work) by qualified investigators have
not yet appeared,” states the Journal.

Most investigators have been unable
to verify the observation of a relation
between para-aminobenzoic acid and
graying of hair in animals, continues the
editorial comment.

Lack of a different vitamin, panto-
thenic acid, causes graying in animals
which can be cured by doses of this vita-
min but not of para-aminobenzoic acid,
according to reports from two different
groups of scientists.

Not all persons with gray hair are
necessarily suffering from lack of vita-
mins, it is pointed out. If large amounts
of para-aminobenzoic acid darken their
gray hair, it might be due to excretion
into the hair of some para-phenylenedi-
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amine-like compound which acts like a
dye, it is suggested.

The evidence is stronger for panto-
thenic acid being the anti-gray hair vita-
min, if there is such a vitamin, than
for para-aminobenzoic acid, in the opin-
ion of the writer of the Journal’s edi-
torial.

Further knowledge of the effect of
the latter chemical on the body should
be gained, the editorial states, before
relatively large amounts of it are given
to patients over comparatively long
periods of time. Further studies on
laboratory animals of these substances
present in yeast which might be related
to the gray hair-diet problem are sug-
gested before further experiments are
undertaken on humans.
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25,000 Tons of Wild Rubber
Await Harvest in W astelands

Rabbit Brush, Weed That Grows Thick on Alkali Flats
Of the West, Hides Rich Supply in Stems and Roots

ORE than 25,000 tons of wild rub-

ber are hidden in the stems and
roots of rabbit brush, a weed that grows
thick on alkali flats and other wastelands
of the West, declares Prof. T. Harper
Goodspeed, University of California
botanist. He has called attention to this
unutilized resource in messages to the
federal government and to the governor
of California. s

Rabbit brush is a shrub, whose vari-
ous species grow from knee-high to twice
the height of a man. Its rubber occurs
in the form of solid bits and shreds
embedded in the tissues, as it does in its
better known botanical relative, guayule.
Hence, the same methods of harvesting
and processing could be used that have

been successful in extracting guayule
rubber.

It is not claimed that rabbit-brush
rubber could compete with the East In-
dian product under normal conditions.
It is not quite so high in quality, and
it costs more to prepare; Prof. Goodspeed
estimates about 45 cents a pound. How-
ever, in the present emergency it might
be worth while despite relatively high
costs.

Estimates of the amount of rabbit-
brush rubber that might be eventually

harvested range all the way from a low
of 10,000 tons to an extreme high of
250,000 tons. Certainly the 16 major
species of the shrub cover an immense
area, from southern California to the
northen Rockies. Some of them grow
on alkali lands completely useless for
any other purpose. Others have moved
in as weeds on rangelands that have
been seriously over-grazed.

Most practicable harvesting method,
probably, would be to pull the plants
up by the roots, using teams or tractors.
This is because a considerable part of
the rubber is embedded in the roots.
The same uprooting process would serve
to clear the range, permitting native
grasses to grow again and thereby pre-
pare the way for increasing another war
resource, the meat and leather supply.
Along with the rabbit brush, several
other related rubber-containing weeds
could be uprooted and processed, notably
two genera known as Acraderica and
Aplopappus.

The rubber of the rabbit brush is
known as chrysil rubber, the name being
derived from the plant’s botanical title,
Chrysothamnus. This comes from two
Greek words, meaning “golden bush.”
The name is well bestowed, for when
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it is in bloom every twig on the plant
ends with a brush of beautiful, golden-
rod-like flowers. Like guayule, rabbit
brush is a member of the composite
family, which includes goldenrods,
dandelions, asters, sunflowers and the
sinful, sneeze-causing ragweeds.
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MEDICINE

New Method of Using Sulfa
Drug Cures Peritonitis

NEW method of using a sulfa drug

to save patients suffering from dan-

gerous peritonitis is reported by Dr.

Julius Gottesman and Dr. Harold Gold-

berg, of Sydenham Hospital, New York

City (Journal of American Medical Asso-
ciation, Jan. 24).

The method consists of injecting the
drug into the abdomen. Sulfa drugs
have been put directly into the abdomen
when it is opened at surgical operation
or in war wounds, but this is believed
to be the first time a sulfa drug has been
injected into the abdomen when there
was no wound.

The patient given this new type of
treatment was a two and one-half-year-
old Negro child suffering from acute
appendicitis with generalized peritonitis.
Because of the child’s condition, the doc-
tors did not believe removal of the ap-
pendix was advisable. On the tenth day
of the child’s illness, the abdomen was
punctured with a long needle something
like a hypodermic needle and about half
a pint of pus was withdrawn. Sulfathia-
zole was then injected through this
aspirating needle. A second injection
was made two days later, and the child
was also given injections of sulfathiazole
into the veins as well as other treatment.

Two days after the second injection of
sulfathiazole into the abdomen the child’s
temperature fell to normal and its general
condition showed definite improvement.
Within three weeks the child had re-
covered from the serious infection and
was able to go home. Two months later
another attack of acute appendicitis oc-
curred and at that time the appendix
was removed.

The method of injecting the sulfa drug
directly into the abdomen could be of
value not only in peritonitis from ap-
pendicitis, the New York doctors sug-
gest, but also in peritonitis due to pneu-
monia germs, gonorrhea, or streptococci.
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The world’s largest sponge market is
at Tarpon Springs, Florida.
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