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Monument in Grass

RASSES, it might be safely as-
serted, are the most important of
all plants so far as mankind is con-
cerned. The grains he eats, the pastures
for his cattle, the lawns and links he
plays on, even the bamboos and thatch
for some types of houses, represent only
a few of the manifold uses of grass.
Grass roots bind his soil against erosion-
negatively, grasses are sometimes weeds.
It is not remarkable therefore that
some botanists devote distinguished life-
times to the study of grasses, wild and
tame. One such, Dr. Albert S. Hitch-
cock, died some time ago, and his special
library on grasses, most notable collec-
tion of its kind in the world, is now in
process of being catalogued at the Smith-
sonian Institution, in which he worked
for many years and to which he willed
his approximately 6,000 books and pam-
phlets on the world’s grasses.

In the course of his long working
lifetime, Dr. Hitchcock contributed very
materially to the building up of the im-
mense collection of grasses in the U. S.
National Herbarium. Nearly a quarter
of a million sheets of grass specimens,
duly mounted, identified and labeled,
constitute the largest grass collection in
the world and make the National Her-
barium the Mecca of grass specialists.

Characteristic of Dr. Hitchcock’s de-
votion to his science and to the inter-
ests of the National Herbarium was his
action in putting up funds of his own
for the purchase of a large private col-
lection containing many important orig-
inal or “type” specimens, which might
otherwise have been sold abroad. His
money remained tied up for eight years
before the government got round to tak-
ing the collection over, at exactly the
same sum he had paid for it.

Science News Letter, December 10, 1938

Ideal presents beyond the small price paid for them

$1,000 Award

$1.75

Biography of the Unborn

By MARGARET SHEA GILBERT

An amazing first book

The young author—and young
mother at the same time—won the
$1,000 award offered by the pub-
lishers for the best manuscript on a
science subject for general reading.

The author “rises to the full op-
portunities of the English language”
and gives “without doubt the finest
exposition of man’s first nine months
ever put into a book for the lay
reader,” says Harry Hansen in the
NEW YORK WORLD TELEGRAM.

Dignity and Excitement

Mrs. Gilbert presents the material
that is ordinarily obscured by con-
ventional restraints “without loss of
dignity and yet brings an air of ex-
citement and enthusiasm into the
high adventure of being born.”

The tale is free of the highly
technical terminology found in the
textbooks on the subject and is re-
lated in the chronological pattern of
the nine calendar months which
comprise the normal period of
human development before birth.

142 pages, illustrated

The Woman Asks the Doctor . . $1.50

By EMIL NOVAK

Every woman picks up information—usually misinformation, if it comes
by the grapevine route. And misinformation or no information may make
the difference between well-being and wretchedness, even life and death.
Literally millions of women are suffering today real agonies as a result
of nothing more tangible than superstitions; short of that, are suffering
inhibitions and inconveniences and mental non-hygiene because of mistaken
ideas valiantly clung to, and handed down from mother to daughter.

Some symptoms related to feminine functions loom large but are
really of little genuine importance, it so happens. Which ones? Some,
again, are passed by lightly which are warnings of real danger. Which
ones?

So far as we know, there is not another book of this sort, though there
are many books for women on subjects of far less moment to them.

Hlustrated, 200 pages

Ghosts I Have Talked With . . . $2.00
By HENRY C. McCOMAS
Margery didrn’t fool him
Doctor McComas, an experienced psychologist, has for many years taken
a personal interest in the study of mediums and their methods. Because
of his unusual success he was appointed official investigator for the Society

for Psychical Research and was associated in the investigation of many
famous cases such as that of Margery, the famous medium of Boston.

Looks tough for Sir Arthur Conan Doyle

In this book he relates his many experiences and reveals the results
of careful scientific observations of alleged supernatural manifestations
which have bafled many thousands of people. He explains why many,
even highly intelligent ones, are misled into belief in a medium’s power.
He gives detailed descriptions of many séances that would make the ordi-
nary individual’s hair stand on end. Then comes the dénouement; no
secrets remain after he explains just how the apparent phenomena are
accomplished.

Science and Seances

Truly a ghost-story book with plenty of thrill; but with the final satis-
faction of letting the reader in on the answers. It is a book that is really
informative, as well as downright entertaining.

192 pages
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