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The North American waterfow!l popu-
lation last January was about 100,000,000,
according to the U. S. Fish and Wildlife

Service.

An octopus which is “setting” on its
eggs will almost completely cover itself
with small shells, held up by means of
the suction disks on its eight arms.

Eight hundred sixty million board
feet of lumber will go into the packaging
of war materials during 1942 according
to a U. S. Department of Commerce
estimate.

A fully-equipped traveling laboratory
is being manned by U. S. Department
of Agriculture technicians serving as
“trouble shooters” for the dried egg
industry.

Asparagus plants may be male or fe-
male; male plants are heavier and yield
more spears, while spears from female
plants are larger individually and of bet-
ter quality.

Sulfanilamide has been used to treat
pneumonia in fowls, but sometimes, in
spite of proper diet, hens began to lay
soft-shelled eggs, and never recovered
the ability to lay hard-shelled ones.

Two new strains cultivated from the
wild western dewberry, or trailing black-
berry, have as good a flavor as the wild
berry and in addition are perfect-
flowered, productive, bear fruit of large
size, and are more resistant to leaf and
cane spot.
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Question Box

Page numbers of Questions discussed in this issue:

ASTRONOMY

Why is day and night actually of dif-
ferent lengths during the autumnal equi-
nox? p. 138.

ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING

Where is the world’s most powerful X-ray
machine being built? p. 135.

ENGINEERING

Can automobile engines be successfully
changed to fewer cylinders? p. 140

INVENTION

How can jewelers write on gems?
How has the effectiveness
guns been improved? p. 137.

What improvement has been made in rifle
barrels? p. 141

p. 136.
of machine

MEDICINE

What explosive has caused thousands of
cases of illness in war plants? p.

What harmful effect might the use of
sulfaodrugs have on military strategy?
p. 140.

NAVIGATION

Why were the colors changed on Navy
navigation charts? p.

to in the article.
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PHARMACY

Of what value is the production of rye
smut in this country? p. 133.

PLANT PHYSIOLOGY

What chemical magic can prevent a tree
from dropping fruits before they are ripe?
p. 141

PSYCHIATRY

What is the danger of war-weary soldiers
falling into a stupor? p. 134.

RESOURCES

‘What American tree may replace our im-
ported cork supply? p. 136

What valuable products can be manu-
factured from nettles? p. 143.

Why is shark fishing ‘“booming”’
United States? p. 131.

Will there be a shortage of wool for
civilian use? p. 142.

in the

ZOOLOGY

What was the recently reported artistic
accomplishment of a London ape? p. 135

The shrew, tiny animal half the size
of a house mouse, cats its weight in food
every day.

A substitute for glycerin, vital lend-
lease chemical, is sodium lactate, now be-
ing used in food and pharmaceutical
processes.

Many astronomers believe that the
moon craters are of volcanic origin, but
much is in favor of the theory that they
were caused by the impact of meteorites
or planetesimals.

The puff adder, a short, heavy-bodied
African snake, can almost double the
diameter of its body by drawing in air.

Hydrogenated cotton seed oil flakes,
when used to fortify butter, will raise its
melting point, so that it resists melting
at high temperatures.

To supply military demands for rope,
the U. S. Department of Agriculture has
bought and distributed 3,000 bushels of
hemp seed to plant 350,000 acres; mostly
in Kentucky.
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