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New Machines and Gadgets-

® PICNIC TABLE, recently patented,
when folded resembles the conventional
suitcase that opens into equal halves. Its
legs fold inside like those on a card
table. One half of its body is equipped
to hold plates, cups, knives and forks;
the other half holds two folding chairs.
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& ROTARY slide rule permits rapid
and accurate multiplication and division
through the process of rotating a hand
knob and operating a lever. The cursor,
ordinarily the runner, is on a fixed win-
dow of a housing in which the scales
revolve. An attached small microscope of
good magnification assists reading.
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¢ BILLIARD-BALL collecting device,
which is a controlling device as well,
consists of ducts leading from the pock-
ets to a central place through which the
balls roll when released by a mechanism
operated by a coin being put into a slot.
It is for use in billiard parlors where
money is paid for each play.
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8 CRUTCH with a deep arm-pit cra-
dle, adjustable hand-grip, and remov-
able spike on the end for use when the
ground is frozen or slippery, is now pat-
ented. When not in use the spike, which
is the end of a rod extending through
the leg of the crutch, is drawn up into
the leg by a thumbscrew just under the
hand-grip.
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AERONAUTICS
In what way does the B29 resemble a jig-
saw puzzle? p. 325
AERONAUTICS-PHOTOGRAPHY
How does a camera add to the safety of
air travel? p. 3256
CHEMISTRY
How has the life of shoe leather been
increased? p.
EARTH SCIENCE
What great geyser
328

recently erupted?

p.
ENGINEERING

What may make it possible for newspapers
to be printed in your own home? p. 324
MEDICINE

How are mice aiding cancer research?
p. 328

How does lactose aid penicillin? p. 329

How does the new blood plasma flask
work ? p. 324

Question Box

Where published sources are used they are cited.

# RUBBER PILLOWS, now used to
jack up army aircraft on soft ground by
filling them with air delivered by a gaso-

line-driven engine blower, raise the
plane without injury to the wings when
placed as illustrated in the picture. Each
giant bag, when inflated, is six feet high
and can support 12 tons.
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& FLUID SEPARATOR, for use on
the gasoline supply line feeding an au-
tomobile engine, filters the gasoline
through a porous metal membrane to
free it from whatever water may have
been mixed with it. The porous mem-
brane, cup-shaped and placed inside a

What two new ways of increasing the
efficiency of penicillin have been tried?
p. 329

OPTICS
‘What is the newest electronic “brain”?

p. 326

ORNITHOLOGY

Where did the five new birds now in the
Zoo]ogical Park in Washington come from?
p. 32

PHYSICS-CHEMISTRY

For what work were the 1943 and 1944
Nobel prizes in physics awarded? p. 323
PSYCHOLOGY

On what two things does a soldier’s
morale depend? p. 327
ZOOLOGY

How many hybrid gibbons have been born?
p. 329
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container into which the gasoline flows,
permits the passage of gasoline only.
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& WEED MOWING machine of the
walking type, good for cutting close to
fences and walls, has a horizontally po-
sitioned rotatable disk extending from
the front which carries three projecting
short cutting blades. A small engine
mounted on the axis of the two-wheeled
machine causes the disk to rotate rapidly.
lt is pushed forward and guided with
a pair of plow handles.
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If you want more information on the mew
things described here, send a three-cent stamp
to SCIENCE NEWS LETTER, 1719 N St., N. W.,
Washington 6, D. C., and ask for Gadget Bulletin
234.
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