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Do You Kisow?

Ceylon produces over 1,500,000 pounds
of citronella oil in a year, and sells nearly
40%, to the United States.

The Netherlands Indies have almost a
monopoly on the world’s supplies of na-
tural quinine, but a good deal is made
synthetically.

The world’s speed record for house
painting was broken at Omaha, when
110 workmen painted a house in 4 min-
utes, 14 seconds.

Oil experts say that only the heavier
asphaltic oils are really black, while
others are greenish, dark reddish, or
even straw colored.

A German report says that Norwegian
archaeologists, with German assistance,
have resumed excavation of the grave
sites of Viking kings near Oslo, where
once the famous Oseberg ship grave
was uncovered.

Popular with visitors was a recent Na-
tional Park Service exhibit which invited
any one to identify nine mounted Aawks
by plugging connections on an electrical
punch board, with the reward of a buz-
zer sound when the right name was
punched.

Oil men were interested to learn that
when Hollywood wanted to show Robert
Fulton’s 1807 steamboat, the Clermont,
they did not duplicate a pioneer engine
but installed a hidden diesel tractor and
made steam of compressed air and oil
vapor and smoke from a hidden smudge
pot.

Science News Lerter for July 6, 1940

to in the article.

CHEMISTRY

For what sort of work does the United
States Government need chemists? p. 9.

How are the rubber boats inflated that
wex;e used by Germans over water defenses?
p. 4.
What sort of ‘soap” may be used as a
weapon against germs? p. 12.

Why did scientists isolate the active prin-
ciple of marihuana? p. 6

ENTOMOLOGY

Where can you get fruit flies for experi-
mental purposes? p. 9.

GENERAL SCIENCE

What has happened to German scientific
refugees in England? p. 9.

What is the attitude of scientific workers
toward American aid to the Allies? p. 8.

Who has asked rescue for the German scien-
tific exiles in France? p. 8.

Who is listing scientists and physicians as
an fjd to the Government’s defense program ?
p. 14.

MEDICINE

How do the vertebral veins contribute to
spread of cancer? p. 3.

How many hospitals and medical schools are
organizing hospitals in preparation for de-
fense? p. 14.

What antidote has been found for a scor-

QUESTIONS DISCUSSED IN THIS ISSUE
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Service, or on papers before meetings. Where published sources are used they are referred

pion’s sting? p. 7. TEXTILES
What common substance may be a defense How are shoe linings made antiseptic?
against lead poisoning ? p. 6. p. 12.
ST E—

What sort of skin disease has been reported
caused by ‘elasti-glass”” wrist watch bands
or garters? p. 6.

METEOROLOGY

What new evidence has been found of a
relation between weather on the earth and
solar activity ? p. 8.

MILITARY SCIENCE

Why are the mines laid at the Panama
Canal no danger to navigation? p. 8
NUTRITION

What new sort of food is being sent by
the Red Cross to Europe? p. 10.

What terrible crisis may be faced by
Japan in the fall? p. 5.

PALEONTOLOGY

What trace was found of an ancient beast
who was yellow with black spots? p. 15.
PHOTOGRAPHY

What invention has made it possible for
you to have steoroscopic movies in your own
home? p. 7.

PHYSICS

What important discovery
reported from Japan? p. 9
What is ‘“phission”? p. 3.

in physics is

Tests indicate that apple tree prunings
make good cigarerte paper.

Some new-type life boats are propelled,
not by oars, but by hand levers that
turn a propeller.

Using a new radiophone, parachuting
fire fighters in national forests can keep
in touch with the plane pilot and head-
quarters after landing.

Among fighting scenes more than
1,000 years old, painted on caves in cen-
tral India, is a picture of four men fight-
ing from the top of an elephant.

No country is entirely self-sufficient
in minerals.

New booster engines for trucks are
designed to give an extra push in hill
climbing.

Why earthenware dishes sometimes
crack and craze: the body and glaze do
not expand and contract at the same
rate with heat.

When Pliny over 2,000 years ago
wrote about wormy apples, he was
doubtless complaining about codling
moths, says an entomologist.
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<« DO YOU BUY BY BRAND?

—THATS N0 JOB FOR AN AMATEUR!

AYBE it used to be. Maybe—in simpler days—
Mbuying was a job that anyone could do reason-

ably well. But it just ain’t so any more. Not
when there are 4,500 brands of canned corn alone on
the market. Not when conflicting advertising claims
conduct daily blitzkriegs on your common sense.

The fact is that the market place has been getting
more and more complicated. The most honest of ad-
vertising can’t help the consumer much in making
comparative selections. And price, as the economists
have been showing, has in numerous cases almost lost
meaning as a guide to quality.

Particularly now—in a time of war—is the lot of the
consumer not a happy one. Prices rise, quality declines.
The all-wool blanket you bought two months ago may,
two months from now, be 259 rayon and two inches
smaller. Maybe you’ll be told about the change, maybe
you won’t.

For 85,000 FAMILIES all over America, Consumers
Union is providing answers to the questions which
grow out of these facts. For 85,000 families Con-
sumers Union has become a guide through the maze
of the market place—a guide which was never more
valuable than right now.

Consumers Union offers you a way to get what you
want and to know what you’re getting. Consumers
Union cuts through advertising claims, gets to the
truth about products. Consumers Union gives you—
simply, readably, directly—the findings of unbiased
technical tests and examinations.
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Consumers Union has one job to do. It won’t help you
evaluate the course of the war. It won't try to make up
your mind about a Presidential choice. But it will help
you to make your money go further—it will help you to
buy both wisely and well. And we submit that in these
days that’s a job worth our doing——and your sup-

porting.

HERE IS WHAT YOU GET

Look over this partial list of reports in the current
(June) issue of Consumers Union Reports (the infor-
mation given you in a single one might save you enough
to pay for a year’s membership) :

PORTABLE RADIOS

Just how good are they as
radio sets? An answer to
this question and ratings of
15 widely-sold models.

GINGER ALE AND
CLUB SODA
Ratings of 20 brands of

club soda and 26 brands of
ginger ale.

NYLON STOCKINGS

A comparison—under the
camera—of nylon, the new
Gotham cotton, and a
standard silk hose.

ELECTRIC FANS

Test results on 47 models

— =t of 15 widely-sold brands,

on.

one

U the 1941
Supplement a;)n%onﬁ ential

ceer

with comparative data on
general efficiency.

will get reports on:
EXPOSURE METERS

ROLL FILM TANKS
35 MM. FILM

MEN'S SUMMER SUITS

Some notes on popular
types of fabrics to guide
you in the selection of a
summer suit.

TALCUM POWDERS

Ratings of 49 brands and
results of a highly reveal-
ing “smell test”.

CANNED TOMATO
JUICE

How 69 leading brands
rate as to price and quality,
based on U. S. Govern-
ment tests of 208 samples.

HAY FEVER

Some things you ought to
know about the treatments,
helpful and otherwise.

Along with a year’s issues of the monthly Reports, each CU
member gets the confidential Buying Guide—a compact volume
containing a veritable storehouse of ratings and buying infor-
mation. New members now get the 1940 Buying Guide Supple-
ment just published and—later this year—the 1941 Guide.

COMING!
SPECIAL PHOTOGRAPHIC REPORTS
In the next few months Consumers Union members

FINE GRAIN
DEVELOPERS
MOVIE PROJECTORS




