DEMOUNTABLE—Complete roof

panels can be placed or removed from

a prefabricated demountable house

such as the one of the National Hous-
ing Agency shown here.

use, including faucets for the water sys-
tem, inside partitions, outside walls, roof-
ing, and transparent materials to replace
ordinary window panes. Some have prac-
tically every property required in build-
ing and are light in weight as well.

A glass fiber-reinforced plastic deserves
particular mention because, in addition
to great strength, it can be formed into
large pieces of various shapes by powered
presses. The manufacturers suggest its
use in one-piece rowboats, or as the
whole top of a railroad car. The glass
fiber reinforcing gives its strength just
as steel rods reinforce concrete.

While many of the prefabricated
homes shown in catalogs are box-like
structures, the greater demand will prob-
ably be for those of more conventional
appearance, perhaps of the favorite Cape
Cod type. A house is not a home to many
Americans if it varies too far from the
familiar structure. The box-type prefabri-
cated home is economical to build. It
fits in well with surroundings in some
parts of the country, but a house with
the familiar pitched roof is still the
favorite.

Something very unusual as a modern
home is under development in one of
the great war aircraft factories, but it
has not yet reached the stage of perfec-
tion which warrants advertising. Econ-
omy will be its strongest sales point, it
is claimed. The sales price may be only
50% to 60%, that of prefabricated homes
of conventional types.

This house, the Dymaxion, it is called,
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is round in shape, with a domed roof.
It is made of aluminum and has a win-
dow of a transparent plastic running in
a strip all the way around it. Insulation
will keep the inside warm in winter and
cool in summer. Ventilation is provided
by means of the domed top. It is a two-
bedroom affair, with two baths, and will
have the so-called unit equipment in its
kitchen and bathroom.

Built-in furnishings seem to feature
most of the new prefabricated homes.
They include heating units, kitchen units,
bathroom and laundry units, closets,
bookcases, and even beds that store away
in the walls during the day.

Typical is a kitchen unit mounted on
a base less than eight feet long and
narrow enough to be rolled through a
door. When set in place, it is fastened
to the wall. A few turns of a stillson
wrench connects it to the utility outlets,
and it is ready for use. It contains a
stove, refrigerator, sink, work table and,
overhead, cabinets for kitchen utensils.
It is the modern prefabricated kitchen
for the modern prefabricated home.
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PHYSICS

Atomic Scientist Warns
Against Misinterpretation

> WARNING AGAINST misinterpre-
tation of the experimental atomic bomb-
ing of Navy ships at Bikini atoll this
spring and summer, Dr. Norris E. Brad-
bury, director of the Los Alamos Labora-
tory of the Manhattan Engineer District,
said, “The test is not designed to deter-
mine conclusively the extent or character
of our future naval construction, or to de-
tract from the already fearful potentiality
of the bomb as it might be used in an-
other war.”

Fearing that too much emphasis has
been placed on the number of ships to
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be used in the operation, Dr. Bradbury
explained that many of the ships used
will not receive serious damage.

“Many are to carry important instru-
ments which will record data necessary
to interpret properly the results of the
test,” he pointed out.

“The aim of the test,” he declared,
“should not be to see how many ships can
be destroyed and sunk, but to obtain
objective and factual information from
ships at varying distances with all de-
grees of damage.”

Dr. Bradbury said two difhiculties in
the test will be the danger of fires that
might normally be put out by personnel
aboard a ship, and the fact that the ships
will be closer together than in a tactical
formation.

The atomic scientist warned against
misinterpretation of the results of the
bombing damage, pointing out that the
important effects of radioactivity and
radiation can only be determined by
technical measurements.

“Only by the most careful, unbiased
and technical interpretation in military
and naval circles, in the offices of overall
military strategy and in the public press
can the test be given its proper weight
and meaning,” declared Dr. Bradbury.

“Nor,” he added, “should the peo-
ple of this country ever forget the appear-
ance of Hiroshima and Nagasaki after
only one atomic bomb.”
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Approximately 50 American agricul-
tural crops depend upon honeybees for
pollination.

Spectrographs, which determine ele-
ments in kind and amount by measuring
ultraviolet ray lengths, have been found
particularly useful in plant and poison
analysis by agricultural chemists; samples
are burned to emit the rays.

ANYONE CAN USE A SLIDE RULE

Absolun!y no math background needed if you have the PRACTICAL SLIDE RUI.E MANUAL

J. M. Klock, formerly mc'hemammn for the U. S. Navy and instructor in the Detroit
Pubh: Evening Schools. An hnical explanation of how to use a slide rule
for the fundamental math :olculohons A necessity for students of all math and science,
technicians, shop men, engineers, etc. Also includes work on cost accounting, interest rates,
and other business applications.

NOTICE: ORDER YOUR MANUAL NOW AS ALL PRINTINGS THIS SUMMER WILL
BE SOLD EXCLUSIVELY TO LIBRARIES. WE CANNOT GUARANTEE TO FILL ORDERS
RECEIVED AFTER MAY 28, 1946 UNTIL FALL.

Large illustrations. Simmle and non-technical exolanations. Based on 9 terms of teaching
adults. With this booklet anvone who knows the simplest arithmetic can easily learn the
slide rule. Starts from a simple reading of the scales, and goes on through the most

advanced practical work, with applications to formulae from mathematics, engineering,
aeronautics, air navigation, etc. Booklets are sent postpaid by return mail. Send $1.00 to

SLIDE RULE @ BOX 2293 e DETROIT 31, MICHIGAN
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