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Poor Richard: Farmer

» WE HEAR MUCH about the wise
words and pioneering deeds of men like
George Washington, Thomas Jefferson
and Patrick Henry, in the field of early
American agriculture. That is natural
enough: Washington and Jefferson were
owners and managers of big farms, and
Henry was a country lawyer, often re-
tained by farmers to do some of their
worrying for them.

But we find Benjamin Franklin, city
born and city bred, who went to the
“big town” and made good as a busi-
nessman, nevertheless giving a good deal
of highly intelligent attention to farm
matters. Dr. Carl R. Woodward devotes
a chapter to that less-known aspect of
Franklin’s life, in a recent symposium-
book, Meet Dr. Franklin.

The first thing Dr. Woodward discov-
ered about Franklin and farming was
that, contrary to a long-accepted belief,
Franklin never actually ran a farm.
The belief is based on a letter about some
very practical work done in field man-
agement on a farm in New Jersey, sup-
posed to have been written by Franklin.
It turns out that the writer (and owner
of the farm in question) was Charles
Read, a cousin of Franklin’s wife.

However, despite the lack of any rec-
ord of farm land ownership in New
Jersey, Franklin did own a farm in
Pennsylvania, not far outside Philadel-
phia. However, he never lived on it,
and it is not at all certain that he ever
did much about it. At any rate, this
venture was no great success.

It was as a farm leader, as an agri-
cultural publicist, that Franklin shone,
rather than as an actual farmer. Dr.
Woodward shows that he was a strong
advocate of American corn as a paying

crop, recommending it to prospective
emigrants during his stays in England
and Scotland. In this he differed from
Washington and Jefferson, who thought
rather ill of corn as a soil-wasting crop.

He was at one with them, however,
in his eagerness to introduce into Amer-
ican agriculture the best of what he could
find abroad. He sent home choice seed
of oats, barley, turnips, cabbage, peas,
rhubarb, kale and other plants. He was
a strong advocate of legumes for green
manuring, and is credited with a spec-
tacular demonstration of the value of
liming soils. Once he went to a great
deal of trouble to send some cuttings of
Rhenish grapes to an acquaintance in
Connecticut, just because he wanted to
see viticulture thrive there as well as in
Pennsylvania.

Poor Richard may not have had much
of a farm himself, but he undeniably
did a great deal for American farming.
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Holt, 690 p., illus., $3.50.
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New Method for Trapping
Test Bullets Is Patented

> A NOVEL trap for flying bullets is
offered by Irving R. Gilson of Liverpool,
N. Y, for patent 2,356,992. It is in-
tended to replace the sand traps com-
monly used as bullet stops where test
firing is conducted.

Sand, the inventor points out, is a
messy and unsatisfactory material to use
for this purpose: it fills the air with silica
flour that is a menace to workers’ health,
and also materially lowers the value of
the spent bullets as scrap.

The new device consists of a long tube,
into which jets of water are shot at an
angle, forming a bubble-filled cushion
the length of the pipe. When the bullets
are fired into this they are slowed down
and stopped without damage to them-
selves. The discharged water can be
pumped back for re-use.
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. « . SIMPLIFY TEACHING
. « « FACILITATE LEARNING

e Combining actual specimens, concise per-
tinent text and accurate explanatory drawings,
Ward’s Explano-Mounts insure correct observa-
tions on the part of students and save time by
showing exactly what to look for, where to find
it, and what it means. Two series now available:
Type I, Insect Explano-Mount, deals with insects
ang the vital biological principles which are
taught with insects or examples; Type II, Micro-
Explano-Mount, on botanical an
subjects, incorporates a microscope slide.

Write for Bulletin N-397 which describes and
lists 67 currently available Explano- Mounts.
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