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Psychologists

Make Effective Use of Science

Peculiar Notions of Nazi ldeology Are Disregarded

When It Comes to Selection

ERMANY has been using scientific

psychology as an effective military
weapon in the army and “fifth column”
for at least five years. Even Freudian
doctrines have been put to use, despite
public condemnation of psychoanalysis
in Germany.

This is revealed by a clever piece of
scientific detective work done for our own
defense program by Dr. H. L. Ans-
bacher, of Brown University. As a con-
tribution to the work of the Emergency
Committee in Psychology, Dr. Ansbacher
has made a thorough search of every
available scrap of writing published by
Germany’s corps of military psycholo-
gists.

Individually, these publications escaped
the attention of the outside world,
because as contributions to science
they were insignificant. But pieced to-
gether, they disclose a unified approach
to the problem of applying psychology
to military problems in a very effective
way.

Peculiar notions of Nazi spokesmen
on race psychology and the influence of
physical makeup on the mind are thrown
into the discard by the German army
when it comes to making practical mili-
tary use of this science, Dr. Ansbacher
found.

“The honest research psychologist
must admit,” said Dr. Max Simoneit,
regarded as the dean of German military
psychology, “that nature in some cases
upsets his rules of types.”

Neither do totalitarian ideas regarding
the unimportance of the individual apply
in Germany to the selection of German
army officers or to the training and dis-
cipline of the army, Dr. Ansbacher’s sur-
vey revealed.

In fact, the greatest danger for an
army is seen by Dr. Simoneit in its be-
coming a mass; the greatest asset, su-
perior leadership.

“Our hope for victory is founded on
intellectual superiority of the German

and Training in Army

officer,” Dr. Ansbacher quotes this Ger-
man leader as saying.

Although some psychologists in the
German army favor strictest discipline
according to traditional Prussian fashion,
a newer viewpoint is expressed by Dr.
W. Hansen, German military psycholo-
gist. He favors individualized training,
Dr. Ansbacher found.

“The days of blind obedience are
gone,” Dr. Hansen declared in a psy-
chological journal in 1938. “Mere sub-
ordination would not be adequate to
modern fighting conditions. Through
machine gun nests, tanks, and airplanes
an army fights in such small units that
every single man must furnish his own
inspiration and be his own officer.

“Therefore the active participation of
the individual in the training process
must be elicited. The sergeants must be
educated to understand the individual
and deal with him accordingly.”

Digging further through the writings
of German psychologists revealed that
sergeants are actually educated along
these lines.

In the German army, it is the psy-
chologists who select the commissioned
officers, not the officers who pick psy-
chologists. The psychological examina-
tion for commissioned rank lasts two
full days and is conducted by a board
consisting of two officers, one physician,
and three psychologists. This is the main
task of German.military psychology.

They try, in this comprehensive ex-
amination, to evaluate the candidate on
general intelligence (loaded on the prac-
tical side), use of willpower, planning,
attention, clear thinking under physical
and emotional stress, energy, persever-
ance, willingness to try with all one’s
might and to the limits of capacity,
ability to command or manage people,
and total personality as revealed by life
history.

During the examination, motion pic-
tures of the candidate are secretly made
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and studied to reveal his facial expres-
sion while thinking and under various
kinds of strain. Even his handwriting and
voice are subjected to scrutiny for any
clues they may give to his personality.

According to a special report to Secre-
tary of the Navy Knox, the military
psychologists also train military spies,
the Gestapo and “fifth column” agents
for service abroad.

This part of the psychological labora-
tory has been kept secret, but Dr. Ans-
bacher was able to find references to
two books by Dr. A. Blau, who seems
toc head this work. One is an official
handbook on propaganda, the other on
“Psychological Warfare.”

Other obscure papers reveal how Ger-
man military psychologists operated to
obtain information about the mental
make-up of other peoples.

The psychologist was directed to study
individuals of a foreign nation by inti-
mate living among them as a friend.
He must speak their language. But he
must not live so long in the foreign
land that he “loses his perspective.” And
furthermore, he must write his report
after he has returned to German soil.

This is how the Balkan people are
characterized on the basis of such indi-
vidual psychological studies, together
with community studies and analysis
of statistical material:

“Extremely conservative, very super-
stitious, strongly devoted to their families,
governed by home rule to a great extent,
and seeing in work no other satisfac-
tion than profit. In spite of different
languages and governments, they form
an essentially homogeneous group, dis-
tinct as a whole from the neighboring
groups.”

And here is a portrait of the English
people as seen through the eyes of the
German military psychologist who drew
on 19th Century literature and docu-
ments for his analysis:

“Strong spirit of individual enterprise,
initiative, sense of responsibility, and
striving for personal freedom and self-
government combined with strong na-
tional unity. The economic aspect takes
the foreground, the military the back-
ground, and an unshakable belief in the
right of the English people to rule is
supreme.”
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Naturalists, who found a mule deer
fawn curled-up motionless in a “freeze”
pose for defense in its mother’s absence,
photographed the infant for 30 minutes,
and it seemed not to move even an
ear and kept eyes wide open.
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