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Handwriting Analysis May
Be Put to Scientific Test

New Scales for Evaluating Handwriting Differences
Makes Possible Objective Statistical Study

HE ANALYSIS of handwriting, as

a method of studying personality, may
be put to scientific test. This is made
possible by new scales of measurement
developed by Mrs. Thea Stein Lewinson,
a graphologist, in collaboration with Dr.
Joseph Zubin, associate research psycholo-
gist at the New York Psychiatric Insti-
tute.

These scales, published in a book en-
titled “Handwriting Analysis,” represent
the first attempt in this country to put
graphology on a scientific basis, by offer-
ing a statistical method of checking
results.

The type of handwriting analysis used
by these authors is an outgrowth of a
method developed in pre-Hitler Germany
by Ludwig Klages and Max Pulver, not
widely known in this country. Here,
graphology has ranged from the fortune-
teller type of commercial analysis to the
study of handwriting as a collection of
isolated signs (size, shape and position
of t-bars, i-dots, etc.), each having a
definite “meaning.”

German graphologists, however, were
interested in handwriting as an expres-
sive movement. That is, they studied the
muscular movements which produced it,
deducing from the finished product
whether these movements were jerky,
uncoordinated, too contracted or too free
or whether they were rhythmically well
balanced, which they believed indicated
a well adjusted personality.

In addition, handwriting was evalu-
ated according to modern, dynamic con-
cepts of personality, which include un-
conscious, emotional factors.

The contribution made by Mrs. Lew-
inson and Dr. Zubin is in establishing
objective measurements for the “rhyth-
mic balance” of handwriting, heretofore
arrived at mostly by intuition.

On these scales of measurement, the
handwriting of abnormal personalities
shows more inconsistency, more devia-
tion from ryhthmic balance, than the
writing of “normals.” Samples are repro-
duced showing the writing of a mental
patient (paranoid schizophrenic) before

and after his breakdown. It is hard to
believe that the same person wrote them
both. Apparently a diagnosis could be
made from the “after” sample, but it is
not stated explicitly whether a forecast
of mental illness could have been made
beforehand.

These samples would interest the lay-
man who is accustomed to classify hand-
writing according to whether it looks
nice or not. In the “before and after”
series, the patient’s writing during his
breakdown is smaller, more meticulous,
and “prettier” than his previous hand-
writing. But according to graphology,
such terms as “beautiful flowing hand,”
“neat,” “bold” or “feminine” have little
to do with the case, nor is rhythmic
balance immediately visible to the naked
eye. The procedure outlined in this study
is to select the first word in the first
line, the middle word in the middle
line, and the last word of the last line,
for detailed measurement and analysis.

Mrs. Lewinson is a trained grapholo-
gist who practised in Berlin and Paris.
Since coming to this country in 1933,
she has made special studies on the hand-
writing of children and adolescents,
criminals, and abnormal personalities.
She has also collaborated with physicians
in the field of psychosomatic medicine
(the interaction of physical and psycho-
logical factors in disease). Among her
publications is the first English interpre-
tation of Ludwig Klages’ work.
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Exzilasnge of Microfilms
Helps Science War Effort

CIENTIFIC information and docu-
ments are being sent back and forth
across the Atlantic in the form of micro-
film—miniature photographs that may
be read by enlargement — in order to
speed the mutual war effort of Britain
and the United States.
This is revealed in a statement by
Prof. A. V. Hill, secretary of the Royal
Society, published in London (Nazure,
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June 13). The use of microfilm for sci-
entific purposes began in the country in
1937 when literature in libraries was
reproduced in this way for research
workers.

Regular scientific collaboration between
American and British scientists has now
been arranged with liaison officers in
both capitals and other research centers.
Experts are also ferried by air from one
country to the other.

Travel and communication is still too
slow to suit Prof. Hill who says that
“great difficulty is still experienced from
slowness of travel and transmission of
scientific people and information.” At
present, official communication with the
United States from England may take
from two to six weeks.
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In six months the War Production
Board has taken over nearly 1,000 miles
of abandoned and non-essential ratlroad
track.

Flame cleaning of structural steel
leaves the surface warm, dry, free of
rust and unbonded mill scale, and ready
for its primer coat.

Traveling “musettes,” museum dis-
plays of poisonous plants, toxic insects
and disease carriers, are being prepared
for circulation among army camps where
such enemies as poison ivy and inedible
mushrooms are a hazard.

Small quantities of silver are substi-
tuting for tin, copper, and other scarce
metals in almost every motor, generator,
transformer and other electrical appara-
tus now being made by one war plant.

THE LANGUAGE OF
TOMORROW'’S BUSINESS

PLAYING

It's easy to learn to speak, read and write
Spanish this popular new way...and it takes
only 14 of the time usually required to mas-
ter a foreign language. Play Solitaire or
play the Course with @ member of your fam-
ily or while you entertain friends. Prepares
for the thousands of post-war opportunities
that will be ilable to S ish king
men and women when trade with our Latin-
American neighbors is at its peak. Remem-
ber...2, 3 or 4 persons can learn at no extra
cost. 4 decks of cards_and Cloth-
Bound Text Book, only $2 postpaid.

Money back if you fail to learn. [~
French course...identical | -
material ...also $2.
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