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Scarlet Tanager

» FOR the benefit of any embattled man
who finds himself losing ground in the face
of wifely objections that his casual attitude
towards clothes is in marked contrast to
the dandified fastidiousness he displayed
during courtship, the example of the scarlet
tanager is cited for what it may be worth.

During the mating season, no creature
in North America decks itself out in more
resplendent finery than the male scarlet tan-
ager. The color scheme is simple but daz-
zling. The whole body is a vivid red boldly
set off by black wings and tail.

With this splendid haberdashery he does
not long remain single. On arrival from
the South American wintering grounds,
around the beginning of April in the South
and the beginning of May in the North
and Canada, he joins forces with a female

of the species and they set up housekeeping.

By August or September, after the couple
have accomplished their mission and the
fledglings are able to fend for themselves,
the male’s courting raiment undergoes a
familiar post-marital change for the worse.
The birds moult, and for the male the
transformation is as startling as though a
Royal Canadian Mountie were suddenly
to exchange his dress uniform for olive
drab fatigues.

Actually the bird has no cause for com-
plaint, because when he emerges from moult
he is still a comely bird. The new coat is a
light yellowish green, similar to, but yellow-
er than, the year ’round feathering of the
female. The black wings take on a green-
ish edging. These are his traveling clothes,
and it is in this sober garb that he spends
the greater part of the year.

Scarlet tanagers are rather inept home-
buiders. Their nest woven of rootlets and
weed stems, is placed on a horizontal limb
without too much thought to the whimsies
of the wind. Not infrequently a gusty wind-
storm will pitch it to the ground. When
this happens, the female, who seems fatal-
istic about it, sets right to work building
a new one. Sometimes it takes four tries
before the chirp of little ones crowns the
couple’s clumsy efforts.

While the yellowish olive-green female
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sits inconspicuously on the eggs waiting for
her posterity to hatch out, her sportily
colored mate is making a crimson flash
among the tree tops as he flits busily about,
singing in the sunlight. It is the song, not
the plumage, that gives him away. For de-
spite the brilliant color, the scarlet tanager
is not often observed. He usually manages
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More Critical

» LEGISLATION which its sponsors hope
will stimulate the production of low grade
deposits of critical minerals will shortly
be introduced in the House of Representa-
tives.

The legislation, to be introduced by sev-
eral members, will amend the Reconstruc-
tion Finance Corporation act to make the
terms of loans easier in the production and
shipping of taconite iron ore, manganese,
chromite, copper, lead, zinc, bauxite, alumi-
num, synthetic liquid fuel and fertilizer.

Many of the minerals affected by the
proposed legislation would be needed in
great quantities in case of a new war. At
present it is not profitable to mine low-
grade deposits of some of them.

By far the largest development expected
if the amendment becomes law is in the
extensive deposits of taconite, a low-grade,
extremely tough iron ore. The high-grade,
relatively easy-to-mine ore of the Mesabi
range in Minnesota is beginning to run
out. It is this range which has kept our
industrial pot boiling for years, which pro-
vided the basic material for the vast muni-

to keep dense foliage between ground ob-
server and his perch high in the tree.

It is his song which betrays his presence
to those who have learned to recognize
it. The scarlet tanager’s song has been lik-
ened to that of a robin with a cold.
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tions output of the last war.

Plans for taconite production which
would eventually reach a rate of 30,000,000
tons a year are on paper, but are not pos-
sible, the taconite proponents say, without
some kind of government help. It is hoped
that this amendment will provide an op-
portunity for the kind of long range financ-
ing which is believed necessary.

Taconite is extremely difficult to get out
of the ground because it is extremely hard.
Processing is almost as difficult. Persons
interested in the process, however, believe
they can construct a going processing plant
with a capacity of 2,500,000 tons within
six years after liberal financing is available.
Other plants would follow much quicker.

The first bill will be introduced by Rep.
John A. Blatnik, D., Minn., in whose dis-
trict live many of the workers at the Mesabi
range. He is interested because Mesabi range
employment is steadily falling and it is
seasonal work. Taconite, he says, would
provide a new, steadier source of employ-

ment.
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