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Victory Over Vectors

» UNINVITED and unwelcome camp-
followers in all wars throughout history
have been insects. Fleas and lice made
themselves at home in all camps and
castles, flies swarmed over the soldiers’
food, mosquitoes and other winged blood-
suckers pestered them on the march and
bred by billions in moats and defensive
ditches. Until very recently they were
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considered infernal nuisances, but bear-
able as compared with other campaign
discomforts. The men scratched their
bites, slapped at the flies, cursed rou-
tinely; but that was about all. (A knight
in plate armor was well protected against
mosquitoes; but it must have been tough
when a flea or a cootie bit him and he
couldn’t get at the itchy spot.)

Late in the nineteenth century, how-
ever, after Pasteur had firmly established
the germ theory of diseases, it began to
be realized that many of the worst germs
were carried about by these uninvited
intimates of the camps. Typhus and
plague, typhoid and dysentery, malaria
and yellow fever—the list of indictments
and convictions lengthened year by year.
The foe might slay his thousands, but
insects their tens of thousands.

During the first World War some ef-
forts were made to conquer these insect
disease carriers, or vectors as they are
called in medico-entomological terminol-
ogy. Some success was scored against
flies, a little against lice, but nothing
much against the other plague-bearers.
One of the chief handicaps was the lack
of a really effective insecticide.

DDT changed all that, so radically
that it seems almost miraculous. Body
vermin wilted before the medics’ pow-
der-guns like Japs before a flame-thrower.
With them went the menace of typhus.
Sprayed wholesale from planes in cer-
tain jungle-island experiments, it exter-
minated whole mosquito populations—
though, regrettably, it also wiped out
many harmless insects, such as butter-
flies.

However, the victory over vectors was
not won with one weapon alone. Fumi-
gation cabinets and bags, for example,
have played a great part in delousing
operations. Just keeping things well
cleaned and screened has kept down the
flies around established camps. The triple
program of draining, oiling and poison-
ing has made swamps and ponds inhos-
pitable to mosquitoes wherever time and
means have been available to put it into
practice.

One of our great air bases carved out
of a jungle in the southern hemisphere,
for example, has a fair-sized lake at one
end of it. You would expect to encounter
swarms of mosquitoes, with everybody
compelled to wear head-nets and gloves.
But there isn’t a mosquito in sight. In
their recreation time, the men play
games bareheaded and with their sleeves
rolled up, as if there were no such things
as insects in the whole wide world.
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General Electric Plans
$8,000,000 Laboratory

> WITH PLANS for expanded post-
war research and development well un-
der way, the General Electric Company
has announced the pending erection of a
new building to house its laboratories, at
a cost of about $8,000,000. Construction
will begin on a 219-acre estate near
Schenectady as soon as WPB approval
can be obtained. Dr. C. G. Suits, vice-
president and director of research, re-
vealed plans to expand the laboratory
staff by several hundred workers.

A feature of the new building, to be
built in the shape of a giant T, will be
movable walls and partitions that can be
set at 18-inch intervals so that rooms can
quickly be made large or small as de-
sired. Benches and all furnishings will be
standardized.

The site of the new building is on a
high elevation, thus permitting experi-
ments with radar, high-frequency jet en-
gines and other devices. The rocky cliff
foundation will be useful in conducting
experiments with X-rays, possibly per-
mitting increases above 100 million volts.
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