PRICE

15¢

SCIENCE NEWS LETTEF

/
4 THE WEEKLY SUMMARY OF CURRENT SCIENCE e

JUNE 20, 1936

Storm’s Splendor

See Page 402

The Science News-Letter. RIN®IY
www.jstor.org




390

SCIENCE NEWS LETTER

VOL. XXIX

The Weekly

No. 793

Summary of

Current Science

Published Every Saturday by

SCIENCE SERVICE
2101 Constitution Avenue
Washington, D. C.

THE INSTITUTION FOR THE POPULAR-
IZATION OF SCIENCE organized 1921 as a
non-profit corporation, with trustees nominated by
the National Academy of Sciences, the National
Research Council, the American Association for
the Advancement of Science, the E. W. Scripps
Estate and the journalistic profession.

Edited by Watson Davis

Subscription rates—$5.00 a year postpaid; two
years $7.00; 15 cents a copy. Ten or more copies
to same address, 5 cents a copy. Back numbers
more than six months old, 25 cents.

Canadian subscribers please add 50 cents a year,
foreign subscribers 75 cents a year to regular sub-
scription rate to cover postage. R

embers of the American Association for the
Advancement of Science have the privilege of sub-
scribing to Science NEws LETTER at the reduced
price of $3 per year, Application for this privilege
should be accompanied by privilege card obtained
from the Permanent Secreta%, .A.A.S., Smith-
sonian Institution Building, Washington, D. C,

In requesting change of address, please give
your old address as well as the new. one in_noti-
fication to Circulation Department, Science News
LETTER, 2101 Constitution Ave., Washington,
D. C., at least two weeks before change is to
become effective.

Copyright, 1936, by Science Service, Inc. Re-
iublication of any portion of the Science NEws

ETTER is strictly prohibited. Newspapers, maga-
zines and other puglications are invited to avail
themselves of the numerous syndicate services is-
sued by Science Service. .

Cable address: Scienserve, Washington.

Entered as second class matter at the post-office
at Washington, D. C., under the act of March 3,
1879. Established in mimeographed form March
13, 1922. Title registered as trademark, U. S.
and Canadian Patent Offices. L

Advertising rates furnished on application.
Member Audit Bureau of Circulations.

Board of Trustees of Science Service

Homnorary President, William E. Ritter, Uni-
versity of California. Honorary Vice-President,
Vernon Kellogg, National Research Council. Rep-
resenting the American Association for the Ad-
vancement of Science, J. McKeen Cattell, Presi-
dent, Editor, Science, Garrison, N. Y.; Burton E.
Livingston, Johns Hopkins University; Baltimore,
Md.; Henry B. Ward, Permanent Secretary,
A.A.A.S. Representing the National Academy of
Sciences, W. H. Howell, }ice-President and Chair-
man_of Executive Committee, Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity, Baltimore, Md.; R. A. Millikan, Director,
Norman Brld%e Laboratory of Physics, California
Institute of Technology, Pasadena, Calif.; Har-
low Shapley, Director, Harvard College Observa-
tory, Cambridge, Mass. Representing National
Research Council, Ludvig Hektoen, John McCor-
mick Institute for Infectious Diseases, Chicago,
IIl.; C._ G. Abbot, Secretary, Smithsonian Insti-
tution, Washington, C.; Harrison E. Howe,
Editon: of Industrial and Engineering Chemistry,
Washington, D. C. Representing Journalistic Pro-
fession, John H. Finley, Associate Editor, New
York Times; Mark Sullivan, Writer, Washington,
D. C.; Marlen E. Pew, Editor of Editor and
Publisher, New York City. Representing E. W.
Scripps Estate, Harry L. Smithton, Treasurer,
Cincinnati, Ohio; Robert P. Scripps, Scripps-
Howard Newspapers, West Chester, Ohio; Warren
S. Thompson, Miami University, Oxford, Ohio.

Staff of Science Service

Director, Watson Davis; Staff Writers: Frank
hone, Emily C. Davis, Jane Stafford, Marjorie
Van de Water, Robert Potter; Astronomy writer,
James Stokley. Correspondents in principal cities
and centers of research. Librarian, Minna Gill;
Sales an1 Advertising Manager, Hallie Jenkins.

SciIENCE NEwsS LETTER for June 20, 1936

DO YOU KNOW?

The mallard duck feeds mainly at
night, discovering its food by touch.

Bushmen of Africa are said to have
the world’s flattest and broadest noses.

Rhubatb juice blends well with most
fruit juices and is a good base for fruit
punch.

Petrified oysters 30 inches in di-
ameter have been found in the Big Bend
section of Texas.

In a recent re-surveying of Grand
Teton National Park, Wyoming, about
100 new and unnamed lakes were dis-
covered.

Why leprosy has become uncommon
in Europe, while China continues to have
a million lepers, is one of the mysteries
of the disease.

A new treatment to prevent decay of
oranges consists of introducing nitrogen
trichloride gas into storage room or re-
frigerator car and circulating it by means
of electric fans.

New-born opossums are no bigger
than bumblebees.

The diet of Mayan Indians in Yuca-
tan is over three-fourths corn.

The Cape penguin makes a braying
noise, very much like a jackass.

Buenos Aites is making plans for a
waterfront airport with facilities for
land and sea planes.

A bust of the astronomer Simon
Newcomb has been added to the Hall
of Fame at New York University.

A skin outfit for Arctic exploration
includes such items as sealskin boots,
sheepskin stockings, and bearskin over-
shoes.

A manual of “First Aid for Flooded
Homes,” published at Cornell Univer-
sity and recently reprinted by the Amer-
ican Red Cross, answers questions about
such matters as cleaning water-soaked
pillows, removing mildew and mud
stains, and removing odors from base-
ments.

ANTHROPOLOGY

Is it easy to_ secure photographs of the
women in Ireland? p. 397.

ARCHAEOLOGY

What can be told about Stone Age man
from a single weapon of his? p. 392.
ASTRONOMY

Why does the sky have a faint glow on
moonless nights? p. 391.
AVIATION

Why would it be an adyantage_ for an
aviator to be able to empty his gasoline tanks
in flight? p. 397.

Brorocy

Why do scientists think no recent thaws
have occurred in the frozen North? p. 396.

CHEMISTRY

How are the problems of the ink manufac-
turer linked with those of the aviator? p. 392.
CrIME DETECTION

Can handwriting be positively identified?
p. 394.
ENGINEERING

How can engineers be sure what effects will
be obs:(ained from a planned lighting system?
p. 39

WITH THE SCIENCES THIS WEEK

Most articles are based on communications to Science Service or papers before meetings, but
where published sources are used they are referred to in the article.

GAME MANAGEMENT

Do deer find it easy to feed in a spruce
forest? p. 401.
MEDICINE

May carbon monoxide poisoning be a chronic
condition? p. 401.

What causes ‘“the bends”? p. 393.

PHYSIOLOGY-PHOTOGRAPHY

How can the vocal chords he photographed
in action? p. 402.
PLaNT PATHOLOGY

Where are the forests free of white pine
blister rust? p. 396.

PusLic HEALTH

Are employment accidents increasing with
recovery? p. 396.

How can a community prevent a measles
epidemic? p. 393.

Is the United States free of smallpox?
p. 391.

What is the death rate from heart disease?
p. 396.

SAFETY ENGINEERING

Is speed the main cause of automobile acci-
dents? p. 398.




