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Communications Problem

There must be an international agreement after the
war as to the allocation of radio wavebands. Without this,
expansion of air travel and shipping will be impossible.

» NEED FOR a world conference at
an early date after the war to discuss the
allocation of radio wavebands to various
types of communications, such as tele-
vision, FM, radar devices, standard
broadcast, and miscellaneous radio ser-
vices was voiced by Commissioner E.
K. Jett of the Federal Communications
Commission.

“Progress in the field of communica-
tions has been greatly accelerated within
the last two-and-a-half years,” Com-
missioner Jett remarked, “and unless a
conference is called soon after the war
to determine just what portions of the
radio spectrum will be set aside for the
various types communications, we may
have years of confusion among nations
before the frequency allocations can be
straightened out. Radio manufacturers
are ready to produce equipment for the
operation of a variety of radio services,
including FM, television, and peacetime
radar, as soon as materials and man-
power become available, and we must
be able to tell them what frequencies
will be used internationally for these va-
rious services, or else they will proceed
under present standards to produce sets
which would not incorporate the latest
improvements resulting from the ad-
vancement of radio during the war.”

To illustrate his point, Commissioner
Jett showed that if, for example, Great
Britain were to set aside a certain sec-
tion of the radio spectrum for the use
of maritime radar anti-collision devices,
and the United States were to set aside
the same section for television, a British
boat entering New York harbor on a
foggy night, and using the radar detector
at British frequencies to prevent colli-
sion, would disrupt television reception
in New York, and the television would
interfere with the effectiveness of the
radar.

Without a mutual agreement between
nations on the question of waveband
allotment the vast expansion of air
travel and shipping to all parts of the
world would be impossible. All nations
must join in a treaty, agreeing to set
aside certain sections of the radio spec-
trum for aeronautical, shipping, and in-
ternational public services, to mention

only a few of the various types of ser-
vices to be provided for.

Commissioner Jett revealed that plans
are already under way for an inter-
American radio conference to be held in
Rio de Janeiro, possibly in 1945, to dis-
cuss and coordinate plans for allocating
the wavebands as far as the North, Cen-
tral, and South American countries are
concerned. Originally it was decided to
hold this conference last year. However,
due to the rapidly changing picture re-
sulting from wartime research and de-
velopment it was decided that the con-
ference should be postponed until a later
date.

The State Department, in an effort to
prepare the radio industry in this coun-
try for the big international postwar
radio conference, has compiled a state-
ment of proposals for frequency alloca-
tion, and is now in the process of dis-
tributing it to selected organizations in
the radio industry. This report, known
as the IRAC (Interdepartmental Radio
Advisory Committee) proposals, is the
result of many months of careful analy-
sis of what frequencies are best suited
for individual services.

Predicting an era of transitional broad-
casting during which a large number
of programs broadcast on the standard
band will also be broadcast on FM, he
stated that eventually the public would
buy enough FM sets to support FM in-
dependently of standard band stations.
This does not mean that FM will sup-
plant all standard band stations as it is
believed that the higher powered sta-
tions in the standard band will provide
a primary service particularly to rural
areas for many years to come.

Speaking of some developments which
will play an important part in the peace-
time years, Commissioner Jett said, “En-
gineers know that the principles of radar
will be applied to many peacetime sys-
tems to enhance safety of life and prop-
erty; for example, anti-collision devices
which may be carried upon airplanes
and ships. In addition it will be used in
connection with the operation of many
industrial devices both for safety and
to speed up production. Fortunately, the
industry, represented by the Radio Tech-
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nical Planning Board, has been study-
ing these postwar problems for more
than a year and will submit recommen-
dations to the goverament at an early
date.”
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To conserve beef liver, now the chief
food used in Georgia’s fish hatcheries,
the State Fish and Game Commission
is experimenting with the use of fish
refuse, such as shrimp heads, crab resi-
due and discarded fisheries products.
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