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Airborne Invasion

> PARATROOP tactics have been the
means employed for seed dispersal by
wild plants most successful in occupying
London’s bomb-blasted areas since the
Nazi “hate” blitz early in the war. Air-
borne seeds have gone farthest and de-
ployed most widely, Prof. E. J. Salisbury,
University of London botanist, reported
in an address before the Royal Institu-
tion of Great Britain.

By far the most abundant and most
generally distributed of the “blitzweeds”
is the big, lusty, red-flowered plant
known in Britain as rosebay willowherb
and in the United States and Canada as
fireweed. Its thousands of seeds are car-
ried on parachutes like thistledown, but
rather more efficient. For one thing, the
long hairs of the fireweed parachute
open out widely in dry air, but when
it becomes damp, in weather more suited
for germination, they partly close, per-
mitting an earthward glide.

Second honors were distributed among
a number of species of the ragwort
genus. The ragworts are botanical sec-
ond cousins to the dandelion, and their
seeds are carried more or less dandelion-
fashion. This is less efficient than the
fireweed’s parachute; still, it suffices for
quite general dispersal.

A number of other composite species,
with parachute-borne seeds on the dan-
delion and thistle patterns, figure in the
plant populations of bombed areas.
Some of them are of American origin,
notably the common fleabane, close
cousin to the wild asters but less attrac-
tive to look at.

Some plants are able to travel by air
even though not parachute-equipped,
because their seeds or spores are so tiny
and light that even faint breezes can
carry them. Moss and fern spores are
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most successful at this kind of drifting,
because of their microscopic size. How-
ever, very small seeds are also able to
float like dust-grains in the air for at
least moderate distances.

A third kind of seed travel that may
have figured in the establishment of veg-
etation on bombed areas is accidental
carriage on the clothing or shoes of hu-
man beings. This is by far the least
efficient way for plants to get about
in the world, to judge by results on the
London bomb-scars.

Prof. Salisbury made a study of the
floating power of seeds by dropping
them through still air and holding a
stopwatch on them while they fell ten
feet. Fireweed seed averaged 434 sec-
onds for the drop, the ragworts between
five and eight seconds, and fleabane seeds

— every week !

MeetJohn S...... and Mary D.......

Between them, they put almost 809,
of their pay into War Bonds—and have
for 2 years.

John and Mary are typical of more
than 27 million Americans on the Payroll
Savings Plan who, every single month,
put half a BILLION dollars into War
Bonds. That’s quite a chunk of money—
enough to buy one of those hundred-
million-dollar battleships every week,
with enough money for an aircraft car-

These people buy a battleship
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15.4 seconds. He pointed out that up-
ward currents of air, such as occur on
warm days, often reach these velocities,
and can thus account for a major part
of weed-seed transportation.
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Blind Typist Is Employed
In X-Ray Department

> A BLIND typist is employed in the
X-ray department of one of the base hos-
pitals of the Department of Health for
Scotland, according to a report carried
in the British Medical Journal. Her job
is to transcribe the remarks of the ra-
diologist as, in total darkness, he screens
successive patients.

Science News Letter, October 28, 1944

rier and three or four cruisers left over.

In addition, John and Mary and the
other people on the Payroll Plan have
been among the biggest buyers of extra
Bonds in every War Loan Drive.

When this war is finally won, and we
start giving credit where credit is due,
don’t forget John and Mary. :
After the fighting men, they
deserve a place right at i
the top of the list. They’ve :
earned it. fg y

You've backed the attack—now speed the Victor!
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