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Brain-Cutting Operation

Restoration to useful lives of more than 50% of pa-
tients with mental disease is accomplished by surgical pro-
cedure in which tissues are cut but not removed.

> MORE THAN HALF the patients
with the mental disease, schizophrenia,
who were treated by a brain-cutting op-
eration are now leading useful lives and
only 159, are still so sick they have to
remain in a mental hospital, Dr. Walter
Freeman and Dr. James W. Watts, of
Washington, D. C., reported at the Phil-
adelphia meeting of the American Psy-
chiatric Association.

The patients in whom the operation
has been successful have been “usefully
occupied” for from six months to as long
as seven years after the operation.

Prefrontal lobotomy is the technical
name for this surgical procedure, in
which the brain is cut but no part of
it is removed.

“The prime factor in securing a good
result,” the Washington doctors report
from their study of the patients, “is the
degree of emotional tension still present
at the time of operation. The battle is
lost only when the patient stops fight-
ing.”

The operation may lead to the discov-
ery of the mental and emotional proc-
esses that cause mental disease, in the
opinion of Dr. J. A. Kindwall, of Wau-
watosa, Wis., who, with Dr. David

Cleveland, of Milwaukee, reported using
the procedure in 15 cases.

The operation brings about a more
profound change in a person than any
other treatment hitherto used, “though
not more profound than that wrought
by the mental illness itself,” Dr. Kind-
wall stated from his study of facts ac-
cumulated over the past few years.

“The patient after the operation is not
the same person as before the mental ill-
ness,” he said; “but he is usually happier,
more out-going, and easier; often pro-
ductive, sometimes even more produc-
tive than before.”

The behavior pattern established in
the brain by severe mental illness is
changed by the operation, and anxiety,
the most common factor in mental ill-
ness, is allayed. The results of the op-
eration are said to be “encouraging to
science in its thousand-year search for an
understanding and a cure of insanity.”
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Insulin Shock Treatment

> SIGNIFICANT findings in a sur-
vey of seven years’ experience with in-
sulin shock treatment of some 700 pa-

BT

323

tients with schizophrenia were reported
by Dr. Alexander Gralnick, of Central
Islip, N. Y., State Hospital, as follows:

Worthwhile results are obtained in
cases of a duration up to two years. The
treatment causes quicker remissions, or
disappearance of symptoms. The age of
the patient and the type of schizophrenia
are not significant factors. The number
of treatments given and the coma pro-
duced bear no constant relation to the
results obtained. Women respond better
than men. Although by no means as
effective as the early enthusiastic reports
led one to believe, the method has defi-
nite value, Dr. Gralnick declared.

It is not merely insulin treatment
but the specific insulin treatment situa-
tion that counts, in his opinion. This
explains why patients who have not been
sick long do so well under the treat-
ment. They are still close enough to
reality to respond to the treatment sit-
uation, whereas patients who have been
sick longer are so withdrawn from
reality that the very same drug in the
very same treatment situation can
have little or no effect.

Further study will eventually show the
meaning this particular treatment situa-
tion has for patients and may, he said,
point the way to some other treatment
situation that will help those ill too
long to be helped by insulin shock.
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AERONAUTICS

Sky Giant of Steel
Accepted by U. S. Navy

» THE FIRST large-sized airplane of
stainless steel construction ever put into
production has been accepted by the
Navy after extensive trial board tests.
It will be used to carry vital cargo to the
fleet.

Named the “Conestoga,” after the cov-
ered wagons of pioneer days, the RBI
Flight Ship was designed and is being
produced by the Edward G. Budd Com-
pany of Philadelphia. It is the first air-
plane obtained by the Navy which was
designed especially for cargo carrying.
Other Navy cargo planes are adaptations
of combat aircraft and passenger trans-
ports.

The “Conestoga” is a high-wing
monoplane, 68 feet long, with 100-foot
wingspread, and is powered by two
Pratt and Whitney engines having a

FLYING AMBULANCE—This is the first big aircraft made of stainless steel
ever to be put into production. This official U. S. Navy photograph shows
a car ambulance rolling up the ramp into the cargo compartment.

take-off power of 1,200 horsepower each.
It has a cruising speed of 165 miles per
hour and a flight range, with maximum
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