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Improvements Need Not
Be Ruinous, Rules Suggest

ITH A NEW public works pro-

gram about to get under way, it
is worth while taking a critical look at
plans for some of the improvements that
are intended at once to make our com-
munities more livable and to give jobs
to the unemployed. Too often, public
improvements have been synonymous
with Wwholesale destruction by grader
and steamshovel.

Recently a group of European conser-
vationists and landscape engineers got
their heads together and drafted a set of
rules to be consulted when waterside im-
provements are being made. Their sug-
gestions are worth pinning on the walls
of local public works committees—and
pasting in field supervisors’ hats:

1. Improvements should leave the
landscape as nearly as possible in its
original state, or at least able to return
to that state very quickly.

2. River courses should be changed
only when absolutely necessary; and then
they should not be made rigidly straight,
but laid out in gradual curves.

3. Islands, as ideal breeding places for
wildlife, should not be destroyed or dis-
turbed.

4. Streamside vegetation should be
left undisturbed as far as possible. If a
stream must be widened, the cut should
be made on the side with the least tim-
ber.

5. When trees and shrubs must be re-
moved, they should be replaced imme-
" diately, preferably with native species.

6. New banks on a cut should be of
natural materials, such as sod, brush,
and broken stone; concrete walls are to
be avoided.

. Natural lakes and ponds should
not be drained or destroyed, and their
shore vegetation should either be left
undisturbed or restored to its natural
state as quickly as possible.

8. Planners should carefully consider
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