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°First Glances at New Books

Botany—Biography

Tue WorLp Was My Garpen—David
Fairchild — Scribner’s, 494 p., $3.75:
David Fairchild roamed the world for
years, seeking living treasure of valuable
plant life to send back for the enrich-
ment of his home country. Here he sits
in the sunset and recites his long Odys-
sey. A rich life, and like all lives that

are truly thus, also an enriching one.
Science News Letter, October 29, 1938

Sociology

PuiLANTHROPIC FOUNDATIONS AND
Hicurr Epucation—Ernest Victor Hol-
lis—Columbia Univ. Press, 365 p., $3.50.
A critical appraisal of the great Ameri-
can phenomenon of giving for the pur-
pose of higher education and research.
The foundation is considered first as a
social institution and then in relation to
universities and institutions. There are
illuminating lists and compilations. See
page 28o.
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Mining

MiNERALS YEARBOOK 1938: REVIEW OF
1937—U. S. Dept. Interior—Gouvt. Print.
Off., 1339 p., $2. Every year the Bureau
of Mines gives us a comprehensive re-
port on the state of the nation, min-
eralogically considered. The present vol-
ume, like its predecessors, presents de-
tailed and statistical information about
every kind of mineral product found be-
neath American soil, together with com-
prehensive reviews of the mineral situa-

tion in foreign lands.
Science News Letter, October 29, 1938

Geography

Tue Unitep StaTEs AT Work—656
p., illus., $1.96; TEACHER’S MANUAL FOR
Tue Unrrep States ot WORK, 37 p.,
16 c—Maude C. Martin and Clyde E.
Cooper—Heath. An economic geography
text for junior high schools, treating the
subject by regions, and showing how
geographic factors limit and offer oppor-

tunities for development.
Science News Letter, October 29, 1938

Archaeology

ExcavarioNs AT OLyNTHUS. ParT VIII:
Tue Herienic House—David M. Rob-
inson and J. Walter Graham—Johns
Hopkins Press, 370 p., 110 plates, $15.
At Oynthus, excavations have added a
great deal to knowledge of fifth century
B. C. Greek homes. This volume is de-
voted entirely to the types of these
homes, their floor plans, architectural
features, even to the door steps and types

of keyhole, the mural decorations, water

supplies, and household equipment.
Science News Letter, October 29, 1938

Natural History

Lire INn AN Amr CastLe—Frank M.
Chapman—dAppleton-Century, 250 p., $3.
Chapman’s “air castle” books have some-
thing of the nature of a continued story
about them, for old friends crop up in
them, with another year or two of life-
history and adventures added to their
stories. And one meets, of course, fas-
cinating new acquaintances. Only, they
have a way of making the reader long
for a one-way ticket to Barro Colorado

Island, C. Z.
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Anthropology

Danomey: AN ANciENT WEST AFRI-
can Kinepom—Melville J. Herskovits—
Augustin, 2 vols., illus.,, $12. From na-
tives of Dahomey, Dr. Herskovits is
learning much about the ancestral home-
land of many of the American Negroes,
and at the same time recording beliefs
and customs of a region particularly
tenacious of its ancient forms. In these
two volumes he describes life in Da-
homey with its many remarkable fea-
tures, and suggests that understanding
this culture may help to replace stereo-
typed views of “savage” African back-

ground with a truer picture.
Science News Letter, October 29, 1928

Economics

REsEaARcH MEMORANDUM OF PoPuLa-
TioN REepisTriBuTION WiTHIN THE
Unitep States—Rupert B. Vance—So-
cial Science Res. Coun., 134 p., $1. See
page 281.
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Protozoology

Bic Freas Have Lrrtie FrEas, or
Wuo’s WrHo AMoNG THE Prorozoa—
Robert Hegner—Williams and Wilkins,
285 p., illus., $3. A leading student of
microzoology takes his fling at populariz-
ing the protozoa. This might seem a
rather difficult undertaking, for surely
the swarming beasties that do their vil-
lanies among our villi, or try to break
our very bones with fever-'n’-ague, can
hardly be expected to be popular. But
Prof. Hegner goes so gaily to his task,
aided and abetted by two of his students
who have contributed scores of whimsi-
cal drawings, that a best-seller career for
this book seems an entirely reasonable

prospect.
Science News Letter, October 29, 1938
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Photography
THE Leica Book v CoLor—Anton F.
Baumann and others—Westermann, 56
p.» 72 color plates, $4.50. Whether or
not you are interested in taking photo-
graphs in color with your own camera,
you would enjoy the beautiful color pic-
tures in this volume. A brief section of
text gives “Fifteen Minutes of Theory”
and information regarding new color
film and the making of prints from
your transparencies.
Science News Letter, October 29, 1938

Botany

FERNS OF THE SOUTHEASTERN STATES—
John Kunkel Small; illus. by Ruth Sin-
clair George—Science Press, s17 p.,
$3.50. It was fortunate that before his
lamented death in January of this year
Dr. Small had the manuscript for his
long-awaited fern book in completed
form. It forms a fitting capstone to the
monument his labors in systematic bot-
any built, and it will for many years
make life easier for botanists and pteri-
dophiles. Descriptions are full, and there
are useful and pertinent supplementary
remarks; illustrations (all full-page) are
simple and clear; keys “work”.
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Physics

A ManuaL oF EXPERIMENTS to accom-
pany A First Course in Physics for Col-
leges (Rev. ed.)—R. A. Millikan, H. G.
Gale and C. W. Edwards—Ginn, 221
p:, $1.10.
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History of Science
HersaLs, Tueir OriciN anp EvoLu-

TioNs: A Chapter in the History of Bot-
any, 1470-1670 (New ed.)—Agnes Ar-
ber—Cambridge (Macmillan), 326 p.,
$7.50. Fascinating not only for the bot-
anist but for everyone, is the story of
botany in its earliest days, when it was
still mainly the femulus of the physi-
cian. This new edition of Agnes Arber’s
history of herbals will be received with
renewed enthusiasm. There has been
much new matter discovered since the
first edition appeared in 1912, and the
book profits not only by these textual
additions but also by the inclusion of
many more illustrations. To any one in-
terested in either plants or books, this

book is a treasure.
Science News Letter, October 29, 1938

Electrical Engineering
StanparDs oF Rapio Receivers, 1938

—Institute of Radio Engineers, 58 p.,

50 C.
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