with trustees nomrinated by the
National Academy of Sciences, the National Re-
search Council, the American Association for the
Advancement of science, the W. Scripps
Estate and the journalistic profession.

Edited by Watson Davis

Subscription rates—$5.00 a year postpaid; two
years $7.00; 15 cents a copy. Ten or more copies
to same address, 5 cents a copy. Back numbers
more than six months old, 25 cents.

Canadian subscribers please add 50 cents a
year, foreign subscribers 75 cents a year, to
regular subscription rates to cover postage.

Members of the American Association for the
Advancement of Science have the privilege of
subscribing to the Science News LETTER at the
reduced price of $3 per year. Application for
this privilege should be accompanied by priv-
ilege card obtained from the Permanent Secre-
tary, A. A. A. S., Smrithsonian Institution Build-
ing, Washington, D. C.

In requesting change of address, please give
your old address as well as the new one in noti-
fication to Circulation Department, ScCIENCE
News Lerter, 2101 Constitution Ave., Wash-
ington, D. C., at least two weeks before change
is to become effective.

Copyright, 1935, by Science Service, Inc. Re-
publication of any portion of the SciENcE
News LETTER is strictly prohibited. Newspapers,
magazines and other publications are invited to
avail themselves of the numerous syndicate serv-
ices issued by Science Service. .

Publication Office, 1930 Clifton Ave., Balti-
more, Md., Editorial and Executive Office, 2101
Constitution Ave., Washington, D. C.

Address all communications to Washington,
D. C. Cable address: Scienservc, Washington.

Entered as second class matter October 1,
1926, at the post-office at Baltimore, Md., under
the act of March 3, 1879. Established in mime-
ographed form March 13, 1922. Title registered
as trade-mark, U. S. and Canadian Patent Of-
fices. Advertising rates furnished on application.

Board of Trustees of Science Service

Honorary President, William E. Ritter, Uni-
vesity of California. Representing the American
Association for the Advancement of Science,
J. McKeen Cattell, President, Editor, Science,
Garrison N. Y.; Burton E. Livingston, Johns
Hopkins University, Baltimore, Md.; Raymond

Pearl, Director, Institute for Biological Re-
search, Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore,
Md. Representing the National Academy of

Sciences, W. Howell, Vice-President and
Chasrman of Executive Committee, Johns Hop-
kins University, Baltimore, Md.; R. A. Milli-
kan, Director, Norman Bridge Laboratory of
Physics, Califonia Institute of Technology, Pas-

adena, Calif.; Representing National Research
Council, Vernon Kellogg, Secretary Emeri-
tus, National Research Council, ~Washing-

ton, D. C.; C. G. Abbot, Secretary, Smithsonian
Institution, Washington, D. C.; Harrison E.
Howe, Editor of Industrial and Engineering
Chemistry, Washington, D. C. Representing Jour-
nalistic Profession, John H. Finley, Associate
Editor, New York Times; Mark Sullivan,
Writer, Washington, D. C.; Marlen E. Pew,
Editor of Editor and Publisher, New York City.
Representing E. W. Scripps Estate. Harry L
Smithton, Treasurer, Cincinnati, Ohio; Robert P.
Scripps, Scripps-Howard Newspapers, West Ches-
ter, Ohio; Thomas L. Sidlo, Cleveland, Ohio

Staff of Science Service

Director, Watson Davis: Staff Writers: Frank
Thone, Emily C. Davis, Jane Stafford, Marjorie
Van de Water, Robert Potter; Astronomy writer,
James Stokley; London correspondent, Donald
Caley. Correspondents in principal cities and cen
ters of research, Librarian, Minna Gill; Sales and
Advertising Manager, Hallie Jenkins,

SCIENCE NEws LETTER for March 23,

DO YOU

Five years is the average duration of
a case of tuberculosis.

An international park on both sides
of the Texas-Mexico line is proposed by
Secretary of the Interior Ickes.

A psychologist found that out of 40
children selected at random 13 per cent.
played with imaginary companions.

Experiments have showed that sweet
corn loses its sweetness six times as fast
kept at 86 degrees Fahrenheit as at 32.

Soft rubber is usually vulcanized with
five per cent. or less of sulphur whereas
in hard rubber as much as 50 per cent.
sulphur may be used.

Millions of green parrots descended
recently like a plague upon a sheep sta-
tion in southern Australia, polluting the
water for ranchers and their stock.

Although the “germ” causing rheu-
matic fever, sometimes called inflam-
matory rheumatism, is not definitely
known, doctors believe that it may be
caused by the same bacterium respon-
sible for tonsillitis and St. Vitus’ Dance.

1935

KNOW ?

Some insects, as well as birds, mi-
grate regularly every year.

The most complicated systems of kin-
ship man has devised are found among
the primitive Australian natives.

The oyster is a useful food for treat-
ing nutritional anemia, since it con-
tains almost as much iron and copper
as does liver.

German scientists are experimenting
with tobacco plants which they hope
will produce 45 to 60 leaves, instead of
the normal 15 to 20.

Study of spiders in northern coun-
tries indicates that Greenland’s spiders
are mainly American species, whereas
Iceland’s spiders are European.

The Field Museum’s Hall of the
Races of Mankind now contains 101
life-sized sculptures, portraying racial
types from all parts of the world.

Cloth from milkweed floss and cotton
staple mixed has so far not been very
successful, but experiments to make use
of milkweed fibers are being continued.

ARCHAEOLOGY

What was the Siberian ideal of feminine beauty
30,000 years ago? p. 181.

Where will skeletons of ‘‘Folsom Hunters’’ be
sought? p. 184

ARCHAEOLOGY—SURGERY

What was the cure for sinus trouble in prehis-
toric Mexico? p. 189.

BACTERIOLOGY

What is the *‘only genuine sporting proposi-
tion’’ left for the adventurer? p. 182.

BoTtaNy
Does Venus’ Flytrap trap only flies? p. 188.

CHEMISTRY

How do chemists account for different reac-
tions obtained at different phases of the moon?

p. 184
What does heavy water taste like? p. 185.

DENTISTRY

Does the old-time Indian diet produce good
teeth? p. 184.

ENGINEERING

What causes airplane propeller blades to snap
in flight? p. 179.

GEOPHYSICS

Who urged Congress to send an expedition to
the earth’s interior? p. 180.

WITH THE SCIENCES THIS WEEK

Most articles are based on communication to Sciemce Service or papers before meetings, but where
published sources are used they are referred to in the articles.
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MEDICINE
What germ causes dandruff? p. 183.

OrTICS
Why should bright lights be well diffused?
p. 183.

PHYsICS
What is the atomic weight of hydrogen? p.

What proportion_ of triple weight hydrogen is
to be found in ordinary drinking water? p. 179.

Why is the theory of Sir Shah Sulaiman said
to be not new? p. 181.

PHYSICS—MILITARY SCIENCE

Why are ‘‘death rays’’ not feasible as weap-
ons? p. 186.
PSYCHIATRY

What is a child’s definition of parents? p. 185.

PusLic HEALTH
Does the United States have a high maternal
death rate? p. 180.
Rapio
How far can ultra-short radio waves be trans-
mitted? p. 182.
ZooLoGy

How many buffalo have western Indians re-
ceived? p. 184.




