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Low-Density Globe of Stars
Surrounds the Milky Way

Stellar Cluster Has 80,000 Light Year Diameter, Says
Harvard Observatory Head at International Meeting

ARLIER indications that a tremen-
dous, low-density globe of scattered
stars surrounds our own disk-shaped
galaxy, the Milky Way, are being con-
firmed at Harvard Observatory, Dr.
Harlow Shapley, its director, reported
to the International Astronomical Union.
According to preliminary calculations,
this great globe has a diameter of the
order of 80,000 light years, stretching
out 40,000 light years both above and
below the Milky Way disk. The diame-
ter of this disk, which contains nearly
all the stars of the system, is of the order
of 100,000 light years.

The astronomical yardstick used for
these investigations, Dr. Shapley ex-
plained, was the magnitude, or bright-
ness, of more than 2000 cluster-type
Cepheid variable stars which have been
ferreted out and studied in all parts of
the Milky Way. Since all stars of this
type have the same candlepower—about
200 times that of the sun—their bright-
ness as seen from the earth is an excel-
lent measure of their distance.

Remote Variables

Harvard astronomers have found mea-
surable numbers of these flickering stars
as far out as 40,000 light years from the
earth, Dr. Shapley said. These are ap-
parenty close to the outer edge of the
Milky Way globe. The spatial distribu-
tion of the stars, he added, is such that
there is no doubt that these distant stars
are members of the Milky Way system.

Most of the 2000 stars studied in the
research were discovered for the first
time on Harvard plates during the
course of the investigation.

Announcement of this new cosmic
information was made by Dr. Shapley
during a report before the Astronomical
Union on Harvard’s work in investigat-
ing the distribution of galaxies and the
absorption of light in the Milky Way.

He also outlined one of the observa-
tory’s current projects to the Union—an
attempt to determine the dimensions of
the Milky Way system by comparative
studies of variable stars and external
galaxies seen through the “window” in

the southern Milky Way. Already 400
new variable stars have been found in
this area and a concurrent study has
been made of the distribution and
brightness of some 700 external galaxies
in the same field.

New Type System
A few days later, speaking before the

British Association for the Advancement
of Science, Dr. Shapley reported the
discovery of the second example of a
new kind of immense but extremely faint
star system. Only a few months ago
Harvard astronomers found the first of
these systems, called the Sculptor cluster,
on a photograph made with the most
powerful telescope in the Southern Hem-
isphere, the sixty-inch reflector at Bloem-
fontein, S. A.

The new star cluster is in the constella-
ton of Fornax, only about twenty de-
grees from the Sculptor cluster. It is an
immense aggregation of stars, probably
about 300,000 light years distant from
us. Dr. Shapley said that at least 5,000
individual stars in the Fornax system
have been spotted.

Astronomers are rather excited about
these discoveries because they have found
a new kind of star grouping that “may
have high significance in the general
study of the nature of stellar systems.
It is remarkable in that it is neither
a globular cluster, nor a spheroidal
galaxy, nor a Magellanic cloud, but has
certain properties of all three of these
well known kinds of stellar systems.
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® Earth Trembles

Information collected by Science Service from
seismological observatories and relayed to the
U. S. Coast and Geodetic Survey resulted in the
location of the following preliminary epicenter:

Thursday, Aug. 4, 3:54.9 a. m., E.S.T.
In Salta Province, northern Argentina. Latitude
24 degrees south, longitude 66 degrecs west.

For stations cooperating with Science Service
in reporting earthquakes recorded on their seis-
mographs, see SNL Aug. 13.
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WINGED KING

Seventeen inches tall, this gold image of
the first Chimu king is a rare relic of
Peruvian prehistory. The knife below the
ruler’s feet is believed by Dr. Valcarcel,
discoverer of the image, to signify that the
king required sacrifices after he flew off
from his people and became a god.

ARCHAEOLOGY

Winged-King Idols Found
In Indian Treasure Tomb

REATEST discovery of Indian

treasure since the days of Pizarro!
This is how Peruvian archaeologists re-
gard their latest lucky find.

There are gold vases encrusted with
turquoise. There are necklaces, spoons,
knives and pins of gold and silver, and
platelets of gold that were sewed on
gala clothing. Most impressive of all
are three gold idols.

The objects repose safely in the Na-
tional Museum at Lima, where they
were taken from the discovery place,
in a funeral mound on Peru’s northern
coast.

They were found in a district called
Mlimo. The hoard of beautiful gifts to
the dead were provided long ago by
Chimu Indians, the inhabitants of the
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