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ScIENCE NEWs LETTER for November 7, 1936

DO YOU KNOW?

Two seedless watermelons were pro-
duced in North Dakota at an agricul-
tural experiment station this year.

Nickel tubing so fine that it passes
easily through a needle’s eye is made
for such instruments as hypodermic
needles.

German workers are being encour-
aged to cultivate silkworms in spare
time, to help build up a German silk
industry.

The Southwest experienced a 23-year
drought in the years ending in 1300
A.D., causing suffering to Indian
farmers in the pueblo region.

The pyramid idea has been applied
to construction of a British block of
flats, so that each floor can have a bal-
cony open to the sun and air.

Soybeans, one chemist points out, are
gaining such importance in this country
that they may be ranked along with
wheat, corn, and oats, as a “big four.”

A Polish village, that stood on a
marshy island about 600 B.C., has been
unearthed; the streets and lower por-
tions of houses are found remarkably
preserved.

Scars in the Big Trees of California
show traces of forest fires that broke out
in the years 245, 1441, 1580, and 1797.

Wild Brazilian peanuts are being
crossed experimentally with other pea-
nuts at the Florida State Experiment
Station.

Eskimos who build snow houses to
sleep in when traveling can work so
fast that a little house can be built in
about half an hour.

Tests that are to last 20 years are
being made, to see how fence materials
stand up under various types of Amer-
ican climate conditions.

Airplanes were recently used with
success to transport a valuable cargo
of living chinchillas from Chile to Cali-
fornia, for the fur industry.

A new product on the German mar-
ket develops and fixes photographic
negatives in one bath, thereby saving
about 13 minutes in each operation.

Rubber boots for sheep are being
made in five sizes in England, so that
sheep being treated for foot-rot can
better keep the medical dressings on
their feet.

ARCHAEOLOGY

Did the most ancient ciyilization of India
know bathrooms and drains? p. 300.

How did ancient Egyptians view a dream
of munching a cucumber? p. 297.

. On what type of_ altar did Mayas burn
incense to their gods? p. 291.

What shape of head was admired by early
inhabitants of Palestine? p. 296.

Brorocy

Does the soil contain much life? p. 296.

What effect have apple skins upon potato
growth? p. 297.

DENDROLOGY
How old do trees live to be? p. 297.

ENTOMOLOGY

What is the living model for the toy paper
“snakes”? p. 297.

MEDICINE

What discovery lends greater importance to
anti-smoke campaigns? p. 296.

PALEONTOLOGY

What monument is planned for the dino-
saurs? p. 301.

WITH THE SCIENCES THIS WEEK

Most articles are based on communications to Science Service or papers before meetings, but
where published sources are used they are referred to in the article.

PHYsiCcS
%a;t; the human ear act as a loudspeaker?
p. .

What great danger is faced by the airship?
p. 294.
PHYSIOLOGY-BIOCHEMISTRY

What chemical messenger takes orders from
nerve to muscle? p. 291.
PsYCHIATRY

Why _do

y politicians make long-winded
speeches? p. 296.

PusrLic HEALTH
Can you be vaccinated against influenza?

p. 292,

What germ turns cream puffs to poison?

p. 292.

Why do tropical diseases present a new
menace to the United States? p. 298.
SURGERY

How has abdominal surgery been made
safer? p. 293.

ViTAL STATISTICS
Are suicides increasing? p. 296.




