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Precautionary Destruction

» ELM TREES have long been favorites
with the people of this country. Elms
are beautiful in themselves, especially the
American or white elm, with its long,
sweeping, arch-forming branches. We
think, too, of the picture of George Wash-
ington accepting his commission as com-
mander of the Continental forces under
the great elm in Cambridge, Mass., and
of other elms that have backgrounded
memorable scenes in our history.

Yet in the face of this comes a rec-
ommendation from the Bureau of En-
tomology and Plant Quarantine, U. S.
Department of Agriculture, that farmers
and other owners of mixed hardwood
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timber should ccncentrate their atten-
tion on the elms in them, especially if
these trees show any signs of being sick,
and cut them down and use the wood
as quickly as possible. At first blush, it
seems downright unpatriotic to make such
a demand.

There is good practical reason, how-
ever, for this move. American elms are
threatened by two serious scourges, the
well-known though misnamed Dutch elm
disease and a less-advertised though prob-
ably equally dangerous malady known
only by its technical title, phloem necro-
sis. Either disease is almost inevitably
fatal to an elm if it gets a firm hold on
the tree: the only thing to do with a tree
in which the infection has become estab-
lished is to cut it down and burn it, to
prevent it from spreading the disease to
trees still unattacked.

Squads of disease-fighters have been
doing this for several years in the areas
where these diseases are most threaten-
ing. During the war this work has been
seriously handicapped by the manpower
shortage, so it has not been possible to
extend the street and highway patrols out
into the woods. Yet elms in the woods
are just as likely to become diseased as
those in the open, and much less likely
to be detected while they are in the dan-
gerously infective stage. It is for this
reason that the prompt felling and utili-
zation of any timber-lot elm that shows
wilting or dead foliage is now recom-
mended.
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It's wiser to have a private

laboratory check new prod-

ucts than for the public to
find faults.
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The recommendation even goes beyond
the destruction of trees known to be dis-
eased. It is suggested, in view of the
present shortages of timber and firewood,
that elms be cut before other trees. Elm
has never been much esteemed as lum-
ber, but it can yield posts and other rough
timbers, where sawing or splitting is not
required. Such elm logs as are cut for
these purposes during the warm months
should have their bark removed and
burned, to kill off the disease-causing
fungi and the bark beetles that serve as
carriers for the infection.

Science News Letter, July 28, 1945

® Just Off the Press ©

CONTROLLERS FOR ELECTRIC MOTOR: A
TFreatise on the Modern Industrial Con-
troller with Typical Applications to the
Industries—Henry Duvall James and Louis
Edwin Markle—McGraw, 324 p., illus., $5.

ELECTRICAL POWER USES IN MARINE SERV-
ICE—John M. Dodds—McGraw, 444 p.,
illus., $3. Vol. 3, Marine Electricians’ Li-
brary. A reference handbook.

THE GIST OF MATHEMATICS—Justin H.
Moore and Julio A. Mira—Prentice-Hall,
726 p., illus., $5. Prentice-Hall mathemat-
ics series. 3rd printing.

DUTREX 20 AND 25, Plasticizers for Vinyl
Chloride Resins—Shell Oil Company, 13
p., paper, illus., free. Report No. 1.

848 MEN-—AND YOU—Socony-Vacuum, 46
p., paper, illus., free. The story of Socony-
Vacuum research and product development.

How 1O GET AND KEEP GOOD HEALTH—
Stella Regina Dolan, ed.—Ackerman, 240
p., $2. 23 experts tell how to maintain
health.

AN INTRODUCTION TO MEDICAL SCIENCE—
William Boyd—Lea, 365 p., illus., $3.50.
3rd ed., thoroughly revised.

A MANUAL OF SURGICAL ANATOMY—Tom
Jones and W. C. Shepard—Saunders, 195
p., illus., $5. Prepared under the auspices
of the Committee on Surgery of the Divi-
sion of Medical Sciences of the National
Research Council.

PSYCHIATRY IN MODERN WARFARE—Ed-
ward A. Strecker and Kenneth E. Appel—
Macmillan, 88 p., $1.50.

PSYCHOLOGY FOR THE ARMED SERVICES—
Edwin G. Boring, ed.—Infantry Journal,
533 p., illus., $3. Prepared by a Commit-
tee of the National Research Council with
the collaboration of many specialists.

SCIENCE, THE ENDLESS FRONTIER—Vanne-
var Bush—Supt. of Doc., 183 p., paper,
30 cents. A report to the President on a
program for postwar scientific research.

SCIENTIFIC SOCIETIES IN THE UNITED
STATES—Ralph S. Bates—Wiley, 246 p.,
$3.50. A publication of the Technology
Press, Mass. Inst. of Tech.

TECHNIQUES OF GUIDANCE: Tests, Records,
and Counseling in a Guidance Program—
Arthur E. Traxler—Harper, 394 p., illus.,
$3.50. Education for Living series.

Science News Letter, July 28, 1945

www.jstor.org



