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Fatal accidents in U. S. National
Parks during 1946 numbered 29.

A buller will ricochet off the surface
of water as it does from a solid surface.

Much of the world’s fertile farm lands
of today were sea bottoms in very an-
cient times.

Wood gutters on houses have become
common recently due to shortages of
metals.

Seashell collecting, a summer sport to
many, is to scientists a hclp in unravelling
a geological structure in a quest for oil,
metals, or deposits of building materials.

Visitors to an electronic exhibition
in New York can see themselves tele-
vised and at the same time see the tele-
vision picture of themselves on a screen.

American tang-oil industry, although
still young, is reaching $10,000,000 pro-
portions; tung tree orchards are now
located in all the states touching the
Gulf of Mexico.

LANGUAGE
% 1S POWER

«+.Forge ahead, win
special assignments,
promotion, better job
in global peace time
opportunities through
ability to speak a for-
eign language.
MASTER A NEW LANGUAGE
quickly, easily, correctly by

LINGUAPHONE

The world-f h Conversa-
tional Method brings voiees of native teach-
ers INTO YOUR 3/ ME. You learn the
new lengvcge by llS'IENlNG It's amaz-
ingly have

HOME-STUDY COURSES IN 29 LANGURGES

Available to Veterans under

G 1 BILL OF RIGHTS

Send fer FREE book—

LINGUAPHONE INSTITUTE

31RCABidg.,New York20 @ Circle7-0830

LINGUAPHONE INSTITUTE,
31 RCA Bldg., New York 20, N. Y.
Send me the FREE I.lngucphono Book.

Name.._.
Addr

City

4

Langvage Inter

ScieNnce News LETTER for August 16, 1497

ASTRONOMY

1947 Record Comet Year

> THIS YEAR may set a new record
for the discovery of comets, a Harvard
College Observatory astronomer dis-
closed.

So far this year, astronomers have
found eight new comets in the heavens.
The all-time yearly record was set in
1932 when 13 comets were discovered.

“If we keep on at the present rate,
1947 may become the record year in
the discovery of new comets,” Dr. Fred
L. Whipple explained.

Dr. Whipple, who discovered one of
the most spectacular new comets of the
past two decades, discussed comet-
hunting as a guest of Watson Davis,
director of Science Service, on Adven-
tures in Science heard over the Colum-
bia network.

Although astronomers have found
a bumper crop of new comets this
year, you would not have been able
to see any of them without a powerful
telescope. The only comet found this
year which has been visible to the naked
eye could be seen only in the Southern
hemisphere.

Comet-finding is an international job,
Dr. Whipple emphasized. Ten comets,
including newly-discovered and pre-
viously-known ones, are now being ob-
served by astronomers. These 10 dis-
coveries were made in eight different
countries, the astronomer reported.

Observations from almost all of the
civilized countries of the world are used
when astronomers calculate the paths
of comets about the sun, Dr. Whipple
added.

Comets appear as a hazy patch of
sky, but actually they are millions of
miles away, the astronomer pointed out.

These August nights, you can see
the annual shower of the broken re-
mains of a comet, Dr. Whipple said.
The pieces of the comet are shooting
stars, or meteors.

Each August, he explained, we can
see the Perseid meteors, which seem to
come from the constellation Perseus,
the champion. Actually these shooting
stars are the skeleton fragments of a
comet discovered in 1862.

Dr. Whipple predicted that meteors
will become a traffic hazard when man
starts traveling out into space.

One might cruise around in space
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for a lifetime without colliding with
a meteor, but the driver of a space ship
will have to avoid the paths of comet

debris where meteors are most likely
to be.

“He should try to avoid running
through the orbits of the larger comets
where much meteoric matter might
exist,” Dr. Whipple said, “in the same
fashion as a bus driver should try to
avoid driving over tacks, nails and
rough roads that might ruin his tires.”

Colliding with meteors would be a
more serious matter, though. These so-
called shooting stars move at high
speeds, and the astronomer estimated
that a pinhead meteorite, if made of
steel, would penetrate a quarter-inch
steel plate.
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ENTOMOLOGY

Beehive Air-Conditioning
Pays Keeper in More Honey

> AIR CONDITIONING for bees
pays, Leroy Bell of Orange, Calif., has
found. He keeps his beehives—42 of
them—inside a long chamber in which
temperature and humidity can be con-
trolled at levels the bees like best. They
aren’t what human beings would find
comfortable, for optimum temperature
from the bees’ viewpoint is between 80
and 85 degrees Fahrenheit, with rela-
tive humidity from 609, to 65%.
Under these living conditions Mr.
Bell’s bees are so good-natured that he
can work on the hives without head-
net or gloves. He states that they pro-
duce more honey, rear better queens,
and are less apt to raid neighbor-colo-
nies to steal honey.
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CHEMISTRY

Coloring Ripe Oranges

> BECAUSE some varieties of oranges
are not orange when they are fully
ripe, it is considered legitimate to dye
their skins to a more attractive hue. An
improvement in this cosmetic treatment,
consisting of a thin wash of a wax in
which an oil-soluble pigment is dis-
solved, is protected by patent 2,425,073,
granted to J. N. Sharma of West Los
Angeles, Calif.
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