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Dr. Mills recognizes that strict adher-
ence to optical laws may not always be
desirable in painting. However, he
points out that, except for the great
examples of historical and photograph-
ical likenesses in painting, the few paint-
ings which are acclaimed by artists and
laymen alike as outstanding and truly
great works of art almost without ex-
ception show the normal relations of
central and side vision.

A brighter future in art, freer from
both the mischievous and the unavoid-
able use of side vision, is suggested by

ENGINEERING

another of Dr. Mills’ comments. In the
past eye defects were not so frequently
recognized in either artists or laymen.
On the continent, however, when im-
pressionistic art was getting its start, no
one wore eyeglasses unless forced to
because of extreme visual defect. The
present gradual spread of better visual
hygiene will make the eye defects of the
artist much less of a factor in his
painting.
It may be that the age of cockeyed
art is even now passing.
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Air Conditioners Challenged

To Remove Bacteria from Air

medical aids by air condition-
ing in the treatment of disease,
houses insulated in winter by the use
of ice roofs, scientific studies that seek
the answer to the perplexing question,
“What is a draft?”, and research to im-
prove the “liveliness” of air, were the
high point topics coming up for dis-
cussion at the meeting of the American
Society of Heating and Ventilating En-
gineers at St. Louis.

More and more the science of medi-
cine and the profession of engineering
are joining forces to combat one major
avenue by which disease still spreads.
Studies have revealed that hay fever and
its kindred ailments yield to treatment
in controlled air-conditioned rooms.

Now a new committee of the Society
has been organized to investigate the
purification of air in hospitals to prevent
infection. A hospital, it is pointed out,
goes to great lengths to sterilize its opet-
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ating rooms, wards, instruments and
the wearing apparel of the staff. Air
conditioning for increased comfort to
the patients and staff is now used in
many places. But very few hospitals at-
tempt to kill organisms in the air of the
operating rooms or infectious wards for
respiratory diseases. Yet science knows
that radiation of specific wavelengths
can kill bacteria floating about in air.

But the matter of turning this aca-
demic knowledge into engineering prac-
tice on an economical basis is a real
and serious problem. While the heating
and ventilating engineers make no claim
to medical knowledge they do feel that
their engineering experience will bring
a more speedy solution to the problem.

Tied in with medicine also, in the
field of physiology, is the major research
problem of answering the simple ques-
tion, “What is a draft?” or said another
way, “"When is a draft not a draft?”

Already it has been found that one
person’s pleasing breeze is another per-
son’s discomforting draft. There is a
sizable touch of physiological reaction
tied up with the question of drafts. And
it is a problem which air conditioned
theaters, as only one example, have to
worry about.

Few people, to illustrate, regard a
mild flow of air on the face as a draft.
Yet the same air flow on the back of
the neck will bring wails of discomfort.
Other people may have the same dislike
for an air flow around their feet or legs.

On the answer to this question rests,
in many ways, the future usefulness of
forced ventilation—with either heating
or cooling—which is the growing trend
in making enclosed places more livable.
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Science—

Be Expert in One,
Be Informed on Al

Science Amtocks Noise
Mochines thot Aiz the
erica’s Domestic Animals

jes Convict the Crimingl
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That’s the advice of one scientist to a
group of his fellows. And keeping in-
formed in all branches has been made
easy now, with Science Digest.

This magazine is a pocket sized, time-
saving digest of important articles from
the world’s scientific publications. Ninety-
six pages. Editorial only.

Run down the list of contents for March.
The botanist can read about machines
that help the doctor. The zoologist can
read how composition of stars is deter-
mined. The doctor can see how science
is attacking the menace of noise. And
thus it goes. All branches of science are
covered, for those who want to keep
informed.

The March issue is on news stands now.
Get a copy before they are sold out. Or
if more convenient, use the coupon below.

Science Digest, Inc.,
635 St. Clair Street,
Chicago, Ilinois.
Gentlemen: I enclose
[] 25 cents for March Science Digest.

] $2.50 check or money order for a year’s sub-
scription beginning with Mareh issue.
[] Please bill me for year’s subscription.
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