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«New Machines and Gadgetse

% SLEEPING CARS especially de-
signed for troops will soon be in service.
They have a triple-deck berth arrange-
ment, the berths being placed cross-wise.
The middle and lower berths fold into
comfortable daytime seats. T he uppers are
fixed and may be used for baggage.

Science News Letter, December 11, 1948

& GYRO TRACK recorder cars, at-
tached to a railroad train, make a con-
tinuwous record of the track condition.
Eight pens record on a moving tape ir-
regularities in curvature, alignment, sur-
face wvariations and other faults in the
tracks. The rate at which the tape moves
15 in direct ratio to the speed of the train.

Science News Letter, December 11, 1943

% ARMORED motor vchicles now in
production for the Army are designed
after exhaustive studies of the turtle’s pro-
tective shell. The “firestreaming” design
is expected to shed missiles as effectively
as the turtle’s shell sheds a horse’s foot.
Science News Letter, December 11, 1943

& FIBER combination disks containing
an_abrasive are manufactured for pol-
ishing metal surfaces before paint or
lacquer is applied. Cotton-drills cloth
glued to vulcanized fiber, and aluminum
oxide grains for the abrasive, constitute
the make-up.

Science News Letter, December 11, 1943

ASTRONOMY

How long does it ‘take light to cross the
Milky Way galaxy? p. 372

What discovery was recently made by a
Dutch astronomer? p. 377

CHEMISTRY

How can dried milk be made to keep
longer? p. 376

How can rainbow colors be obtained in
electroplating? p. 372

What tremendous improvement is
pected in airplane fuel? p. 378

ENGINEERING

‘Where are tests being made on the shat-
tering of glass from explosives? p. 374

ex-

MEDICINE

How can a dentist’s drill be used to pre-
vent pain? p. 381

What drugs, taken together, have been
found effective in preventing seasickness?
p. 373

What might account for an attack of
asthma during the Christmas holidays? p. 376

Where published sources

Question Box

& MUSICAL instruments, of tough
plastic, such as the one the boy in the pic-
ture is playing, are furnished to soldiers
overseas. One such instrument, called
a tonette, has a range over an octave, and
little or no skill is needed to play it.
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¥ DECONTAMINATING Army
trucks, designed to spray neutralizing
chemical solutions on gassed areas, are
used also to carry water, as auxiliary fire
equipment and as portable shower baths
for dusty soldiers. The 2V -ton truck with

What new organization has been formed
to improve plastic surgery? p. 383
MEDICINE-PSYCHIATRY

What sort of people develop psychogenic
rheumatism? p. 371
ORDNANCE

What measures have been taken to absorb
the recoil on big guns? p. 373
PHOTOGRAPHY

How will film speeds be rated
future? p. 380

in the

PHYSICS

How can the temperature of burning
gases be measured? p. 376
PLANT PATHOLOGY

How is the bacteria causing walnut blight
transmitted? p. 377
PSYCHOLOGY

How can race riots be prevented? p. 381

PUBLIC HEALTH

In what states is influenza increasing?
371

p.

are used they are cited.
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power decontaminating equipment looks
like an ordinary tree sprayer.
Science News Letter, December 11, 1943

8 FLASHLIGHT with featherweight
storage batteries gives 2,400 hours of
steady light, casting a 1,000-foot beam be-
fore becoming depleted. To be recharged
this 4% -pound flashlight 1s  simply
plugged into a cigar lighter in any auto-
mobile.

Science News Letter, December 11, 1943

If you want more information on the new
things described here, send a three-cent stamp
to SCIENCE NEws LETTER, 1719 N St., N. W.,
Washington 6, D. C., and ask for Gadget Bul-
letin 186.

Stocking Presents

» THE SNL editorial staff has a suggestion
about presents, immediately available, for
placing in stockings at the Christmas chim-
ney for all ages and both sexes.

As all SNL readers showld know THINGS
of science, packets of interesting and timely
specimens of new or important scientific and
technical things, are issued each month at $4
per year membership fee. Each packet tells
of a dozen or more experiments to be per-
formed.

There are now on hand extra quantities of
some of the most interesting and informa-
tive THINGS on:

Vitamins, plastics, strategic minerals,
innovations, transparent packaging, indicators,
mineral optics, seeds of medicinal and condi-
ment plants, fern fossils, treated wood, plant
hormones, sulfur, unusual fabrics, casein, lode-
stone, oil seeds, coins, Prince Rupert’s drops,
rayon, cork.

paper

These will be distributed as long as the
supply lasts at 50 cents for single THINGS
units and at the rate of 3 units of THINGS
for $1. Specify in your request the names
of any particular units you want. All 21 units
listed will be sent for $7. Address: THINGS,
Care of SCIENCE NEWS LETTER, 1719 N St.,
N.W., Washington 6, D. C.
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