102

“Let’s get the youngsters to work on
this problem, too,” Mr. Fink urged. “It’s
the democratic way, and what are their
big brothers fighting for, if not to pre-
serve it?”

Science News Letter, February 18, 1948

Water Hyacinth, River Pest,
On Increase in California

» WATER HYACINCTH, a floating
weed of tropical origin that has become
thoroughly established in Southern riv-
ers and is a major hindrance to naviga-
tion there, is now threatening to assume
a similar role in the San Joaquin river
in California, Prof. Ira L. Wiggins of
Stanford University reports (Science,
Feb. 5). It has been known to be pres-
ent in local spots for some years, but
during the past season rafts of the
plant 10 to 15 feet wide and several
times as long were observed in the
river near Stockton.

While it is possible that natural causes
may hold the weed in check, Prof.
Wiggins points out that no such luck
can be counted on, and suggests a cam-
paign of extermination before the growth
gets out of hand.

Science News Letter, February 13, 1948

TRIPLE DUTY—the Army nurse’s
new greatcoat does triple duty. Its
water-repellent, wind-resistant mate-
rial, sealed seams and hood make it
a raincoat; its removable wool lining
makes it a warm topcoat; the lining
itself is finished, trimmed and but-
toned to become a bathrobe.
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New Nurse’s Uniform

Army Nurse Corps gets birthday present of new
wardrobe suited to global war. Differs from WAAC's in hat,

bag, buttons and insignia.

See Front Cover

» A COMPLETELY new, smart and
practical wardrobe suited to global war
from the Arctic to the tropics, from
hospitals at home to service in very
advanced theaters of operations at the
front, has been designed for the Army
Nurse Corps.

Announcement of the new uniforms
was made by the War Department as
a birthday present to the Nurse Corps on
the anniversary of its founding and a
tribute to its 42 years of service. Actual
field experience in this war, such as
that of the heroic Army nurses on Ba-
taan who had* to borrow servicemen’s
field service shoes for heavy duty work
and the men’s overalls for camouflage,
was part of the reason for the change
in the nurses’ uniforms. Simplification
of the supply problem, now that the
Army has other women besides nurses
to uniform, was another reason for the
change.

The new uniforms will be issued to
nurses overseas on July 1 and to nurses
in the United States on Sept. 1.

Dress uniforms for the Army nurses
will be of olive drab exactly like those
of the WAAC except for: 1. the cap
which is flat in back, softer, more femi-
nine and more comfortable looking; 2.
the Army Nurse Corps insignia worn
on the jacket; 3. gilt buttons with U. S.
Army insignia instead of the WAAC
plastic buttons; and 4. the bag, which
is envelope instead of pouch style.

For wear in field hospitals and other
installations in the theaters of opera-
tions, the nurses will wear a one-piece
wrap-around uniform of brown and
white pin-striped seersucker. Easy to
launder, requiring no ironing, crisp and
fresh close-up, and fading into the back-
ground for camouflage at a distance,
this uniform fastens with one hook and
a tie, so the nurse “will not have to
worry about sewing on a button when
she has to save a life,” as one officer
put it.

When she moves into the very ad-
vanced zone, the Army nurse will don
trousers and shirt of herringbone twill,

similar to those worn by the servicemen,
with shoes that lace up to the ankle
and leggings for protection against marsh
and mosquitoes, and regular Army hel-
met. “Cargo pockets” on front of the
trousers will hold necessary supplies.

When she goes into the Arctic, she
will have the same protection against
cold and storm as the ski troops; a re-
versible parka, white on one side and
khaki on the other, with fur trimmed
hood, and woman’s type ski pants of
wind-resistant, water-repellent fabric;
pile fabric liners to wear underneath
this, consisting of close-fitting jacket and
under trousers of furlike alpaca and
mohair pile fabric to provide an in-
sulating layer to hold body warmth;
warm, trigger-finger gloves; and rubber
shoe pacs.

Science News Letter, February 13, 1948

Rumors of Restrictions
On Sulfa Drugs Unfounded

> RUMORS of restrictions on civilian
use of the sulfa drugs are unfounded.
War Production Board officials state that
no such restrictions have been ordered.

The sulfa drugs are critical and scarce
but no real shortage exists, WPB states.
It is doing everything it can to provide
for military and civilian needs for these
life-saving chemicals.

“Discretion” in the use of the sulfa
drugs, however, is urged by WPB offi-
cials. Sulfadiazine is the scarcest of the
sulfa drugs and the one most in demand
by military and civilian physicians. It
is hoped, therefore, that when a physician
thinks sulfanilamide or sulfathiazole can
be used as safely and effectively as sul-
fadiazine, he will choose one of these
others instead of the scarce sulfadiazine.

The layman can help by not clamoring
for a sulfa drug for a cold, boils or
some minor infection when his physician
says sulfa drug treatment is unnecessary.

The reason for the scarcity of the
sulfa drugs is that enormous amounts
are being used or reserved for use in
the treatment of war wounds, where
they are performing miracles in pre-
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