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Flies which carry not only dysentery
and typhoid but also cholera and
other disease-causing parasites including
worms, which are a serious pest in rural
areas and on dairy farms, may be ex-
terminated or nearly so by DDT in the
postwar world. Bedbugs are.another on
the list for postwar routing by DDT.

Valuable timber stands may be saved
by DDT from destructive forest insects
such as the gypsy moth and the spruce
budworm.

DDT, Dr. Bishopp warned, is not a
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panacea for all insect ills, though it is
effective against more insect species than
any other synthetic organic insecticide.
It is poisonous to man and animals when
injected in considerable quantities or ap-
plied to large areas of the body in an
oil solution. Its acute toxicity is less than
that of many insecticides now used, but
its persistence which makes it so effective
must be considered from the standpoint
of chronic poisoning. It is also highly
poisonous to fish and many beneficial in-

sects.
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Heart Disease Increase

Constitutes a serious threat to future genera-
tions, unless cause and a means of control can be

discovered.

» THE INCREASE of heart disease,
particularly among younger persons, is
“alarming” and constitutes a “serious
threat to future generations” unless its
cause and a means of control can be dis-
covered, Lieut. Howard M. Odel, of the
U. S. Naval Medical Center, Bethesda,
Md., declared at the meeting of the
Medical Society of the District of Co-
lumbia.

Disease of the heart’s own arteries,
known as coronary disease in medical
terms, is the condition he discussed. The
future of this disease, he said, depends
on early recognition and “judicious man-
agement” of the patient.

In managing patients, he pointed out,
doctors must steer between the danger
of restricting their activities so far as to
make chronic invalids of them and the
equally great danger of too early return
to normal activity, especially business.

The important thing, he said, is to
allow enough time for other arteries to
take over the damaged one’s job of sup-
plying sufficient blood to the heart
muscle. This may take many months.
The patient may be allowed out of bed
for eight or nine hours a day and may
do a little walking, but return to busi-
ness may have to be delayed for months
and maybe a year or more.
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Malaria Carriers

> MILITARY demobilization will in-
troduce a large number of malaria car-
riers into the country, Dr. L. L. Wil-
liams, Jr., of the U. S. Public Health

Service, declared at the same meeting.

He warned physicians and surgeons
to be on the alert to recognize as a ma-
laria relapse cases which might appear
to be a post-operative infection or some
other kind of germ disease.

Much may be done after the war to
control malaria by spraying homes with
a “long lasting insecticide” which he did
not identify by name but which, from
his description, may be DDT. This long-
lasting insecticide, he said, is so successful
in ridding homes of vermin as well as
mosquitoes that its use is likely to become
widely popular. This has been the ex-
perience with it in experimental trials.

Other measures of malaria control,
such as eliminating mosquito breeding
grounds, will also be necessary.
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Hope for Penicillin Cure
Of Rheumatic Fever Fades

» HOPE THAT penicillin might prove
effective as a remedy for the acute stage
of rheumatic fever gets a severe setback
from two reports. (Journal, American
Medical Association, Sept. 30.)

From the U. S. Navy Research Unit at
the Hospital of the Rockefeller Institute
for Medical Research in New York,
Lieut. Comdr. Robert F. Watson, Dr.
Sidney Rothbard and Dr. Homer F.
Swift report:

“Penicillin  in doses ranging from
1,975,000 to 3,470,000 Oxford units given
over a two-week period to eight young
adults with acute rheumatic fever ap-
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parently failed to alter the course of their
disease.”

Even more discouraging is the report
of six Army officers working under the
Army Air Forces Rheumatic Fever Con-
trol Program. They tried penicillin in 38
cases of rheumatic fever at Army Air
Force installations and found that it not
only failed to help the patients but in
some cases made the course of the sick-
ness worse.

The officers conducting this study
were: Maj. Frank P. Foster, Maj. George
E. McEachern, Capt. John H. Miller,
Lieut. Col. Fred E. Ball, Lieut. Col.
Charles S. Higley, and Maj. Harry A.
Warren.
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MILITARY SCIENCE

M-18 Tank Destroyer
Had Part in Recent Drive

> THE SPEEDY M-18 tank destroyer
helped make possible the fast movement
of troops across France into Germany, the
War Department revealed.

The 18.75-ton tank destroyer is both
mobile and speedy, and it mounts a pow-
erful 76-millimeter cannon to punish
German tanks. Under fire, one of the
units made up of M-18 TD’s covered 65
miles in three and a half hours, and in
another drive it traveled 165 miles in a
day and a half, under blackout condi-
tions part of the way.

The mechanical system of the TD per-
mits the installation of a new engine in
less than two hours. The 10 wheels
operate independently, so that one broken
wheel will not throw the vehicle out of
action. It has dual controls that permit
a change in drivers without switching
seats. Its speed and smooth performance
compares favorably to that of a com-
mand car.

Not long ago one of the tank destroy-
ers was dispatched to blast a German pill-
box near Brest. About 6,000 yards of
water separated the TD from the pillbox.
For 30 minutes the TD fired on the pill-
box, changing its position frequently, and
streaking away to protective cover be-
tween rounds, before the enemy could
direct fire on it. The pillbox was put
out of action.

The M-18 moves so rapidly that the
enemy finds it almost impossible to strew
new mines in its path.
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Limited quantities of American peni-
cillin have been sent to the Swedish
government for use by its health author-
ities.
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