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Life Everlasting

> GENERATIONS of poets have per-
petuated a dismal autumnal picture of
“melancholy days, the saddest of the
year,” with trimmings of wailing winds
and “leaves both brown and sear.”

It isn’t fair. Autumn is a grand season,
a time of both fulfilment and prepara-
tion. And for the trees that shed their
leaves it is no more a time of doom and
death than any other season of the year.
The leaves die and drop off, it is true,
but the tregs themselves stand and sur-
vive; they are no more dead in autumn
and winter than they are in spring and
summer. We humans, egotists that we
are, are simply reading our own feelings
and reactions into beings whose lives are
quite unlike our awn. This kind of an-
thropomorphizing Has a bad reflex effect
upon ourselves, yet we’re always doing
1t.

As a matter of sober scientific fact,
the trees themselves are very business-
like about this business of letting their
leaves go. In their purely automatic, un-
conscious way they prepare for the com-
ing winter and the spring that is to fol-
low a great deal better than self-styled
Homo sapiens manages his own future.

The first thing that happens, as the
nights grow longer and chillier, is the
draining back into the tree’s branches
and trunk of practically all the food-
stuffs in the leaves. Leaves, as we all
know, are the ultimate food factories,
and during their active life always con-
tain a good deal of sugar, starch and
protein. That’s why grazing and brows-
ing animals eat them while they are
green—nobody ever saw a deer, or even
a goat, try to get a living out of fallen
leaves.

After the foodstufts have been drained
out of the leaves, the green coloring mat-
ter that helps to make them breaks down
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chemically, and in doing so becomes col-

269

While the color change is going on,

orless. It is then that the leaves begin * a double layer of cork cells forms right

to glow in their autumn glory of yel-
lows and reds and purples. These colors
have been there all the while, the yellows
as microscopic solid bits of pigment, the
reds and purples as dissolved dyes in the
cell-sap. Only during the summer there
is so much more of the green pigment
in most leaves that it covers up and
masks the bright hues.

across the base of the petiole, or leaf-
stem. It is the only common case in na-
ture of a bandage being applied before
a wound occurs. After this cork layer is
formed, it splits apart, one half going
with the leaf, the other covering the
scar on the branch and sealing it against
the entry of decay-causing germs and
spores. And so the leaf drops off.
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It Holds . . .
In Sizzling Heat
and lcy Cold

Bausch & Lomb Binoculars and
other optical instruments of war
serve wherever our fighting men are
stationed—in tropical heat and in
frigid cold, on land, at sea and in the
air. To insure perfect functioning
under all kinds of climatic and tem-
perature conditions, Bausch & Lomb
technicians developed many special
One of
these is a special optical cement
identified as “PKR-15.”

processes and materials.
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PKR-15 is a plastic-base substance
used for cementing together the glass
surfaces of precision lenses and
prisms. Any danger of lens separa-
tion, due to temperature extremes, is
eliminated—for PKR-15 will not
soften in the intense heat of the
tropics, will not become brittle in
sub-zero cold.

PKR-15 cement is but one of many
extras which mean finest binocular
performance for our Armed Forces.
It is another advantage you will
appreciate and enjoy in your post-
war Bausch & Lomb Binocular.
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